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SEVEN SAGES,| 
TRANSLATED 
out of Proſe into Scots 


M eeter by Ion 


Rotand, in Dalkeith, . 


—— elder dayes it path. pft- 
— \- times bene told, 
\ | That Rome hath bene Act- 
Na | tie ot the old 
ot cunning Clarkes., an) 
W wonder — 2 nd 
as ancient ages thdBeflg 
our all the «921d ithad 
' | p2themineudi | 
And wie made de toit obedtences © rours; 
Arg: Captains. u ings. knixbts, and Empe 
ene men af war, and cruell Conquerours 
Of townes and towzes, great villages and cities, 
2 ng fac above the ir enemi 
Subvntig them toſerving ſervitude, 
Not regarding their linage, kin — . 
Conqueift great „ t ronines Ta | 
at 
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n ſo marbelllous asthey madd,. 
B. it all Countries and n ingdomes them about, 
Hk them fell feare great dꝛeadour had and dou he 
2 ia wh fozce behoved to make bomage 
ade {oft both lite and heritage: 
"rag y were ſorepleate,of allriches 
owarsby martiall buſines. © *© 
They tok no cureof no mans favour noꝛ fead, 
S0 they became of all the wozld the head: 
And had thereof the whole authozitie, 
But this was not the time of Þ apiftrie: 
Foꝛ from that time that Popes were made in Rom 
Or all vertue that Citie was made tome. 
= by day. from all vertue decreſt, 
F the ſelt it ax oppꝛeſt: 
tht ſtrangers roſe up in that Citie, 
ch of befoze no wiſe would ſuffered bee: 
Ren treo cauſe they wore aye again. 
eln therefoze they werenotthord remalne. 
Rel Popes came that nobleWown hand 
7 ſo ſoze in deadlie fin. a 
7 no ſtate to cleargie was tompares, 


E well they treated theſe thꝛe uncouth — gers E 
i \ th2e were theſe: the firſt lurking hatren: ay 


- THherecihd was young counſell and conſents.” 
S ingulatepꝛoſtte was the third J wich. 2 
he ch tbꝛe was tauſe to caule Nome goamiſte. * 
And caulde ft lofſe the great trinmphing name, Þ; 
And tobe caldthe houſeof wozldlie ſhame, '.'. - KL 
' Loft the great rowmes and wozldlie ente + c 
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The ſeven Sages. 1 a 
| That they conqueſt from diverſesother owes, 
All tuch become thzough wickevneſe and vice, 
I Dfthe Papilkes, and their fonle Parchandice:, 
I Fo they will cauſe a pound ok molten leave 
Bring them agatne the weight of gold ſo red, 
And cauſe the hippesof a dead Paw oz skin, 
Ablolve you all ot your moſt deadlie ſin. 
Incontine tn heaven up to be b:ought, 
Contrare Gods will, whether her would oz nought,- 
Gut not theleCe, long time befozetheſe W 88 
| An Emperaur was, as the ſo:teſayes,. 


m bo heght to name Pontizaus at right. 
A noble man of wiſevomeaitaf might, ;.....*. 
Guided his Reglme by wiſedome and berfr, | 
Co his people examples dau bew, 


Df wilevome, witandliberalitle, |... . 
-. J&Uherethzough the heart of all his oo 2 


{That none catepto ware with him their lite 
A kings daughter her had niitohis wife. 


called Clara, a woman vertuons, s. 
Faire and govlike, and wonder grations: : 
bo a knave childe of him ſhe gid Laage, d >» 
ul htm alone no moe God ko them gave, *. 
Aho was called Diocleſiane ti name, | 
Tatre and well favourde, both of fathion and fame, 
Uho daylie. 47 050 vertne and gadneſſe, 
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From all follte aluterlie peclinde- 


1 9 when be wasſeven * vldv; 40 be, 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Tbat thee behov's fo; to take bed on fozce, 
With ſoze fickneſffe ſo troubled was bet cozce: 
Perceiving well by her intelligence, 
Foꝛ to eſchew from death was no defence: 
But of her life ſhoʒtly tu habe an end, 


Gith humble heart, and inwardlp p:aying, 
Chat hee would come to her bat tarying: 
Ifever her would le her upon live, 

Da was tra hand direc ſone a miſſive. . 
Poſt after poſt, where hee lay in warfare, 
Sone tillhim came, 
But moe abode, with wonder ſozie heart, 

— With few hozſe men from bis campe bid depart; 
And when hee came to the Empꝛice pzeſence, 
She ſaid tahim with humble re vetente⸗ 

D my godLo2d, howbeit that I bee lick, 

Pee licence mee mtneerrand to you ſpeake: 3 
Do that it bee not only pour pleaſout 
But als ſuch like unto your great kun. 
Pee ſaid, Ladie, I ſg pod in diſeaſe, 

, Hotwitöctanding ſayon what ere you * 
And it ſhall bee to me no villanie, 

"ſo it eake net to your infirmitie. ?- 
Lo2d, thee ſaid, this ũckuelle I perceave, ... 
re it depart will dꝛive mee to my grave. 
Bee ſaid, Padame, bee yee of god comſoꝛt 

Pee will recover pour health, J truſt at ſhozt, 
Kas! 4 tyait ſend foz all ne digne Dogonrs, 


— is Empꝛice foke a mar veilous maladte, SE 
o foz her @pouſe the Emperour ſane the ſends - 


Id could the cauſe declare; 
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he ſeven Sages. 

Phbiſicians and my Philoſophers, | 

2 Py cunning men, and my Pedictners, 

4 Py Chtrurgtans, and als my Potingars: 

5 My P2acticians which are ſuttle and ſlie, 

- That daple dealeth with phlebotomie: 

They will conſult, and each one als perceave 

All your ſicknelle, and ſo health ſhall pee have. 
Pao ſicknefſeis as naturali as heale, | 

| Mherfoze doubt not that death ſhall with you deale. 

At this pzeſent, but pee ſhall ſone recure. 

; Quoth ſhee, my Lo2d, of one thing A am ſure: 

z 

: 


Chis maladie ſo holds mee at the heart, 
/ While I be dead, no way it will depart: 
| Wherefoze, myLo2d, right humbly J require, 
pe would encline your heart to my deſire. 
: Yee ſaid, Deſtre at mee whatever pe will, 
| I Villit grant; though it bee contrare skill: 
To comfoꝛt vou, and helpe you from diſeaſe, 
Thereloꝛe (ay on, if ſhall not mee diſpleaſe. 
See laid, my Lozd,J thank voũ gretumlie. 
Quoth der, Madame, lay on, what ever it bee. 
| Sheeſaiv, Py Lo2d, pleaſe it vour noble Grace, 
Pek mx deſire this is the verie tace: 
11 | When depart out of this pꝛeſent life, 
It will pon pleaſe to have another wife: 
And as ve know wee have no child but one 
* No2never had but only him alone. 
Mhich ov r all things next to yourowne perſon 
| IJ would were well to this pꝛoviſton, 
After your death with all wit and wiſedome, 
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The ſeven Sages. 


{ Rule his people, ang guid this great kingdom, 


And over all things my.Lozd, muſt I require, 


Into this point ye will grant my deſire: 


bat your Empꝛyte, perchance what ever che be, 

Upon my Don, have naue authazitie?: 

No governance, power noz yet guiding, 

But ve him put to othernouriſhing, - 

Far from her ſight, and from her companie, 

To thateffec that he ay vicelelle bs. 

Ok all vices, and ſich things as goes wꝛong, 

And aye ta be great cunning men amang. 

My Lo2d, heartlie this humblie J require, 

Into this point to fulũll my defire; -.. - 

Foz well J know dilpleaſuxes are to tome, 

That hee hal die, az elſe bee ſhall. be dumbe, 

wherethzoughonelie hig lite hee willrecure, 

Py Lo3d, J know but doubt this ſhall be ſure. 

Ber ſaidLadie, your wil: ve ſhall not want, 

Thoughit were moze right beartlieJit grant, 

Fo: that it is my deſire as wellas yours, * .. 

At ſhall bee done, Madame at your pleaſures. 

Shee ſaid Py Lo2d A thauk you with mine heart, 

God ſave your Grace: Fo2 now I mull depart, - - 

This beeing ſaid, ſhe took a fellpaſſion, -- - 

Anda long ſpace ſhe lay in deadlie ſwoun. 

Do in ſhozt time withoutten moze remeaan, 

Per naturall debt ſhe compleeted of. dead. 

With all triumph her faverall ſervice, 

| Was duelie done as that time was the guiſe: 

Long time after the CEmperour made Wm. 
| | | nd 
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1 lle ic ven Sages. 2 . 
And all his Court foz her ſoꝛe ee ee · 1 7 
Ho minſtrell mirth, noꝛ pet no merineſle, 

| Info his Hall was ſæn, no2 nv blpthnelle, 

, But heavineſſe, great dule and grabitie, 

Anto the Court, and all the Companie, 

Foꝛzt at gd Queen all ſolace was away, 

Did wearedule- weed each one to peare and day, 


hechothodokhickechhechtlheriberks 
: | MOKALITIE:: 


; Or this matter ſomething wee may p <&; ” 
; Of this Ladic having ſo great reſpegtꝰ 
And inward love unto her Son alone: Y 
Of her on health ſhee took but 1a regt, 
gBa!ut thought ſhee would his wel farꝭ nt gez Alec: 
Fghefore her ſelfe to death ſhee would 4 Toke "= 
Which cauſed her ſuch matters to pro panes | 
To her husband, for the ſamine effect, 
Her Son to reigne after that ſhee was gone. 


E Alle yee may confider the great cares: 4 a 8 
of, the thought and minde ſhee tock both late and ire: 
, Anent her Son thee ſuffering ſore ſickneſſe, Mor 
Providing als for his wealth and welfare: 

Deſiring him of cumbers to bee cleale; 4 

With che new Queen ſhould have none ale FR 
Nor ſhee with him in any buſineſſe. „„ 
For ſome cauſes that might occur perchance, - l 
That ſhee ſhould have of him no governance. 


Alſo appeares ſome part of Prophecie. 
* great foreſight hath boen in this Ladies - 


The ſeven Sages, 
Perils ro come ſo perfeAly eo kna + |; 
Shee becing toucht with ſore inſirmitie, 
Praying to put her ſon from companie 
Ot all the Court, and als of Ladies aẽ ,, 
And in ſpecial! from his mother in law: 
Inconveniences to eſchew that might bee, 
So ſhee deſird har ſon him to withdraw. 


The heartie love alſo yee may perceave 
Thar this Ladie did to her Husband have, 
Rendring tohim honour and reverence, 

And hee to her alſo all things hee gave, 

That ſhee defirde, or at him ſhee would crave, 
Not regardi raya, by had beene offence, 

And for her lake when ſhee was dead andhence, 
Hee commanded that no blythneſſe ſhould bee 
For yeare and day into his companie. 

Therefore I ſay to you in farriage, 

Both into old, an des ag. F "OR 
What eyer chance yee ſhould have charitie, 

If ill words come, then let your anger ſwage, 
Give place to yre, and harberie not outrage: 
Crabbed at ance no wiſe-yee ſhouldboth bec: 

A mecke anſwere ſlockins melancholie, 

Yee are conjoyned one fleſſ and ſoules two, 
Then kcepe good love, the Scriprure biddeth ſo. 


How the Emperour committed and de- 
livered his Sonne to the ſeven Do- 
ctors of Rome to learne. 
Bis Empetour upon a time he lay 
A Juto bis bed, and to himſelfe could ſay, 
I have no bairnes, but one Don to my aire, 
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The ſeven Sages. 


I think it beſt that hee were put to laire, 
Dinte hee is oung and into tender age; 
Toleare wiſdome hee will take moꝛe courage, 
After my death thts realme that e may guide, 
This I think beit in time fo2 to pꝛobide. 

Do on the mozue hee cride after his clothes, 
And in due time but moze abode upꝛoſe: 

Caide all his Rods, and counſell to him ſcone, 
In this matter what they thought to bee doue: 
Shewing at length to them the whole matter 
To his Ladie what he had pꝛomiſde aire. 
They auſwered all, Py Ls2d, there is in Rome 
Seven wiſeſt men that is in Cbꝛiſtendome: 
Aho in learning all other they pꝛevaile, 

In all wiſedome and ſcience liberall. 

They are but doubt the le de of Valomon, 

F oz to diſcuſſe, pꝛobleme oz queCion, - 

Let anieſageto them be ſent but maire; 

Delp ber them your Dow unto the laire. 

Df their counſell the Emperour was confenf, 
Foz theſe Dogours a meſſage ſone was ſent. 


Under his ſeale,and als hisowne hand ran 


To the Doctours hee bade delyver it. 

Do ſone as they the letters all had reade, 

Co their voyage but tarie ſone them ſpedt 
When they came to the Emperonrs p2eſetice, 


They Ccaluf him with laude and reverence, 


On their beſt wiſe, as to them could effeare. 


| Ber ſaid to them, Pee are right welcome here. 


J aske at you, Have pc any knowlebges: 


Where 
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The ſeyen Sages. 
Wtherefo2e-J ſend to youſeven my meſſage: 


They anſweredhim the cauſe no war we —— - 
While that your grace wilt: vouchſafe foz to ſhew; 


Pour gracious will, when ve bave ſhowen us _ 


That to fulfillone power wa ſhalt do⸗ : 


To whom hs ſaid J thank you Maſters all. by 
Now unt o vou mine erandſhew A halle 


Dne Don alone, nomoe Chiidzen A have, 


No2 all my time, no moe God to me gave, 
Apparantlie be is to be mine heire, 


There foꝛe J would he were put to the latret 


To cunning men, foꝛ to have their dogrine, , 
And in pouth⸗head he under Diſcipline;: 
Mo thateffed: after my fatall debt, 
Into my place with hondur he be let, 


Co rule this Nealme with wiſedome and Juſtice. 


Which in a Pzince ſhould reigne alwapes, 

There foꝛe J would ve ſeven ſhould him receive, 

And him to learne, and inta guiding habe: 

And ve ſhall-be rewarded well therefoze, 

Do whole and ſound againe pe him reſtoze. 

They thanked him all ſeven with reverence, 

That hee to them of his on gave credence, 
But the firſt p aſter called P antillas, 


Began and ſaid, becauſe he oldeſt was. 


. Pr 1026, I ſhall, and pleaſe vour noble Grace, 


Cauſe your on within ſeven yeres ſpace, 
Bee as cunning in all the ſevenScience, 

Df wit, wiſedome, and all intelligence, 

As A, and all me marrowes, that here ſtands, 
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Theſeven Sages, | 
D; any man Within your bounds and lands, © 
Do that yee will deliver him to me: 
This ſhall J do in paine of honeffie. + 
The ſecond Paſter, named Lenculus, . 
Theſe woꝛ ds ſaid unto the Emperour thus, 
And pleaſe your Grace deliver him to me, 
Within ſire pres he ſhall have moꝛe Cleargie, 
Poze cunning craft in all the ſeven Science, 
Noz Js and all that now are in pzeſence; 
And as pee know I have ſerved your Grace, 
Since J was man in all my lifes ſpace: , 
| And fo2 reward 4 ſœk none other thing, — 
But your own Son fo have in governing. 
| Then ſpake the thin, that named was Craton, 
With your god grace I ſailde the Sea upon: 
Jn great-perils and dangerous warfare, 
And ok your Grace reward Jſek no maire, 
Co be ſo god, you mee deliver would, 
Pour onelie Don, in governing to hold, 
And J pꝛomiſe within pers five, 
He ſhall ber moe cunning and ſcienti ve. 
No2 J, and all my marrowes here about, 
Unto pour Grace this ſhall J do but doubt. 8 
Then ſpak the fourth, his name was Malquidrack 
And pleaſe your Grace my ſervice fo: to take, 
In gad ſeaſon, in thankes and als pleaſures: ** 
Foz I myſelf; and my pꝛogenitours, | | 
Have ſer ved pou, and yours, our lives (pace, 
And no reward deſire J ot pour Grace, 
But to vonchſafe on mee ſo god credence, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
As fo2 to loarne your Don perfeff fcience, 
And loꝛ fo bee of cunning mozoperfite, 
Noz J andall my marrowes can indite. 
This ſhall hee do within next yeres foure, | 
D? I ſcience andcunning ſhall give ov'c. 
Chen ipake thefift, Ioſephus was his Name, 
Road, J am old. and neber in defame: 
Dn pour counſell have bene many yere, 
Would pet leave mee pour one Son fo2 tolere, | 
- J ſhall him teach but doubt in yeares thzee, 5 
As great cunning, and as perfed Cleargie, f 
As I my ſelfe and all my marrowes can, 
Oz elſe pee ſhall call mee no honeſt man. 
No moꝛe reward ot your Grdce I defire, 
Though all my time J have ſert d pour Empire. 
Chen ſpake the firt, was named Cleopas, 
A noble man and cunning Clark hee was: 
And ſaid ſuch liks as thelave ſaid befo2e; 
Df your god gracereward I ſ&ke nomo28, 
But your one ſon to have in governing, 
Info2me and teach, and into ſeience bꝛing. 
An cunning hee ſhail be within two peare, 
That hee ſhall have no pereguallnoz pere. 
No moꝛe reward of you now aske will J, 

Which vont god Grace A truſt will not deny. | 
Then laid the ſeventh great Pafter and Doaoz | 
Unto your Grace J will doſuchpleafa i 
Give mee your lon in credente and guiding, 
2 Within one yeare J ſhall give him learning, 

_ S0op;ofoundly of the ſciences ſeven, 
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The ſeven Sages. 


and er all Science underneath the heabenn: 


That in wiſdome her ſhall. have no compare, 

| Unto your Grace this ſhozfly I declare: 

Foz gifts of gold, noz geare J not regard, 

Noz fo2 my labours A covet no reward, 
But vour god will, when the yeare is fo2th gone. 


The Emperour heard, and thanked them eachone : 
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And ſaid, J am indebted to you all, 
UMnrecompenld, none of you thece be ſhall: 
But not ths leſſe, ſince A find you ſo kind, 
And with god wils have ſhowen mee your mind: 
If I ſhould him commit to one of you, 

Then all the reſt might well believe and trow, 
That to that one J had moze aſfedioan 
Than to the reſt, which ſhould cauſe dillention, 
Diſcozd, en vie, and alſo variance, 

Which in na ſozt among ſuch men ſhould chance: x 
Mherefozeto you conjundlieallin ane 

Vere J commit my Son Diocleſiane:: 
Py afald Batrne, and eke mine only aire, - 
With you to be inſtructed well in laire; 

And him to guide in eberg honeſt ſozt, 
Whiles to wildome, and piles to game and ſpoze, 
As ye will anſ were each one unto mee, | 
In paine ofcredence,andof pour honeſtie: 

Foz be bee well, even ſo J think my ſell, 

Do as pie pleaſe as now no moꝛe I tell. 

Tbeſe digne Doctozs, the ſwært language hearing 
Df their god Lo2d; and alſo perceiving 
2 great credence, and allo the kindnelle, 


That 


The even Sages. 
Chat he hav ſhewen unto their ümpleneſſe, 


Man after man, all ſeven in theit degree: 


Ok their labours great diligence and cure: 
The Emperour tok hig Don by the hand, 


And in no ſoꝛt that her ſhould them bikend, 
Unto thetime againe he foꝛ him ſend. 
And ſo at ſhozt the Child velivered her, 
- Whom they receivde with all humilitie. 


To Romes Court, the way they held on right. 
Theſe ſeven Maſters their voyage paſſing on, 
One al them laid, whonamed was Craton, ä 
To his fellowes, ſaying, my bꝛethꝛen deare, 
Since wee this Child in governing have here 


Foz diverfe cauſes and fmpediments, 
Chat may occurxe by inconvenients, 


And to neglea his ſtudie day by dap. 


They will covet daylie his companie: 
So from ſtudie he ſhall be abſtracted. 
And we all ſeven with great ifplelie lathe 
The utber ſixe ſaid all with oneconſent, 
His counſeli was god and converite 

And was ſaid to prese and by,” 


ous 7 


They thanked him eachone upon their nes, 5 2 
' Saying ta him, that his Grace ſhonid be ſare; - 


And bade that he at their bidding thotld and; wy 


This being done, each one they twoktgwd-night, _. | 


 Ithink not beft, te Romes town that wee ide. 
Af we lift well this Child governe and guide. 


Tyſting the hid to many ſpozt and pia, 
Foz when great men get knowledge what he be, 2 
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The ſeven Sages. 


And with:gov will to theſame would apply: AS 
This to eſchew, A wonidremead were found, | 8 

Es: well know withtn alittle ground, 

To buildupon, there is a pꝛoper plate, 
Mbich to us all were pleaſure and ſolace, 
From Romes Town but thze miles v iſtant, 
what thing we need, wee miſter not to want: 
Let us there make an houſe both rowme-and quit 
| Where at quiet the Child, may learne his latre. 
We ſhall canſe paint upon the waltes about, 

The ſeden o ciente, with great ſtozies all out. 
So that this Child, may ſæ, viſie and ok, 
And take dodrine, as well as in a bokß 
This counſell then appleaſed them everie aachen 
The houſe was bigged, ſonof lyme and ſfone* 
And well completed, as it beſt cuuls eſfeit 
herein ther all ſtunied the ſeven x re: 

- | Which bien out run, and all complet together, 
The feven M aſters among them divconſiver, --  -- 

That they would examine Deocleſianec, 

When that their time ot᷑ the ſeven deres was gane 

If that he was expert into scien e, | 

Conſidexingthey had donediligence,  _. 

Pantillasfatd, J cannot tell trueli e. 

How our Scholler examinde well ſhall bee: 757 

Then laid Craton, J ſhall that welivevile, - 

Into his bed on llæping when he lyes, 

Under each nok ot his ved wee ſhall: ep. 

An Olive leafe, chen when appꝛoache s dap. 

If he perceives, (on after his waking, ; | 

That pis bed is removed any thing: That 
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The ſeven Sages. 
3 —＋ wir may know by aur itelligence 
- Bee 
This being done, earlie in the mozning 
The Child wakned befozethe dun ryfing; 
{Andlifted up bis eneunto the @kie, 

Lind to the rofeof the honſe fer bentlie, 

1 Soth to and froſharply caſting bis ene, 
An ſuch faſhion, befoze they bad not fiene. 
Nhe ſeven Pallers perceiving perfitely 
Wow his ingine was raiſed ſo quickly, 
AThey ſaid, Wherefoze loke ve ſo faſt about: 
UUbat moveth pou? Q what have ve in doubt: 
Phew us in plain, we 

At any thing bath vou in heart offend it. 
No mar vell have, my god Maſters, ſaid hee, 
F'02 I am bought in a great fantasie, 


replea te of all the ſe ben cientee. 


hall cauſe to amend it, 


W'bich hath mee made amazv,andright affetrd:; | 


Fo in my flepe to me J thought appeard, 
What the Roſe-treof all this whole maiſoun 
Unto the Earth was quite declyneddown: 
And then againe in twinkling of our eyes 
It was up'lifted an hundzeth thouſand gres: 
Which pm mee in a felloun fray but dout: 
Chen his 9 aſters each one him round about 
Percei bed veli by god Experientete 
Her was fulk illed af all the ſeven Science. 
If b& have di ies, and in god companie, 
A man of wit. and wiſedome her ſhall be: 
Chat in the w 021d ſhall none bee to him pere, 
doo at this tin wer leave this young child _ 
3 "70 O 
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The ſeven 82 ges. 


MORAEITAS. 


VI. may perceive none Em erour, ‚ 
Nor K ing ſhould work at their leaſure 
Wirhcar a good counſell, 
Good counſell ĩs the Procutour, 
For to ſet forward good labour, 
And tee doch expell. 


This Emperour he Huld do novg * 
While his Lords were before him brought; 
Andſotheywereright ſane. | 
At them his couniſeltthen hee ſor dught | 


r TX 
And they him ſhew their As. and chouphes | | 


What was. _ ro bee Home. 


Ee INST? 10 8 * + $9 Jay 7 
10 one voyes they concluded chf; TY 7 
That hee ſhould put his Sonto aire, a. 


With cunning men of wir, 
Becauſe the coypſell did ir Ts 
Inconrigeveb aire, 
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| TheſevenSag es. c = 3 


Each one chey took a diver &s date, 
And promiſdeby theirownconcear, 7 
5 More large than they would do. e n 1 
Who were far by their own eſtate. „ 
For to pretend to go the gate, 177 3 
That they ſhould not come to. 701 
Baut to the Emperour took b 3 
He thought he would not thole the fed... 
Ot all, and pleaſe but ane. —= oo 1 di 
For that he found a good remeade, r 
For the whole ſeven without more plead, e 
The Childbays with chem cane, . . hk 


How theEmperour by 3 this Princes 
and Lords of. his gi e another 


And ſaid, my L02d, and pleaſe your noble Grace, 
Deere are we come to ſhow how ſands the cacy, 
But one young Child, org tag ee hae, T 
And pleaſed God, he ry t 
And it may ſtand b 

That pour own on may4 4 
As God fozbid that ſuch a — ſhould chance, 


Pet not the leſgwewoald — — 7 
— — ij 


wife. been i 
12 this meane time 6a ANT N j gent ' 
And the great — — 
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| Dince Romulus who builded Romes town, - . bo 


To put the Realime fozth of ſuch jcopardie, - 
Me would per tok ſome 
| on noble Quen and bedf 


And pour Empyzofcom thele Ps at tate. 192 
| = Tarte hearing all their ſa wess, 


sd her to wife, and crown her to my Nackt, 


; 90 
- | Devilde theirLo2ds of wile dome and valour, 


| 


' This is the cauſe we are come to your Grace, 


And them requirde topurpoſe foz to pate, 


The ſeven Sp i: 
Which never was ſince this Exnpy2e — 


x 


Mas never man that had Deminion:: 
Ok this Empire, but noble natt Rings, 
And to avoide ſa great and pevilous things: - 


Mdthew you all the matter and the cace; 
That ſuch a thing is right able to bee, 


gap adie: 
to bes: 


To that effec ſueceſtion foꝛ to have, 


ſuch thing meant ol the matter and cauſe; t 
ked them an hundꝛeth thouſand ſyſe, 
1 her would do as 1. did devyſe⸗ 
Ot their counſell right well content her was, 


Pat 


Ade get that was of tender age, 
Both god and faire, and come ot᷑ hie nage: 
A cleaneUirgine, and luſtie to beholde, 
Then ſhall A do the ſame thing that ye waulb, 


Into this caſe let vour wiſedome be ſœn. 


they departed hen from the Emperour, 


Ca ſeł this Quen-th;ongh many lands they pat, 
while they came to a * at the lat, . 


8 
5 1 


„be ſeveriSages. 

| Called Cicyll, which dad a nobleKing} 
Apo royalite into his Realme vid reigne: 
Vith great pniſſance riches and honour, 
Whohad a Paide of all faireneſfe the flour. 
Co his Daughter of forfrteene peres of age, 


With all vertue that in women might be, 
And wile at will; alfo apparantlie:' 
Whom they deſirve at this god nodlen ing 
In mariage ti the Emperour bzing, 72 2 


» 


And make her Nun of all the whole Empyꝛe, | | 


This noble King granted to their deſire: 


The Loꝛds ot Councell and Ambaſtadours:: 0 
Mere then diſpatched with plealute and hondurs. 


Andbzonght with them this noble gay Ladie, 


Which their vong Auen, als Em lite ſhontd be ö 
Cher bert d up ſaxles with all their cleane cotirage, 


und mantle ight eee their voyager | 
Upon the ſea they | uffered great perrell, Sh. Yeo 


An home-comming, byſoze ſtozmeatid travel, 
Waltering with windoutthzogh the muddie wabes 


The Bozeallblafts fo boldlie on them blawes. 
What (Hep werefaine; and joyfuli at the lat, 
To ſabe their lives, foz to cut theii maine Malt: 
Cut their Cables, and over⸗boꝛd cat their gears, 
Allof thetr lives they Kod ints fuchfeare: *-- ©- © 
Some of them ſaid; It was a mot ie ſigne, 
Df ageod lucke, fach 4 Nucrne bam t vaing!-* 
CWhorethzough they were all in potirt fo2 to tyne, 
And wilt not what would bee the latter . = 
9 Dome 
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Noble, conrteous;andpleaſant ot bitage: 


c 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Some ſaid againe, all was come fo: the beſt; 
her was witleCe, howbeit ſtozme them opp:eſf, 
Do eachone ſaid, as they that time beſt thought; 

Do at due time to their own Coſt was bzonght. 
.* | as ſon they came unto their kindlie Coaſt, 
- | Downth:ew their ſailes, and their god chips lot. 
Then woꝛd ſeone came unto the Emperour, 
That all the Loads were landed with pleaſure, 
And with them bzought a noble young Ladle, 
2 ,- | Ghich to the King his wedded wife ſhould bee. 

.. | TheEmperqurcauſdep2aclaimtbzogh Roms town 

That everr Lozd, Knight, Marques, ano Barron, 

5. | JnbeCarcayto make them all readie, 
% | With faire faſhion to mete that young Wadiot 
:..' # Which but delay was done with diligence, 

And ſo they gave this Ladie all pꝛeſence. 

An rich array as they could beft deviſe, 

With all triumph, and intotheir beft wiſe, 

To their citie they did her allconvoy: 

With all gladneCe, mirth, melodie and joy. 
And when ſhe& came unto this noble Town, 
The Bels did reigne with honour and renown, 
The cloths of gold was ſpꝛed th:ough all the ret 
.. | Whenthelighted to go upon her fet, - 
The rich badkins, the coſtlie velvet webbes, - 
The bꝛodered wozkes, and the rich royall robes, 
Which on the ſtaires were ſpꝛed ſo high on * 

At was pleaſure to any man to ſ: 
A With all other wozlos vaine fantais. 
oat mansbzaine and ingine could . | 4 
nd 


* 15 a 


The ſeven Sages. 
And ſo at laſt came inthe Emperour, | | 
With bis great N ẽðõL— riches and honour; 
GavehisLadie his perſon and pꝛeſence, 
With all triumpb,renowne andxreverence: 
And ber embꝛacd, as could him Woll effeire, | 
And faid, Ladie, v are right welcome here 
Then the great joy that in the citie was 5 
My weake ingine can no wiſe well compalle. 
So on the moꝛne when that the day was light, 
Unts the Church they bꝛought thisLavie b2ight; 
With ail triumph, great mirth and melodie, 
With mens wit that could deviſed b:: 
Con voped with kings, noble Pztuces and Londa, 
As at ſuch times agrees well and actoꝛdaos. 
Then followed her the noble Emperour, 
With all his Lozdsthat were of great valour, 
Stout men of armes, into their chiefeſt wedes, 
Rpyding at right upon their ſtalwart iedes.--.. 
Als with him cams divers great kings 4 knights, | 
Dukes, Parons, Earies, and many wo:thie wights 
With Lrumpet, ſhalme, dʒzum, ſwaſh, and Clarion 
Harp,Lute,D:gane,Cymbale;and Cymphionz.-- by 
Making their mirth allintogodiozder, 


Beraulds of Armes into their coat Armour; 4 — 
Paſt on befoze as it was mot ſemelie.- - 
An their owne ſtate, confozme'to their degra d 15 

| . While they came to the ronali Chureh of Konts, - | 
3 uabich was the heavof Churches in-Chzifteridonie, 
 Mherelighted'they with micth.andmlirineſs;” — 


** ta campiæte the bandofbolyneſs, : : 
"That 


8. her turnde her failesinfoanother wind, 


L. 


bis bandbæing tomplet in Gods name. 


Lo quiet paſſe, and take the nights rett. 
Ibo this Ladie but any tarping, 


Aids he befoꝛe had ue der maried been. i 
pet not the leite all the dayesof their live, 


do them bet wirt ther no ſucceſſion had. 


| - The ſeven Sage. 
Chat God de viſde betwirt woman nand man. 
hen he. this wozld firÞ create and began: 
Df that Citte the great Biſhop was there: 2 
With all his Clarkes ot great wiſedome and lairs 


| With mirth and jop paſt tothe Pallace hame: 
Where there was made banket with melodie, 

With all kin mirth and pleaſant menſtrallie: 
While that night came, th each man thoght it beit 


hee paſt to bed with her husband the King. - 
And (0 obtainde the great favour and lobe 

Ok her good Loꝛzd that it could not remove. * © 
And ol her love he took ſs great delite, 

Chat the other Quten he bad fo2got her quite: 
And all his love was caſt on this new _ | 


God thought he wold al bairnes from them depꝛibs : 


Which made this Quan right ſozrowtfall and ſay. - 
Saying, Yusband,onething J vou require. 
At ve would grant, right heartlie I deũre. 

Becauſe longtime this Empꝛite did — 22 

go kind ot Child ſhee was able to habe. 


where that ſhe might ſome ſubtlenefſe baut ano, * 
Into her bed where that ſher was lyand,  : d 
an a —_—_ with her ©paus and Pusband. .: - 


The ſeven. 2 5 
| @h&ſaith, my Lo2d, and pleaſe your noble grace, 5 
Bec wirt us two, is chanc d an heavie cace: 
That we no way can get ſucceſſion, | 
Which ſads mine heart, and does me great paſion 
But would your Grace one thing unte me grant, = 
WBetwirt-us two a Childe we ſhould not want. 
Quoth hee, That thing deviſehow chat rer can, 5 
Foz that excesds the wit ot any man. 1. 
Foz ts get Bairnes, unte God will not them grant b 
Then fozce it is, both xi and I them want. 
She laid, my Lo2d, it is unto mee ſhown, 
Pe habe a don which is not to me known: ; 
With ſeven Paſters moſt wiſeſt upon ground, 
And der himſelf none wiſer can bee found. _. || 
Would ye him bꝛing to Court in my pzeſence, - 
J ſhould do all debour and diligencs. - 
Pim to intreat into ſa god faſhion, 
| What all ſhould ſay thzough great Romes hw 
Pot onelie ſaid, but alſo ſhould be fwozn,. 
Chat bee were of mine own two fives bozn; 
And ſince ſo is that J cannot conceive, 
Duelieyour Don as mine own I: would have, ; 
ÞyLo2d, this is the asking I require: 
Beſcching you ta fulfilkmy deſtre, 
Pet not the lee her minde was and her though t, 
An ſubtiltie andall with malice as ughte 
Imagimning daylie the Childs dead, 
 Thoughhis Fat ber tod not ſuch thing inheav: 
Peſaid, Ladie, that:will I not den, 
abe ctr ve dab dannen c 1. 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Anto pour lobe, that fozcecompelleth m, 


Mhat will v aske, denyde it ſhall notbe: 


Tbhperetoꝛe ſince I the ſecrets of mine heart, 
- Shewes to you plaine, to me kep ve your part: 
As lz mr Bon, it is long time by- paſt, 


And diverſe yeares ſince that I ſaw him laſt᷑. 


Pet not the lefe, fo accompliſh your will, 


I ſhall with ſpeed a Meſlage ſend him till 
And cauſe him come, and als hisPafters all, 
What he can do, both heare and ſe y& ſhall. 


+ F02 I bel@ve hee hath bene diligent, . | 
| Jn his ſtudie, and in @ctence frequent, 
And to: folearne wit, knowledge, and wiſedome, 
That alter mie her may guide his n ingdome. 
| Sh&ſaid, Lo2d, that it beſo, God grant, | 
n that ſame cauſe J would no wiſe him want, 
| But if ſhee ſaid theſe woꝛds with her heart: 
Pe will perceiveby pꝛoteſſe afterwart: 


* 


Che E mperour ſoon cauſde make a Piſſive, 


2 
* 


The Pellenger he was direg belive. © 
Into great haſt and expedition, 


_ Unto the ſeven great M aſters of renoun. 


Incontinentander the paine of dead; 


* 


Aud no lecke paine, than wanting of their bead 
Should bzing dis don to him at whitſonday, - 
All excuſesbejng cleane put away. a 
Tho eſlenger with ſpfed deſpatched was, | 
To the Docozs the hie gate tan he paſſe!” 
And the wzitting delivered ſone hath here, 
Unto the leveniDocozs at dinni ie. 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Pumilitie, honour, and reberente. 
MO RALITIE. 
1 T is a plague perilous and a great diſpaire, 
@ Arcalme to bee 4eſtiture of a native aire, 
Where kinde Captaines holds Courts, no cauſe is of care, 
The Commonwealth increaſeth more and — 
By the contiare againe, 
Unkindly Captaines — 
And Commonwealth downe mal 


And leades not the old lawes. 3 
But contrare workes plaine. 


This was the moſt motive, 1 and the quarrell --. 
Thar cauſde theſe Princes compeare, to ſhow all perrill, 
The great danger and donbt,andthe cauſe later | 
Both for Con 
There was but only one, 
Which was the Emperours ſon: 
Therefore this matter they moane, 
To cauſe him take a Qucene. 
If this aire were gone. 88 5 8 
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They ſnow them like a turtle Dove, andbites . — 2 : | 
- .* The Emperour was deceived ſore, as ſoone wasatter ff <4 
Ihey were ay, and ſhall bee 


The ſeven Sages. © 55% 


So inquiſitive both night and day, 1 
The Emperour could no wiſe ſay nay: & 
But men ſhould not trow what they ſays 

So oft becauſe they lie. 


How the 1 Maſters after the fete of che 
Emperours Letters would ſee thecourſe ot 
the Firmament and Planets, whether it was 
0 to 9 7 his Command or not. 


one as theſe ſeven Maſters had ov ren 
The Cmperours wzite,+ underſtood it clen; 
Dn the nert night all ſeven with one conſent 
Paſt to eſpie the ſtars and firmament, 
To take jbarney if it was pꝛolperous, 
D: contrare way if it was dangerous, 
Foz to fulfill the Emperours command, 
Oꝛ if they durlt the ſamine to gaine⸗ſtand. 
Anone they ſpie into the Firmament 
A ſtoꝛmie ſtat which troubted their intent: 
Perceivitig well by the ftar'if that they 
Their journey toke, and rode that ſamitneday, 
Lo them affirt by the Emperours tommand , 
The child but doubt in great perrill ſhould and. 
Foz the firſt woꝛd that hee fpaketn p2eſetics * 12 
Df his Father in open audience, - 
Should be Te cauſe of his molt ike: | 


3 


The ſeven Sages, 
This to eſchew they could finde no remead, 
Mhereot they were all ſad and wonder ſozie, 
And wift not well to travell oz to tarie. 
Another Kar then tyey beheld alſo, 
Shewing if they to the Ring would not go. | 
And keep their day which wagaffirt them to. 
Co want their heads there was no moze ado. | 
One of them ſaid, where two evils do appeare, 
Let us that take, wherein les leaſt danger. 
It is better, ſurelie I ſap ſoʒ m,, | 
Foz this Empyzethat we ali ſeven ſhould die: 
And other ſeven ſuch like as we are all, 
D2 this young man ſhould ſuffer any thall, 
Therefoze let us all ſeven with one intent, 
Durown perſons to the Emperour pꝛeſent, 
And let the childe at home alone remalne, 
To ſe it we tarie, oʒ comes againe: 
And ſo they were all ſeven right ſozrowfow. 
Panſing alwayes whaf.meane, fashion, oz how, 
They might elchew this inconvenient: 


Do this voung man come down incontinent: 


From his chamber where hee was fudying, 

Vis ſeven p aſters he there found all ſitting. 

Right ſozrowfull and ſad in counfenance, 

Ha then requirde what was the cauſe and chance. | 

Ot their ſadneſſe* They ſaid, thus ſtands the cace, 

Me all belieude to have had of you ſolaces 
3{ytbneſeand joy, anh alſo god reward, 

at now F92tune hath bene to you ſo. hard, 


Chat all ſuch things to great miſhap will turne- 
FW d i ' UGWhereſoee 
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The ſeven Sages. as 
Wherefoze we have all great cauſe fozto men, 
Fo: all our joy andonrfelicitie, ©; -* 


Is like to turne fo great adverſttie: 12 7 
Ba latd, Piltres, J pzay-you to mee dtv, 5 
. | Yow thecaſe ſtand th, vet yi will let me knotv. _ 


” | They ſaid, Thocanls that w& can dhe ia vun, 2 


Anto the ſelfe is verie ſozrowfou: 


Foz pour Father the Emperour andBKing, 
* # Unto us ſeven hath ſent a Harp w2itihg; 


/ Commanding us withoutten farytig,. -- ! 
On paine ot lives, that amen * 


| Incontinent at the nert Pentetoſt, 3 


ETbeie his wzitingshe hathſent witg the )-. 
To what etkec, we known his intent. 
But we all ſe ven have ſpred the Firmament! 


The Planets eke, and alſo the — 55 
And we can le none rr 2 
But haſtelie without ang temeaoze ,. = 


At ye ſpeaks once, y& ſhalt thole ſudden de, 


| If wee delay, andbzing von not him till, 


Pur death is dight, and in your Fathets will- 
The Child anſwerde again right humblie, 
| I ſoꝛe repent that ſuch a thing ſhould hee: 
Can vs not und in that caſe no remead, 


| Pet muſt FJ paſſe and allthe ſfatres eſpy, 7 
At A can find anie temeadtherebe: 


** 
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But either J 2 pe to ſuffer dead? 


That may put oft that deaslie dolent Nöte, 
And ſatisſie my Father the Emperour, 
4 ncontinent pe villes over his bones. 


The 


The ſeven Sages. 
Then after that unto the ſtarres bee lokes, 
Among the reit a pꝛoꝑer ſtar he ſaw, - 


Aberebprigbt well conſidered hethe cace, 
If that he could abſtaine ſeven dayes ſpace: 
From allſpeaking. and hold himſelf as dum, 
All ſuch perill he cleanety ſhould overcome, 
And all their lifes in neperiitſhould bee, 
Which ſtavhs let all. his ſe ven Paſters ſ&: 
And ſaid, Maſters behold and well perceive, 


At A my eit as dumſe man may me have: 


Seven dayes but ſpeach; and then on the eight day, 


All tis perilla ball avaide awar⸗ 
And ye are ſeben of ali the woꝛld moſt wiſe, 
I thinkeif;{butaſmalleuterpziſe;. _ 
Eachone ai von to ſabe m lite one day, 


| That ve and Ittem all perill ſhall bee, 
The Halers ſeven conuinded perfedlie. 
All that he aid was wonder juſt and true, 
Foz by the ſtar the ſamins well they knew: 
And rendered:thankes to the power vitine, 
That their:Scþoller hadſqperſec ingine. 
Df cleare cunning, ſuehs: ſtar fo conſider, 
Whereby that they ſhould be ſafe altogidder, 
And out os dunbt, and au danger of dead, 
deen dayes put by, himſelf to finde remead. 
The ſirſt Paſter, Pantillas, was his name, 
Said, that he ſhould under the paine ol ſhame. 
Foz the firſt day befoze the King to Tand, 


That was right cieare, perted and wonder malo: 


ABA AA RRR 


When that is done, then (ome thing ſhall J as. 2 


L2 


| Ih) he ſeven Sages. | 
Co ſabe his life, peartelieh&e-tok in hands 
Nuoth Lentullus, which wasthenert Dogonr, -- 

A take in hand pour life fo to ſuccour: 

Che ſecond day:And ſo ſaid all the reſf, = 
Their day about, ſo long a#ſeven divlaſf, | 
This being ſaid, all ſeven with one conſent, | 
They clad this Child in newabilement, | 

In golden Cloathes, as effeirde hiseſfate, - 
They lape on hoꝛſe and foz ward made the gate, 

To Romes tolon with all the ſpœd they had, 

Foz toobeꝝ as the Emperour them bade. 


MORALITAS. 


] T were well done, ere we our voyage took, 
or yet journey, either by ſea or land, 

Vpon the ſtarres or firmament to look, 

If that voyage with godlineſſe do ſtand, 

And in no ſort that i brake the command. 
Of God, alone - nor do him none offence. e 
The ſtarres I meaneto bee mans conſeien ce. 


As theſe Doctors ere they to ſourney went. 
The firmament they would firſt paſſe and ſp e 
Where they perc łĩũtle a great impedement. 

By diverſe ſtarres appearing in the Sky: 6 PR Rh 
For to remaine, ſhew them good canſeand hʒꝶõꝶ f 
The Kings precept aluterlie to gaine-ſtand. A 
Yet ſome reliefe ta Child himſe lf he fand. 
r e > eee 

God him granted, and ſuch grace to him gave, 
To ſinde a way tllat they allſafe miglit bee, 

By his Maſters a proper ſtar perſave, 

«Which all the ſeven could not perſave nor ſee 

hereby thy might their iourney paſſe ſafely 


{ - The ſeven Sages. 
|  Conditiotialie, forhat hee cauld bee dume, 
Unto the ſpace, ſeven days were gone and come. 


Wherefore wee all may bee right wonder ſure, 
The grace of GOD to no may is obſtant: 

As to the ich, even lixewiſe to the poore, 

As tothe olde, even ſo to tlie infant. 
His treaſure is to all ſo aboundant, 

So ſimply given, ſo liberall and ſo free, 

To them it ſeekes wich all humilitie. 


As the Gryphon, and als the great Goſhalke 
Is at all time of wing moſt wonder wight, 
Unto their prey no kinde of birde will balke: 
ret then the Sparhalke is as ſwift of ſſighr, 
As the Grayphon, and as ſharp of her ſighht? 
Will catch as well ſuch birds as ſhee hath uſe; 
As the Grayphon will careh to him a gooſe. 


Even ſo a Page, or yet a young Prentice, CIR 


When they are bur latelie put to the ware? 
By quicke ingyne, ſtudie and good Fru ry 
Hee may prevaile his Maſter at the marke: 

Even fo did this young man and Fuoning Clark,.. - . 
Percciveda Star which his Mafters overlay,,., ....  .. 


Howbeit they were longer learnde in the Jaws. 


It is oft ſeene a ſober fimple, man, 
Toa great man counſeller may ber. 
Give good counſell, as chey of greater gree, 
ho are uplifted into authoritie: 
For why the Bee that is right weake of | 
Nome to her hyve, ſweet hony hee will bring, 


* 
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By GODS grace perchance as well hee can | 1 "4 


The ſeven Sages. 1 
Brevs in volat ilibus eft os „ initiuns dulcoris, | 
huius Ffuct us illius. Eccleſ. 12. 


How the Emperour rode to meet his fon 
_ | comming from the ſtudie, with 


great pompe and pride. 
Ag: fo — they had entred into voy 1 ha 

Che poaſts ran with all Nane ru Os 
To Romes towne, and told theEmperon Fu 
| That bis one ſon with all haſte andlabour 
Aas comming home on ho2le the readie vu, | 

| Vis fathers will and pzeceptstoobey. '* 
Then his father incontinent cauſde call 
Bis great Pꝛinces, and other Loꝛds all: 
And bad them bee in readineſte — 
Her would go meet his ſon Diocleſiane. 
Lhe ſeven Malters then petfedly knowing 
The Emperour with his Court was cummliig. 
„ | Unto the child, all in one volte a ſaid, ... Galt 
| Wee think it beſt ſome 17375 (Sa PEN 5 
That wee all ſeven paſſe ind (he ci e * 
And vc foꝛ ward paſte with your {ae POR 
In the meane time that wee 15 all pꝛobide 
Dome help, that may put by this curſed rios; . 50 
And wes ſhall zo all that wee 991170 yak... 
Ka p on da n. 


Fo r ſupplie, each ons to 
| Tot Chil dg pee will han . 


Rana et . t on my neceClitie: . _ 
Jn great bay 14 wol ar I will it: | 
2| Aereſoze think on what 5 hade tane hin 1 

ex 


4X4 


ob 


I * 6 


f eleven Sages. 

They tok their leave at dim urs wür , 
When all they rode toward Rowes citie, - 
Do fozward came Diocleſiane ryding, 
And lokes on far, ſaw his father comming: 
And as ther met off his hoꝛſe lighted down,, 
To his father he made him readie bown, 
Kneling on knee with all obedience, 
Then his father with iude and reverence. 
out the neck oftimes bæ tokandkift, 
Chat hee was dumb bis father vet not wife. : W 
Mine own dear ſon, ve are welcome hee lald, = 
Ot your welfare I am right wonder glay. 
How is it with pou, I pꝛaꝝ you let mee knaw, .. 
Fo: it is long afoze ince I you taw. | ' 
{hen this voung nian fuli right man like and mak Be 
Bo wde dotun his head, and e Whats der ſpeak | 

Therefoze 5 475 mar veild gretumly, . | 
What hee aaine, wer een n 

ot gaine 


y bis NT, ; 
* nid ſpeake not u. 
{iy g. . 


amhers tht eee, 

« "ther! ebiſe, 
And of Fit 2ſe withſped they tighted wn, 
leh great de onour,andals renown.” | 
_— 18 eee. — 43 


7” 


va bile 90 one 5 


The ſeven Sages. 

And ſet him down beſfdehimat the boar; | | 

The Yeranlvsbave ſone ſtlence all, and ren fe. 

: Thenſon hee ſaid; now pte will peak to e, 

Pour ſeven Paſters byw do they, tell, let ee? 

Bow does xvtrfetf? fo2 tt is long agg, © 
Since J ron ſaw, the ſuth it is even ſu. 22 
Pee are welcome to mee with heatt ant ale. | 1 
Do then the child his head dee ſoinclinde:n 

Ashee wontd ſay; thank you Father dear,” 
; What e're he thoght there was no warde yer 
” Whereat his father mat veld gretunily, = 
And in a part hes icoked earneſtly- 
And laid, tell mee withontten many fawes, 
| That ve ſpeak not the manner and the canſe? 
TY ) Bee anſwerd not, but bownẽd doton his heavy,” 
ak | TheEmperour ſaw that there was no remead; 
l Vee panſde in minde ol his wen not content, 
So the Empzefle got wozd intontinent, 
| Whereof ſhee was wonder ioyous and giaid, 
To her Ladies with merite minde thee ſaid, 

» - | Now will J go Diocleſiane to _ 
| Wherefoze that ver my belt clothing bing mee: 
And ſo anone ſhee went down to the aw, 
here that full ſone Diocleſiane ſhceſaw, 
| Upon the deaſe beſide the Child ſat down, | 

s this your ſon. my Lo2d, ſhould bzö your crown? 

255 And hath bene teacht by all the eben Docours,: 5 
Pee is to met welcome with all favours. * 

rour- fatyagaine,” - 

2 Jam dot kane 


ho i 5 


Pee is my ſon, the & 
＋ But he ſpeakes not, w 


The ſeyen Sag es. 


JI know nothing how it 9 71 by chance, - 
Wy devilrie, 02 by Gods ozdinance: ..- 

But all the time to mee ſluce hee is come, 
I hear nothing, but alwayes hee is dum. 
der ſaid, my Lozd, delyvez him to mee, 
If over hes peak, that 2 

I ſhall him cauſe with wozds fair and mæk, 
That I doubt not but he will to mee ſpeak. 
de n ing laid, Go away with her, and riſe, 
The child hee role on his moſt humble wiſe: 
Jnclyning low with all obediencte/, 
Co. his father rendzing gon reverence; - 


To the chamber with the ¶ mpꝛeſle bee went, | 


But 4 believe it lenk igt his intent. 


MORALITAS. 


Hat itis written well Wee know 

Into thebookof:Exoier © :*. 

When God to Moſes ave che . 

On Mount Sinai tliat hill ſo hie: 2 * 

Into that book there finde may Ml a 
Amongſt the ten Commandettichrs; * RT 
That wee obedient ſhould bee 11 8110 
And hold in honour our Puients. 


So did this child when chat hee fas | 5 
His father by theiway cummand: 1 
Down oft bis horſe hee lighted los, an . 
On his knees tooke himby che — NOR 


Es gave: ba. 
m for to fi bowde his 


W. th humble cee * e 


I dare not ſpeak for fear ct dread, 


at pee ſhall hear and ſee: : | 


Such 


Such 


The ſeven Sages, $02 
Such thing his Father nowiſe kend, 


' Bur when the Queene came in preſenee 


Incontinenthee bade him wend: «© -- 


| Withherto N and go hence 

he child wich all | 01 
" | Paſtarcommandand howbeithee knew, 

_ *'# That it would cauſe aꝑreat offence, „ 
new well that race that hee would rep. 


obedience 


FA 4868 14 32 51.2 
Even ſo wee ſhould bee al hahd une 


Jo our paregts obedient:: 
And if our owne bee dead and gone 

| Theprinci Uſjsremanent, e " 
ach 85 


Thar is the Father Al- potent, 


| Hee feedes us Wich his holy hnl!sns 4 (30s 
hen let us ſee dur whole intent, ie SHE, 5 Salk 
da ourhemay keepe his command. 1 ond 


How the Em preſſe ted Diocleſianeto-her = 
chamber, for to make mertiiſſe, 
which appearingly hee withſtogd. 


pe Cmpꝛete then ſomeLadies cald her till, 
Paying, this is mine utter minde and will, . . 


** 


ii | That re& pzepare my chamber and my bed 
- | With filk bavkins that it be well ov'rſp;ed: 


And all the houſe ov'ſp:ed with tapiſtrie. 


| They laid, Pavame, as ve bid ſo ſhall be. 


Then the Empꝛeſle tk Diocleſiane 

By the right hand, and to the chamber is gane, 
And cauſd avoide all the chambers anone, 
None ſtapde therein but they two them alone. 


42 © . 


The ſeven Sages. = 
Sbce thonght it belt none other. dbere wöslt * 
And ſet him down befoꝛe her owne bed {ive | 
And ſaid to him theſe woꝛds in a part, | 
O belt beloved Dioclefianemine heart? 
Oftime I þave heard ſpeak ot vont Wee, 
Pour wit, wildome, and pour great, courtens: 
Pour great vertue ere eber J vouſaw, a 
J covet much pou both tu ſciand dnaw : 4 
J am right glad, my \ſwee Diocleſtane, 7 
Chat wee two now are ret alane . 
J would have given within this pear N 
Cen thouſand pound fox to have had it lass 
And 4 am glad that now I may behold-:. 1 1 iT 
The ſam ine thing that my heart alwayes would: 
And J bave cauſd your Father foz to _ 
Co thatintent,andfo;thatfinall end 
That A max abe of your hadi folace.. 
And now ſin; e axe here in ſecref pl 


? 


Foz without fault I ſay fe Fön plainly * 
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I have keped mp clean pirginitie | 
pon truely uutiſtt vs ſent 1 7 
Nbtwichari! | 1 ather the Empꝛou z 
Hath maryed'me, pet | 'Y | 
In that behalf fo futffttbj 47 7 | , 
But at all'tymes ha ve w ite pon ron * | 


Wherefoze of mee ye take pohr pleaſure now, 
And ſpeak fo mer, and let us go to bed, 
Since J my ſelf now thereto have pon led. 
Mhat ever thee ſatd, what ever thee did oꝛ wꝛougbt, 
Fo; all her tatk onewozvh&@anſwerd naught. 


e 


VA. 


Sher 


bt, | 


The ſeven Sages. 


her ſeeing that, to him thee ſaid againe; 

O my (weetheart,and god Diocleſiane, 

I ſwear you here by Peter and by Paul, 
In pour k2ping you have my life and faut. 
Mhat is the canſe tome pc will not N. 
Szew me of love ſome token J beſck: 


Foz (as vee know) A am a bung Ladie, 

And to perfo2m your will am here readie: 

Do in her armes diverſe times ſhe him hint, 
Him to habe kiſt to his month made a mint. 
Bee turnd dis head, and would not thole her kiffe. 
In her own minde,quoth ſh&#,what thing is this? 
And to this man J p2ofer my bodie, 

And by no way hee will conſent to mee. 
Diocleſiane mineonly love, thee ſaid, 

Sith that my love ſo firme is on vou laid, 


hr do vee this? to mee to bee un kind, 
Anowing right well ve bave mine heart and mind: 
{ And there is none that may perceive oz ſeg 
.. | What there is done into this houſe but wer: 
2 MTherefoze grant me the thing that I you crave, . 
| Andyee therefoze my maiden-head to have. 

. | Bee w2yedhis face away,and his viſage- 
\. } F0zby no way heelykedher language. 
- | Perceiving then that ſheecould not obtaine 


His love noz favour, but it denyed clean, 
hee ſaid, y love, and ſwæt Diocleſiane, 
Behold my paps, behold my white bꝛeſt bane. 


Which here J put in pour will and pleaſure, 
N and ciean fozlake our Father the Emperour, 


Foz | 


The ſeven Sages. 
Foꝛ why? he is both feeble, weak, and old, 

Leane of body, and als of nature cold: | 

In his youth-head ſo valiant hee bath bene, 
That now in age hee is conſamed cleane: 

Chat hee ſcarcely may ſtand upon his fete, 
Wherefoze tomeeno:ſuchheisnatmete. - ; 
At your pleaſure my bodie theretoꝛe take: 
Mee ſeing this his head hee turned hack, 
Chat by no ũ gne ns; other countenance 
Into no ſozt bee ang do her pleaſance- 
inſo far as hee could him remove, 
Shree might Ban af be wanted his loves. 
Nuoth ſheet againe, it it pleaſes vou naught 
To ſpeak to mite, noz yet thew mes your thought, 
As map perchance bee done foꝛ ſome od why, 


© 
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Into that eaſe excuſe pon well will 4. PR | 


Pet not the lele J,wonld vee did endite. 
Upon Paper and your minde to mee wꝛite: 


Pee pleaſe not ſpeak, take there paper and ink, | £2 i 


Beſeching von to waite mee what yee think · 
If afterward your love J may obtaine, 


In ſecret wiſe that none wot what wee meane: 


So the paper and ink hee did receive, 
And wꝛite as after heere you may perceiv:. 
O Ladie fair, Ipray God mee defend 
From ſuch miſchance as I ſee you intend: 
If Idefile myfathers.owne Orchard, 

My fathers ire 1 get for my reward: 

Nor ] wot not what fruit thereof (ball ſpring, 
And als right welt] know another thing, 


That | 


' The ſeven Sages... 
- | That Gods wrath but faile ſhall fall on mee, 
* Therefore at ſhort let all ſuch folly bee: 
Provock mee not no further hitherto, | 
For ] will ſhew the matter if yee do. 8 
4s ſoone as ſhe the Cedul had autread, 
under her ft incontinent it tred: 


»-£, 


ro 


And then againewith her teth the it rave 
Thereot the tert that no man ſhould pereei be. 
All her head- gear theo did caſt on the flure, 
Na ve down her clo! hes, and allher rich veſfure,  - 
Rave down her hair, and ſuarted her viſage, 
While bid ran downod'r all her perſonage. 
That all might hear ſhe cride with a loude voice, 
s. | Fybelpfo2 ſhame, oz I my ſelf will loſfe: 
This rude Rybald would raviſh mee with ſhame, 
Perceive this child now if hee ſervety blame. 
Mas nerer woman ſince firft the wozld began 
Do cruellp dꝛeſt with an unfaithfull man: 
That ] lipned none harme ſhould to mee dane, 
-» | pe my402ds, come here, and help mee ſone. 


MORALITAS. 


Ne by this tale yee may perceive 
How many wayes that women have 

At all tymes for to deceiye an innocent 

Into her net while ſhee him get, to her intent: 

While flattring words both falſe and fair, 

Such to rehearſe would file the air, 

For ſhame nor ſin they will not ſpare their minde to ſhow 

Shame js paſt the ſhed of their hair, as well we know. 


I) be ſeven Sages. 
To tempt this man was all her minde, | 
And cauſe him to foule ſin bee inclinde, 
Hee would not ſpeak bur with a ſynd — forſake her, 
hee was the devils wonder y nd, the toule ill cake her. 


hee ligutly ed her owne Lord and King, 
Wich great deceat and falſer 
Incontinent the child to bring to a miſchief, 
Fy reaitour that thought ſucha thing, 1 chief. 


Paper and inł ſhee till him u gave, 
Though hee was dumb, chat ſhee might have 
His utter minde and to perceive what hee would do, 
When ſhee ix rend with feat ic tread: Now y, quoth thee. 


Wheh that ſhee ſaw ſhee could not ſpeed, 
Shee rave her clothes all into ſcried, 
With skarting cauſde her face to bleed in great deſpi pite, 
Fy truour that did ſuch a deed, God will thee quite, 


When thee had all reaven down her face, 
Shree cryde oftinjes full loude alace, 
Is there none help in all this place nor no tetrend? 3 
This traitor ſtrong go ſoon caule hang, chile hee bee dead. 


Hee would heere in great villanie 
Contrare iny will deforced mee, 
As yee may well perceive and (ce my bloodie face 
Bearcs witnes well if ſuch thing bee into this cace. 


Yee may perceive ſhee had no \ ſhame 4 
To cauſe her ſelf get ſack defame: 
Likewiſe an innocent bure blame that was ſo bes, 
That tooke no cure to bee a whore,and ſhee a Queen, 


Then into evill ſo well expert, 


So fal{cly could che tale peryert, 


Which 
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' | Which was well known ſoon afterward, as yeeſhall hear 
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O lchie fleſn foſtered in 


So vicious, and ſovehementz ay prone to * 


The ſeven aer 


What was both Queen, and childs part ſhall bee made der, 


O doblie dragon, and doubtſome den! 


O glowring.greedic,and $4P: ng glen. 25 2 
en, wich g c 


O Cocatrice chat would not know chine owne ic conſcicnee. 


O vile Viper moſt venemous 


O ſubtiſe Serpent ſulphur ous! - 
O hidedubpit peſtiferous: now this I ſay che, | 
Odouble devill moſt lang rous,God are met from thee, 


In malice thou xcifofrequ Wn Iv =_— 
So mailyelils thou can invent: i 


Thou would run to get thine i intent quick to che divelly 


Fy on thefoule lame re ſo fel, . | 
Fy on thc hideous hound of hel. 7 
From the very ſpringing Well chat ay tte 
Thou careꝶ pt to condemme thy ſell thy buf to ſlocken. 


Fy on chy uſt intatfabite. . Pr Ie: 4 
Ey on ehy mirth moſt miſerable: | 3 8 
Fie on thy love moſt lamentable, full of deſpite 5 


Your chance is ay ſo rogerblezcleane L you _ | | 8 

Sith I you ſee ſe inconſtunt, * © = 
All vertues mee think yee want: — 
But into vice ſo aboundanityce are profeſt, 12279 2 
And ay to run to ſin and ſhame you think ir theft, e 


Since yee are given to your plealure, 
Not regarding your one honou :: 
How ſhall men have to you fayour, therefore I quite you: 
Tee are not worth to bee ſet forth, the divoll bedryte you. 


The ſeven Sages.. 
To good women not this I ſay, | 

It is Oe part both night and day, 5 

As yee have heard before mee ſay ich them to chile z 
Tothis good women will not ſay nay, no time nor tide, 


Therefore! pray you mee 2 
For e vill women 1 vill not ruſe, 
Their on honour fa they abuſe in everie fort , 
Heerefore their companicI reſuſe, l ſay at ſhore, 


P Fg 


How the Empreſſe complained to: be 
Emperour of the ſhame done to her 
by his ſon Diocleſiane. 


T2 Emperour with his Koꝛds in the ball | 
eard the loud ſhout and ſoꝛie pitenus call, 
Ort Empzeſſeallhafſfily they fa2th ran, 
Manx great Lo2d,night;and Gentleman. 
The Emperour came firff where was theNacne; | 
Andſaid,Padaine. what have per beard v2ſenee * | 
To do vou nov, anguiſb,o⸗ great diſple#fare;-- 
O fie ſhee ſain, here is a great traitsur, 
pee call pour ſon, but vaur ſon he is nonght, | 
Had he been vours ſuch things he had not wzought: 
I wot it wagnever heard of befo2n, 
Ja all this wozlv ſince any,man was bon, 
Chat ſach a knave ſo hie thing ſhould pzeſume, 
As to defile the great &mpꝛeſte of Rome. 
Therefo:e myLv2d Unte per are Emperour, 
This mat ter muſt tend to your great diſhonour, 
Cozrec ye not ſuch thing, and make remead, | 
J care nothing how ſone that I bee dead, 


ED EeRaceDhs 


Fo: 


2 


2 
4 


* 


Foz go cauſes to chamber I him led, 


pee may perceive by mine abuilliment 

| The truth hereof how that her hath it ren, 
| The h ame and ſin of this harlot to lee 
Each man may know hol bee hath done to mr. 

, | Therofoze,my Loꝛd, as I habs ſaid be foze, 

| I you deſire vou wauld cauſe to xaſtoze 

- | Py great honour, and my wozſhip againe, 


| Would from mee 


The ſeven Sages. 


Then like a knave he would defile my bed 
I cheriſht him with woꝛds of great com fozt, 
To lpeak to mee J did him okt exho2tz : 
On fowle bawd2ie his minde was only ſet: 
| Acre hee ſaw his will hee could not get. 
| Alt his pleaſure hee made him mee defoꝛce, 
Conttare my will, and ſo hath rent uy cozfe, 

' With effuſion of blond all abundant, 

And believing none other thing inſtant 

| But haſtie dead, were not J gave a ſhout, 

| Conſider well if I ed then in doubt. 


That this Rebald,falſe Diocleſiane 
fozcely againſt my wil, 
Oz elſe your bed 1 ſhall never come ill. 
When that the King this matter heard and aw. 
Ves was inflamde with cruell ire and gau. 
Malice, wodnefſe, and great melancholie, 20 
Was na remead but that his ſon ſhould di:: 
Called Sergeants, and gave them ftrait command 
On a gallous they ſhould him hang fra hand. 
Then ſaid the Koꝛds that lod tbe Emperor Mar. 
und pleaſe your Graceſome of out woꝛds to out 
02 


Ven Sages. 
Tozd, as pee know; vee have no ſons but one „ hoon 
Wherefo:e we will have great cauſe tomakemons | 
And ik res pad, wee think all verily - | 
Pour pleaſant ſon were able fo to die: ; 
But not the lente with ſo haffie intent 
Wee think nat beſt. wer ſay with one conſenf, 
Pour only (on that pee ſofoneput downe, - 
Without oꝛder of Law oz pzoviſion. - 
Che law is made to puniſh treſpeſlers, 
All given toevill,andmiſhant tranſgreſſors; + 
And if ſo bee that hee bee found the ſame, 4 
Then by o2der let the lam him condemne: 
Chat no man ſay;that the great Einporour:- 
Pts only ſon iu madneſſe aridfarcotir | © 
Without the Law path put pis ſon'to dead, t 
Pleaſe your Graee to this matter to — 
The Emperour is Tuch woꝛds gave audience, 
And ſaid, Pp Lo2ds of ance dee have ctedente, 
Within this realine to leave juſtice and law, 
Wherefoze J will conſent well to vouc (aw; - - 
And als I think it right expenient 1 
Pes bee condemned in aplaln judgement. 
Then command was to put him in pꝛiſon, 
There to remaine without an ranſon. 8 3 
Unto the time that iuſtice Court ſhonlo ſtand. 
Then foure Jaylers received him fra hand, 
In de pe p:xtiſonrightGarply him incto've, 
Wherein befoꝛs the child was never uſde. 
Now let him it, God cover him ot care, | 
Df the Empꝛeſte let as ſpeak furthermare, — | 


eleven ages. E AF SECT 

| ho perſeverd inmalice and great ire 

Againſt this child as any burning fire. 

| aflone as ſhee had gotten true knowledge, ; 

That this young child was put in patſonage, 
| Not put to dead ſo ſuddenly as ſhe would, 

That all the palace thee cauſd bee on ſtære, 

It was great pains per foz to ſee andheare. 
Then her ladies to the chamber thought beit 
Her to convoy, therein foz to take teſt. 

hen night was come the n ing to chamber paſt, 
And found his Qutene mourning and wæ ping falk, 
: þ W2inging per hands, ſobbing and ſighing ſare, 
The King noyde tu ſee her make ſuch a cares 
Lo whom hee ſaid, D my dear Ladie gent! 

| Whatis the cauſe that y&@ſoſoze lament? 77 
2 | Shceſaid, myLozd, pee know not all my caſe, - -- 
How pour curſt ſon hath made blodie my face, 
And would mee put to utter diſpleaſure, 
| Werenot your ſelf,and other made ſaccour: 
Pee commanded him to bee hangde fra hand, | 
Pet not thelefle on life hee is livand, 
- | Noz your command is nat obepde at all, 
Po ret m ſhameno way is made to fal“. 
- kk GWherefoze my Lo2d,1 think that pee ſtandaw, 

| Upon p out ſon to lead juſtite and aw. 

Then to the Queene the @mperour can ſay, :. 

Pat ame, ſo ſone the morne as it is dap, 

All your deſire to fuifill and intent | 

Ve wall but doubt thale juſtice and jndg ement; 


ne 


The {even Sages. © 

Nuoth thee, my Lo2d, ſhall hes pet live ſo lang, 
Nuoth hæ, Madame, let this one night ov'rgang, |: 
Then might ſuch chance on you come haltig 
As on a Burgelle came of this citie, 

As it was ſhown the truth unto my ſell. 
Nuotb.bee, Madame J p2ay vou that to tell. 
At pour pleaſure,quoth che, it ſhall bee done, 
we het Dermon on this wiſe began fone. | | 


MORA LI TAS. 
EE ſee this Queene by Wayes wrong, 


Yer: pur down. this proper * 

By cuiſt conceate and leaſing ſtrong, 

Te deatli him to convict and file: | 
And als her King perſwade to trow all that ſhee ſaid, 
Wich many wrink, falſe wryzand wile, 


But yet thee was ſer by her ſtile, by good coufelthes has, 1 


Which cauſde him to ptolong the tune 
By counſell unto the moxne:: 27 
Where theybeſt could tarie out che crime,; 1 3 1 3 


And cleanſe the c haffe out from the corne: 0 xz 
It is good te pur by an evill houre, ſay J. 125 
Ere an innocent bee forlorn: | 1 The 
And he of ſo great linage born, this is the rxule and why. or 
7 F 19 k 

Fot if this Queene hadgorren her will. FP 4 Wit 
The Ki: ig had repentediclaire,- 1 ; The! 
Without counſel! or good ill . „Tha 
For to deſtroy his ſon and hire: 8 | N 
Which great had beene; ran 
While the truth had derne ſgens; "; 3/190 7.41 | 4.4 12 


A vengeance on her evermare, Les 
This child that caryedin ſuch care, And curſ be ſuch a Queen. | *«&r 


2 S When 


en. © 


The ſeven Sages. 
When thou young man comes OY $1208 


lf any time it chanceth thee, 
BB!by gift of God vit or knowledge, 
A clioſen Iudge then for to bees | 
lf any fault dee done cauſe to correct it ſoone; 


But firſt that thou both hear and ſee 


| a : The talking of the nexr 6 * thy wit adioqne, 


Ifchere occure cauſe or quar rel, 


: © Becnot too ſwift togive ſentence, 
For therein ſtands right great perril, 
: | Doubr;and danger with negligence: | 
'* Bcethe mater obſcure, Then thou ſhould bee right ſure . 
Buy wir neſſe and. lexperien „ 1 
¶ Let each one uſe their N to rich as poore - 


Secthou uſe ay good counſel, 


| ö | Of that bee ficker at thy fide: 


And ſo lightly thou ſhalt not falle, 


; 1 Vvhat ever chance for to betide- 
Good counſell is the ground: vhere fahfulneſſci 15 and, 
: 1 It can perceive, and 2's provide, » 


| : + |} Andfrom all peril for to gude within 4 liule ſtounds | 


For if thou haſtily pronounce 


£ | Scntence too ſoone to rich and poor: 


The ſame no wiſe thou may renounce, VEINS 
Nor in no ſort againe reeure: 3 
Withoutten lack or ſhamediſhaneur a 
Therefore thou ſhould bee wonder ſie: 
hat thou to no man do iniure: or —— 


Now to you Tudges I will ſay 
Eſchew from wrath and great faveurt 
mercie meaſe your minde always 


. ra) rule your great tancour. 


la no point bee partial 
Your ballance beare equa ll, 5 
Then do yee God a good pleaſure; 

And to your ſelf purchaſe honotyy = 
And wins good of all. 5 


To know what the Emperour, the Ru- 
preſſe, and the young Child, and | To 
the ſeven Doctors do ſignifi, 


FE wee proceed yet furthermare, | 
Of this matter ſomething will I ſhaw, - 
What each thing meanes for to declare 
The matter better yee will kna : 
This Emperour t hat leades the Law, 

Hee ſigniſies a mans petſoun ; 
That walters betwixt wind and waw,. ... © Þ# * 
Intot his world ay up and down. F 


His Son betokens the Soul of man 1 

Which inthe corps is ay incloſde: 

The Empreſſe ſigniſies dat han, 

Who ever open malice muſde: 

The ſeven Doctours are ſeven yertues,.  _ 

Fightingconrrare ſeven deadly fins; 
/hichrbatebe ſillie Soul · perſues,. 

When de ſtruction it begins. 
The ſeven dayesthischildjsdumbe, 

Of mans life they are the ſpace © 

For inthis world fra hoe firſt come 


Hi 22 : - - e. . 2 fe © 2 >, 
et never hath perfe&ſglace ol 
2. 2 vet * K Fas # i | *2, BY 5 = | 44 * 2 7 121917 1 
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The ſeven Sages: * Rr, 
While that᷑ God take him in his grave,” e e 
And forget all this worldlꝝ luſ t: 
Then — hee to God face to face, 

. Whentharthe divelt hec hach vincuſt, SEE 


| Evenfois of this Empreſſe tale, 
| Told for to tempt the Emperour, 
een y to prevaile, 
And ofthis child to bee victour, 
© Tels on this tale far his pleaſure, 
"8 Ot whichthe En perour was content, 
Az yee ſhall heare, good auditour, 
herefore to purpoſe let us went. 


"Þ The firſt tale of the Empreſſe, i is of the good 
Tree that grew in the Burgeſſe garden, 
who for the Impe that grew belide it, cau- 
ſed cut the great tree. i f 


— — ; 

Abich had at wealth all mirth and — 

fair biggings which were both b:oav and die 

—— that were pleafant to ſaæ 3 

Devens 28 hea had therein a part, 

That was to get about in e verie art. 

To tell their names I nid not now take foome, 

Few was ſach like ſo ple r = 

1 5 e wy 
Y Whicheverie year bzo vat ad lente. 

11 2 . e 9 4 | 


. grew — A noble 


20 he ſeven Sages. 
Was ſo done ſwet,andof ſo great vertue, 
What man that bad any ſoze maladie, 


to (wv asheeafthis fra fruit: got ataſfe, 

©f all lckcflehee would bee whole inhatte. | 

And ſoit chant upon an polis dap 

This Burgeſſe went to his Garden to ſay | 

2 — ev fri, © 
ay young impe behind it quyetlis 

You ls ſaw growing, which was pꝛoper and fair, 

Incontinent hee called the Gardner: 

And ſaid, Geod friend,ſee v be wonder ſurs, 


And of this impe daylie that yee take cute: 
Foz I believe to habe a better tres | 
Ot this yming plant, and better bis ſuch me 


No2 is this old J can not adtance, 
' That pith inlakes ſap, ſapour, an vſabKances 
Dewbslt this tree bie far grown it abone. 
he Gardner ſaid, Matter, it ſhallba done. 
— Withia few zayes to ſhew thee fo2 certains 
Lo ſee this plant the Burgelſecams — of 
Which as bee thought was not halt ſo pleaſand, 
As it was when the firſt dax hee it fand. 
To the —— beeſaid, an — (higkees 


As is leper, exteſſe.oꝛ poplexie: wn Fu 
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The ſeven Sage, 


edo the poung plant is ſo ay! made: © | 
Foz if this plant got the A bange en a 
That this tre gets, with ſpeed it would grun 405 
No: is the old, foꝛ age almoſt is dead. 
The Burgeſſs laid, 4 know thereofetrirend; 
Cut dowa the boug bes and branches „ 
Quoth hee, Paſter, I ſhall do as pc tod: 

And ſo hee did, then after in ſhoꝛt ſpate 
To ſee the plant againe came the , 
And ſaw right well that the ſame 3 
Pome nee dfull thing it did inlack and want. 
Co the Gardner het ſaid, Pow ehavceth this? OY 
Py tender plant it do milthzive I with: 
Show mes thereof the cauſs withoat leaffng, 
Yee ſaiv.Paſfer;J ſuppoſe of one thing, 
That is the height of this high growing tre 
Away the San it holds, as thinketh-mee, 
MAhich giveth life, andaouriſhing bat voube 
To every thing that evor grew thereouts 
And als the rain it map not come it naar, 
- -| Which nouriſheth alſo ſome time of the years. 2 
-:. | Thele two wanting, there is no trie tan N. 
Ebbs Burgeſte ſaid, That ſhall wee mend beilva, 
Cut the old clean, and quite domu hy wette 
Foz I ſup . ſhall get better fruit 
Ot this young tres, nos of the alu mas bad. 
The Gardnet did as his Maſter him bans , - 
Cutted the old, and let the young Kand Till, 
Doe hee obey'd his Maſters — 2 IF 
Atter ſho;t time, as this was dong and wzought, 


*. : 
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| The ſcyen Sages, | 
Both old and-young periſhand came fonought : | 
_ Wherefozegreatbaxm and dule came to tbe] pie; J 
8 fick of their health they were ſure, | 
' Baving recontſe unto that noble tree: 4 
Which to cut down it was a great pittie. ; 
And when the pw2 perceiv'dit was cut down, 
They curff and wat ved with many malifoun, | 
That any wiſe thereto gabe their counſeil, | 
Oꝛ belpt thereto. they quite tondemud to hell: 
'F82 why? the pon of all inflcmities | 
Were ay well cared of all maladies. - / 
Nuoth h#,Py Ko2d,now habe ye unberſtand 
What Thavelaiv,quoth bee. that J warrand. . ; 
Anoth ſhe, the like ttoreof J Wall declare 

The which pertaings! 0 your un. lonſte date. 


The declaration of this tale told 
by the Empreſſe. . 


Ter 8 owne noble perſoun; Ba 
e of von K2zdsofrenown: N 
Tho pa fickbo.ayþe'p ano'a pplie 


- By vour Juttice and gxeat 0 1 
This young plant pp ha unthzittie helre,. 
Pou to-deEr op hes hum evermaire: _ _ 
By his cnnning growing up gr by gre, 


As did the de Bo mekle tree: 

And fo — taule ta cut the bzanches nown, 

Who ace pour Leids next to your owne perſoun, 

wy hep 2 8 teigne, and fit uren your chy28,... 
This 


The ſevenSages. - 1 
| This is dis minds thatbeedoth molt vefire: · 
nl Ot this matter then what ſhall alter tall, 
„ All folk ſhall mourn lament wap hewtndcall, 
And —— — 7 
DOD gave connlell this young D ; 
Bnt it deffcoy,024t bure fruit oz floapithy + 5 
cy counlell is theretoꝛe the Impe cut dias, 
D inte vet your [cif reignes in vour hie renown: :- 
And ſuffer not the young Impefoz ta gram, S 
Foz hee ſhall vo dayly what ever ha de, 
Pon to deſtroꝛ andyourbodie phtvoton, - 
And purchale not the maledidiouunn 
.. | Df the po folk, to whom ve were fafegaro , 
Tbereloꝛe in haſte take your San fozth in ward, 
And but delaꝝ on gallous caule him hing, 
Vea doing this, yee do like a wiſe iug. 
. © TheEmperourſaid Madame, Nowby the rev 
Tour counſell is both wholeſome, wiſe and god: 
| Theniozn hee ſhail go to th death moſt vilve, 
| Yowwbeit bee bee mine only gotten child. : 
The moꝛnu then came. hee called den 5 | 
; Tones paſt unto his — dall: = 
| eCmperoar himſelf ſate judgement, | 
Da pannellpathis Son incontinent: 
And ſo at ſhozt hee was condomnds to ven, | 
To be hanged on gallous but remeand: © © © 
With ugztall foundthen paſſing dim ban 
Df Trampot; @halme,andalsof blowing dozu, 5 
on 2 man ſhould die, 


| The ſeven Sages. 
ſhould — meet monde lie: 
Taerar men i was great pit 2] 
aping s great | 
— aha rg the Emperour ta hang. 
Dam moneued, many their hands they wzang. ' | 
In as hee ment th2ough the Krat, | 


Vis licit Paſeer kantillas con! lobimmat. 
ied, - 


WhePalter ſaw bee was to ga f 
With ſpeed at pures tathe palace him ſped- 

Lo whom the child — be him ſaw, 
Down with bis bead then hee inciyned law. 
As bee would ſav Paſtet, it vee bee kinde, 
Now in my need 4 pꝛaꝝ of mee have miude: 

F092 J am nom without vee get mertie, 
Condemned hereon the gallous to die. 
Pee may well know then hee no tarie ane,” 
But in all haſte unta the Palace rade: 

Pet not the iaſie unto the Miniſt ers, 
Þ2oveſts ſergeants jaxlers, and otfiters 
Bee made requeſt ihat they thould paftenothing, 
Foz bee belied d to get grate from the King, D 
To ſave his lite, hee ſhali not die this dar, 
Chen were they glad, to ou the ſuith tolayt- — 
All in one vaice the people hade dim hate 
So without bode hee rode as hee were halts, S. 
At the Palace bee lighted off his hozſe;:. * 3h 
Who ſhould him digt hes tok but little Geer 
Df the Empꝛour belp ve hee got pꝛeſente, 
To whom he gabe on hntes great — 
As him ——— whom the Emperous ſaio, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
mere not I will your reverence * degtabe, A 
Pee and the rett right ſoꝛe ſhould puniidt v, * 
| Fo2 your reward ve ſerve no moꝛe at mee. 
| # Yeeſaid My Tord, and pleaſe vou noble Grace 
- * | ThenhaveFIſpentcight ill me ſeven years 5 
Tating labours on vour Son day andnight, * = 
An god docrine dim teaching as A might: 
pet our labours at ali wee not regard, - x 
But believe well fo get better reward. | 
Ede Emperout ſais Chou lieſt Doo: but vowke, 
- | Firſt unto mee, then ts the reſt about. re 
Pine ame fon well ſpeaking. whole and fiere 
I detyvetd, Now pee hade bzought him heete 
With no manners, but dopted, daft, and dumbe: 
And moe attour, to Hew thee all and ſuwme:: 
CTCThogb he be dum, ſuch thing may come on chancs 
Be God his will, oz b gd ozdinane. 
But br alrthis hee purpoſde which was wozſe, 
Pine owune wadie su maſlerie to defozce: 
And all her fate with her rich oznamgnt - © 
In great malite hee hath all readen and rent: 
— — 28998 tall te die, | 
ndaſteryim t thy compan 
be Matter taid, with words mile und me, 
As ſoz pour ſon pee fay that cannot ſpeak, >. 
de Le er all that matter welt bee knowes, . - | 
Aas ves thallknow hee is not dum d but cant. * 
I truſt in God the ſuith vou foꝛ to fax, wo 
A thouſandhim ſhall hear ſpeak ona day; © is 
as fo; your wife,myLvzd,where tet * 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Dn truth my Nh, I Hall rau ſhew but mate 
An companie with us this man pre, 

As is well &nown continually bath bene; 
b thing ol dim was never heard noaſeene? 


To ſuch wide ſawes give not to ſcape crodence; 
Fo: if pon cauſe your anly n ta die, 

Foz the faiſe wozds of your wives vanities, 

On chancs it ſhall far woꝛſe to happen you, 

Noz to a Knight, whereof I ſhall tell vou, 

hat foz the wozds of his vain wanton wiſe _ 
Canfde him bexeavebis gray bound of his life, 
CWhich ſav'd his on from flaughter of the ſecpent.. 
The: ſaid the Ring. Tellmeeſwztþ that legent. 

- , Pantil'as ſaid to him, Py Soveraigne,. .- - 
If I ſo did then were my tale in van. 
Fo2cre my tale were all complet but doubt, 
Of xour own ſon the life may bee put ont: 
— then my tale ſoʒ nothing it were tolo. I 
whe our (Grace of your great mercie would 
tie your Bon from thegallous againe. 
Then would J think my tale were nat in vain. 7 


Thereſoze if that pour Gracgpleaſeth to Jean, 4 


| Eee cauſe your ſon while the moꝛn to Ar 

bat ba ing duns, ben it is mozn von max 
Do your inteut-when it is fair light dag. 
TheEmperour then ſho2tiy to conclude, © - 
With heavie minde this talk weli underſtod; 2 5 
And cauſde the child foz ta bes cald W 


Where that hee would habs done fa ber ontrage: 1 


refoze, god N zd fo2 your great reverence, | 


matill 


nt. 
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As hath beene read and ſeeme 


The ts: | 
Untill the moꝛu in pziſen to remain. 


Tden this Doaout rigot pleaſant:y bega 


To tell this tale but am ot any man. 


MORALIT AS. 

| Can not ſay but nay of this Burgeſſe. 

For to aſſay alway for greedineſſe, 
To cutthis tree, would bee of ſuch riches , 
Liay for mee that hee proved foolithaciſc? 
And als was not wyteleſſe, 
Both tree andfrujrhce wanted: 5 
Ine Gardner not ſakleſſe, 
T. cut to ſdone hee granted, 


It vas ill done ſo ſoone togut itdown, + « » - 
Though i ir abone Song would not wel ſown: 
Vith the young re ro bee mn dwiſion, 

Iſay for mee ar Jar it was no reafous 
I heard once ſuch a leſſon, 

Better to have in hand 
One only bird: poſſeſſion, 

Than two in wood flecand. 


A dq; 1 read indeed acollop iaw 


Paſſing through Tweed with! A ſaw 10 30 


That it was more1.rq er the leſh ler far, WET 
Of it was clear even t thcreof arid —_— 
They ule in houſe and haw, what ever dinner cot, 


It this Burgeſſe that caſe had witferſetne, 1 
Suchtzre edine ſſe doubtleſſe then had not becnie: 
Thar noble tiee ſo free, ſo freſh and green. 
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Great covetiſe Imeane, _ 
Of this was all the cauſe, 


Doctors n 
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The ſeven Sages. 12 


: Fr 
0 ure f radix ommium malerun, Bs 


A reproach or reproofe | g 5 
to the Empreſſe. 


Ow thou thy tale haſt told wich th „ale frieljp A 
But not gotten thou would, light 111 05 for all thy ih 'Þ 
Had 1 thee in myerips,0utheeT ſhould bee wroken, _ 
The heat into thy hips the ſalt ſea will not flotten: 
Thou art a baird full brokena hideous hels bird, 
Fetter thou bad not ſpoken, condemned Aevils 57 ird. 


The tale of the 
firſt Doctour. 


IB to a realme there dwelt a valiant un! ae, | 
Of noble lame, ai great riches andmight, 
What had dnefon my Lo20,tow as 26 hace 12 
Ms thꝛee Purſes to d ſofter bim bee ga | 
The firlt Konrle fo2.ta give him . 1 
— r 44 
e third to bzing nto and r g 

Lhe noble M Higbt foz.bts C bild thought it bet. © At 
The A night al ſo bee had a gaꝝ Gtew bound, | 
That none moꝛs ſwift did run upon the ground; 12 
Alſo hee had a Falcon fair of flight, =» 
Right Cwitt of wing when bee lyked to light. 
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The ſeven: Sages. - 
Edele two the Koight loved above meaſare; - - _ 
zecanſeoftimes they didbim greatpleaſore- 
Tae eee ng genre ach bes, ä 
22 be was loſdhis pꝛevꝝ he cauſde ay bled, 
And this ſame pꝛeꝝ bzonght tohisLozo anvne, 
This was one cauſe hee tobedhim alone: | 
of | Bis when that — — &: 24, 
 " Bf that bis chants that time would nt ej '- 
 -Bntohis month his hozſstaile would uit tales, 
1 Ibout his ings oftimes hee mente it hake, 4 
"Wl i youl and rx, as hes wouldquite run wok; 
a zur that Agne the Knight well underfed, pre 
j If at that tir hes wouldfurtheroz 89, 
ad ſooftime:: let him to battell go: 
Dis Aanlk aiſowasſs ſterte in her aizbe, 
- Woſwiftin wing, and als le wendet wight, 
bat pee was neter caſt act tos, 
— 
re 
of rb phe ibi, mee 
Niſotbis Kaight ku ali his whole intent 
n hozſe running, juſting and toznament: 
Paon a dap h cauſedfo pzoclams? = et 1 
775 ac bis Cattle foz ſetting fozthbis Ne, mud. = * 
bo would come thers ts fonrney o2JuTing, © 
Pieaking et and als of ho2ſe riinnt dE 
- it the let day tob matcht ſhould not 8 K 
his was thoccy, and ſo to ſhozt ni tet: 
De Knight himſelf tirit entered in the Feld N 128 8 
12 the Cs with harne ne. hoe, and wiel. 
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Then after him vas his — 
With her Ladies to ſe thetoznament: I me 
—— 4 
The taanament ia tabehoivandſe, : # 
Locking the vwe.leaving the child alone. 
Lrulting uſhiena;ontrie ould bee neue. 
While tze tener and iuſting ſhould bæ done. 
Eden in all has ther thouldreturaright ſwnez h 
Believing:wellthobairusnotto wake, © 
None being thors but the Yound and the Hauk 
And the young Child that in the cradle la, 

Except theſe th, tho ret were pat awar. 
Then no man kyewleplurking in the ham 
A 2 2 — noman deen. 


The ſever Sages. - © | 
"0 —ͤ 
-bich ot the two at that time oulv bauen. 
One to devaure, the other to defend 
¶Cheſe two at length together did contend? oe © 
do long at length theſe two together ügyr, * 
Almoſt the Bound all quite bad tw hiomight: | OY 
28 So cruelly hee was wbanded in bid, | \ | 
That all about where that the cradle fwd yk 
as bio berun, that marveil was to fi ” 
[7] Betwirt theſe two ſo bold bargane to bee. | 
The Grephound then perceiving his one um. | 
Auto bis heart waxt ſoernell and ] 2 
With a fellfaixd upon the Serpent tan, 
do them bet wirt a new bargane began, | 
Mith ſach malice,melancholy and ire, 4 
While one was — — tire, 
N02 leave the field mile it chanc t at the lat, a 
Betwirt chem two theerle ob'r they tat: 
With bottome up,and on the tozres it ch, 
Where it was ait about berun with bid: 
do it became: and feu b God his grace, 
That the ſoute fozres ſaved the thild his . | 
And lee pes fill with viſagetowardthogrouny, 
Theſetwo alghting the Sevpent m Hou, 
bile at the lalt he Bound into certaine 
is fell bee hathodercome andUAnine, 
And ſav's this Child from perriit in that tide, 
When all was dene, noton by the cravie ide: 
Licking bis wonnds lar vets this noble gene, 
Foz fighting (one, and ſo om ftp feltfonnd;” = 
** n 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Beſide this dur dich in the cradle A Ty 
Nonein ut onl the ſame tway: -- | 
The Babe flee — —— Wa: 
The hound wearie,and fongbten fo: th his au: | 
Che ſerpent ſiaine, as I laid you befoze, - -— 
The Babie ſafe,and the Yound wounded tue. cope] 
And ſo anone after this toꝛnament, 
Eachman aud; woman to their ludging went, 
Lo teil that dar who wan theenterpule- | 
Chat erand.now tomy matter not ires 
Wherefo; that thing 1 will let bee 24 
And let us ſpeakof the Nonrilſhes the :,, 
CU ho firſt came home, aud ontered in the hat, 
o ſone as they the blood and cxadieſaw, 
Mꝛinging theic hands, and ryving 3 
Crying alas, wo on us eberma tre. 
War only child, our babe. and foſter e bairn 
As quite devourd with a dog,and — 
Alas fo; wo, alas hat ſhall wee des. 
— ce knowano place fos ſuccaur to run to. 
out Maſt ex perchaucet —— 
pere is no wap tram his us defend, - 
But — 244 — — 
Mee know no way where wee may find remand. 
inks lo is come iet as in haſte ail tha 
Lo ſave our life but. Kay, amap ta lee: 
Even fo they div, but left the houſe — | 
But mo2e counſell,alltbze away are gons, 
| And had no wit noz wildams in their haad. 
5 et whether ths batrn was quick oz dead. 


> 
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The ſeven Sages. 

Noz left the cradle, and to perceive the cace, 

But ran away all th z crying alacs : 

And as that they were paſſing foꝛth the fret, 

Their own $Þilrelle they chanced ſoʒ tu met, 

With ber ladies coming from thetournay: : 

ohe perceiving her ur ſes in the way, - - 

Right ſoze mourning, and ryving doton her haire; 

All wo begun, xepleatot᷑ turt and cars, 

Lon the inquirde at them, How Lands the cace? 

- | They anſwerd her a thouſand times alace, 

- | What ſhall we ſay? tz wozds to multiple, - 

There is nobute, all men the caſe may ſ&@: 

A debil, Padame, into a dogs skin 

= lain your ſon alone pour hall within: 

n the which dog my Lo2dhadmoft delite, 

But now he hath of your ſon made you quite, 

In token vet whers that the cradle ſtd 

The dog flepes fill now bathed in his bid. 

e was the dog that my Tozd loved beit, | 

Bee was nv dog but with a devil poſſet: - © 

Therefoze,Labte,foz-us isnoremead, 

But either fler, oꝛ elſe to hide the dend. 

Cherefoze, Madame, ol us ve habe mercie, 

This is the cauſe that cauſethus to dle. 

This ſhe bearing, anone fell to the ground, 

Without moze ſpace into a deadly ſounde 

And at laſt Ladiescauſed her awake, 

Veld up her head, while ſhee began to talk, 

And ſaid,Alaces Py dear ſon art thou ſlaine 

whall thounever play on on knee again wh ö . 
a 


The ſeven Sages, 
Shall J never with my pape ſe the play, > 


-| Wh 


Alas how ſon art thou ſo went a wa?: [ba 
Shall I never ther laughing on me ſ ? Apo 
Alas, how is this dolour chanced mee? I Hos 
wherein J had mine only moſt pleaſour, nh. 
Except my Lozd, both by tidez time, and toure, But 
Is nobo but doubt with a dog clean devorrd, pon 
And never again to the lite bie reſtoꝛd. I pet 
WhatHiltJ ſay? Cbis is & carefull tate, The 
Mine only ſon is dead and gone alacee: it 
So tha meutning in greit dolour and bo, Obe 


The people about that ſteing did right ſo. 
Mourned right ſoze, and of het had pittie, 
In ſuch dolour that Ladlefoztoſe. r. 


Pon 
Von 
And 


In the moan time the Knight fromhis Toznay The 
Retired dome, and ſo ſaw bythe wag ame 
His owon Livielamenting n dolour, and 
Requirdethecanſe ot all her ditpleaſount. To 
Ste 2 ant evermare, | oF "BE Fall 
A can not ſpeak foi great doldur and cars a8 
Is hap ned us, a wonder etuell cace, .. l Inte 
* Pour ſon is ſtain foꝛ evermozealace, Init 
Uith your grewhonad whom that ſo well yel lot, And 
Now all that love on yonur'ſon hee bath peo d: Got 
Bee hath him lain in eradie where ke lay, ©. The 
Pour gouriches all thꝛee ate ſled awaz : PPer 


And yet the place where that the cradle food, _ 


Pour hound lyeth ſlæ ping in pour ſons blöd: 
This vour Grewhonnd without any bel 


| - YRS 
+ ou 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Mhereloze my ſelf unto the houre J die 
Sball nevebeat while J revenged bee 
upon your hound; which hath my one ſon ſlain, 
| Noz in your bed ſhall never come again, 
auhile be bee dead, that cauſde my oneſon die. 
But wo, alas, this is no mends ta me- 
I powbeit it bee aſythment tomy heart, 
vet my great wo it flockins in ſome part. 
Therefoze, my Lozd,if ve thiuk it bee done, 
mitbont delay cauſe lay your Grewhound ſoon. 
The knight hearing ber ſozrowfnlltythance, © - 
I] pow to his ſon had fallen ſuch miſchance,  —. 
Vomeward in haſte but bode hee made him bown, 
And in the clofſe when hee was lighted down, 
The Grewhound heard hozſemen into the cloice, 
among the ref hee heard his Paſters voice, 
And up bes roſe in thebloud where hes la, 
To his Paſter the gie gate came his way, 
Faint and fozefought,came fawning to his ft, 
I as hee was wont bis Mater fo2 to mit: 
Into great ire, what is there mozetoſay? 
. "YWitb bis ſharp ſwoꝛd he clove his headintway, 
d, And that only foz one wo2dof his wife, i 
Got bis reward that ſaved his ſons life. 
Eben paſt the Knight but bode intothe haw, 
NPerceid d the blood, and als the cradle ſaw: 
Hes litted up the cradle as it fv, 
Found the childe whole, and alſo much ſpilt blood, 
Perteiving then of the Serpent the head, 


3 The skin and tail that had _— to dead; 
7 


And 


' The ſeven Sages. 

And found his ſon withoutten want oz wound: 
Alas;hceſatd, foz my god gay Grewhound, 
That I have flatn withoutten any cauſe, 

But only foz the void vain woꝛds and ſawes 
Df a woman, that bath talked in vain, | 
Wherth2ow J have but cauſe my Grewhound gait] 
Which I perceive hath ſaved my lons lite 1 
From the Serpent, thꝛough his debate and krife. | 
Mo fo the houre that now J dꝛew a ſwozd, E 
Mo tothe ear that heard my wives wozd: 
o to the hand that ſudden ſfroke that gave 
Lo my beft bound, that my ſons life did ſave, 
Which-I lov'd beit without any compaire, 
Except my wite, uꝝ only ſon and heire, | 
Which at this time bee ſaved from the dead, 
And foʒ reward now hee hath loft his head, | 
But doubt J would have given a thouſand pound 
Df good money, ere J had ſlain my hound. : 
But ſtuce ſo is, I ſe is no remead, 

My ſon is ſafe, and my good hound is dead, 
Chat fought fozbim,aud only ſav'dhis life, 

And J him flew th2zough one wozdof my wife: 
But this time fo2thbbere I ſolemn a vow, 

That ilk man hall give credence to and tro, 
Here J fozſakeall Toznay and Juſting, 

Bere I fozſake all baiking and hunting: 

Here I fozſake running with ſhield and ſpeir, 
Here J fo2ſake all fates of men ot weir 

In Chꝛiſtendome, but vet no manlineſle, 

Pere I fozſake all armour and barnefſe; 


Fu 


The ſeven Sages, . 


Fo I will paſſe now to the holy Land, 
And fight with Jews while J may ffcikeoz tand: 
Contrare Gods foes, and thereto end my liſ, 
This vowed this knight foz one woꝛd ol his wike, 
That unto her gave ſuch haſtte credence, . 
ithont a cauſe oz vet experience: | 
'# Therefoze, my Loꝛd, your gon grate J require, |: 

Give not ſoſcon credencs to the dere £ 
Ot your Empꝛelſe, though thee bee diligent, 
© Againff your ſon greatleaſingatq invent: 
Foz pee map well by this ſame tale perceabe, 
hat the knight got that ſo ſc@n credence gave 
Unto bis wife, and unto her woꝛds batng  - 
Chat ſav d his ſon that ſame hound bath be ſlain. 

Tbereſoze, god dir, and pleaſe our noble grace». 
dA I wonldyougave no credents in this cale 
1d Unto your Qucen, to put your:ſon to dead, 

Foz ve will rew when there is noremead, -- 
As did this Knight,his noble boutid that uw, en 
| Remeadbypaſtthenhsbegantorew. RI WS 

Pp l oꝛd, bee laid, habe ve betane this tale. 

Tbe Emperour ſaid, that hab dune hut fail: 

Foz that good tale that have told to mes, 

As foz this daꝝ my ſon hee ſhall nat die. 

"| TheDoctour ſaid, if that ye do ſuch thing, 
Bee do wiſely, and like a nobleKing; 
Thankingyour Grace thatonig faz my ſake, 
Pour ſons dead only ye habe dons to flake, 
And ſo tok leave at the god Emperour, 


Co his marrowes paſt home with all pleaſare. 
| MOR 


0; 


The ſeyen Sages. © . 


MORALITAS. 
1 * tale tels us, who liſt thereto take tent, 
That Nouriſhes ſhould not bee negligent: 


To keep their babies who cannot keep their ſell 


From fire, water, and all ſuch like perrell 
That may happen to any innocent. 


For into truth my ſelf this matter ſaw | 
In Edinburgh town weſt underneath the waw: 
Therefore more ſure the matter ye ſhall trow ,, 
That an infant was ſwallawed with a Sow, 


The gurs rave foorth, both lung, liver, and gaw. by 


The mother left the young one on the flure 8 is 
In blankers fir, which child herownſelf bure c 


Paſt her way foorth,and ere ſhe came again 


The greedie Sow had this young babie flaine 
This myſclffaw, I may ſay ic moteſure, Ot 


Though I not ſaw;theetherl heard tell nn 


How a woman paſt for chbbut to the Well, 


And left her babe in the cradle ſſecpin. 


Ere ſhee returnd the houſe was all burning, © 


And the young babe devourd with fire lo fell. 1 


1115 *4 — 


Many miſchiefs and alſh great offence: - | , ;£ 


Hath oft eccurrd by nurſes negligence, 


Which is the cauſe of many bairnes bane, '' , 


As is oft ſeen by good experience. 


Therefore mothers and nurſes 1 proteſt, ane 
When that you put your young babies to reft, 3: 


Leave not the houſe alone all deſolate: 


hat may bechance oſtimes righe ſmall yee wate, 


To eſhew danger do yee the likelyeſt, 


Als in this tale I finde another thing, 
Hou the Serpent lay in a hole lurkjng: 


Waiting whilechatthe hgule was at quiet, 


Many ſervants now privily play es the Pyar, 


Much taking out, and ſmall good will in bring. 


Theſe to Serpents right well I may compaire, 


rom their maſters ay taking late and aire; 


= 


The ſeven Sages, - :* 


1 As beif, bacon, malt, meal, both cloth and coals, 8 8 


Taking ay out, and hiding into hoals, 


Theſe are ſer pents to you Iſay but maire. 
As to this Knight which his good hound hath ſlain, 


2 


| | Thar ſav d hisſoafrom all perrill and pain: 


Tee may perceive by good experience, 
It is not good to give haſtis credenee, 


Unto wives words that are both falſe and vain. 


Untill the time chey had perfectly ſeen, 


- Hou the whole cauſe and matter ir had been: [5g 


When they had known the utter veritie, 


Then had been time the dog to have cauſd die, 


Alſo the Nurſe no way I can make clean. 
C F . * a 


Then throughthe wordofavainwickedwite,  * 
Which oft is cauſe. of meekell ſturt and ſtrife, 


Cauſde him to dothe thing hee did ſore rew, 


Becauſe the truth that time hee clean miknew, 


s a>: C» 3% 


Hunting, hal king and all ſuch game and play, 


Yee married men, take here experience, 
And ſiklike as perfite intelligence, 


Als 


From 


I he ſeven Sages. 
From haſtie words of your wite till eſchewp; 
For they will ſay, and cauſe you traiſtly trow, 
Which is not worth a ſhell full of credence, - 


O wicked wighr, chou does all that thou can, 
Wich falſe ingine ever to tempt the man: 
When moſt hee makes himſelf for to deſtroy, 
Then arr thou glad,then makes chou micth and joy, 
Wo with thy wit, chy bones hee may fore ban, 


| Waried woman that ay eaſts thine ingine, 
Thine own marrowever to put to pine. 
So chou obteine thy foul luſt and 25m 
Not regarding no way thine own =_ 
Which thou not cares for an old tramp to tine. 


Curſt creature, and alſo ſhameleſſe ſeed 
An honeſt turn I can not of thee read, 
Excepting one that bure the blesfull birth, 5 
Which with his bloud brought us all to great mirth 
To pray tohim doubdleſſe thou haf great need, 


A laud and praiſe to the Doctor, 
that put off the firſt day by hie 
tale told tothe Emperor. 
pantillas, with thy Jweet ſuggured 77 


Aud now at late to this good Emperour, 
Which ſweet ſentence thou haſt both ſaid on „ 
And from all doubt and danger down haft dung 
The Emperours great andringing fierce furou, 
Wherethrough thou haſt procured ſome ſuccour, 
 Patothis childe on gallou ſhouldbeen hung, 
Had thou not been, God thenks thee good 1 n 


Which in great realms & kingriks bathbeen rung: 


The ſeven Cages. J 


| 12 the Em pꝛeſte woꝛd paſt — 


When the that heard, but tarrie ſhe fell ON. 
Foz ſturt andnoy into a deavly c won: 
'| Whereof woꝛd came unto the Emperour, 
Chat his Ladie had tane ſuch diſpleaſure; 
And ſo anone faſt thither hee him ſped, 
Found her right ſoꝛe mourning into ger bed. 
Do hee enqulrde at her what was the cauſe, , 
ober ſaid. My Lo2d,there is anew that knawes, 
bat earthly ſhame, deſpite, and diſpleaſure | 
Done by vour on, is tomy diſhonour⸗ 
Wohereof J can by no way get remead, 
And pee pzomild this day hee ſhould bee dead. 
Bat wo alas, J doubt right wonder ſoꝛe, 
If ſhall you chance as did an hird and boꝛe. 
The Emperour ſaid, Madame J youenquire 
That tals to tell, fo it is my deſire, 
To hear it told by you the ſuith I ſay, 
: | Quoth th@,Py Lo2v,J told one peſterdap, 
"| Ofitfollowd right ſmallefec oz nane, 
* 3 Whereto QhouldY another fell againe: 
| Powbeitthereto that ye give great credence, + 
To ſet it fazth v make right ſmall defence: ⸗ 
pet not the lefſe at this time I will tell, 
How with a Boze and Dhepheard it befell, 


7 Pon a time there was an Emperour, 


he 


Ol great wiſdome,great _—_— 


The ſecond tale of the Empreſſe. 
That the Rings ſon hav not tholed judgement, 


- 


| Andevermozeineffimation be, - 


The ſęeven Sages. 

A foꝛreſt fair tzee had plea ſant to ſ, 

Both gap and trim with many ſemely * ; 

Wherein there was running a great wild batr, 

Both day and night hee made therein repair: 

All kinde ot folk that this boze might overta, 

| Without mercie hee did de voure and ſla. | 
Do that none durſt out thzough the foreſt paſſe, | 

Foz doubt ot death tha way ſo perilous was: | 

| UWheredf the King was heavie in bis minde, 

That his people was lain on ſuch like kinde: 

Mith a dumb beaſt devoured to the dead, 

Arid by no way thereof cauld get remead, 

In his impire a cry hee cauſde broclame 

On his behalf authozitie and name: 

Who would debate 02 boldly take onband 

With that baime boze in battell foꝛ to ſtand; 

And him vanquith by ſtrength of ſtal wart ſtraike, 

Dis one daughter bee ſhould habe to his maike, 

Alter his death, his realme as he were heir, 

This ſhould her have whoever flew the bair. ty 

| This was pzoclamdethzonghhis kinrtk and land, 

And none was found the dend would take in hand, 

Except an Yeard that in-bimſelftoky@d,, 

Might I this boze.quoth hes, bꝛing to theben 2:4 

| Notonly J but all my kin alſo  . -;;- 0 

| Should thzongh this dies bꝛok ever woalaly jo : 


| G0 J had hap to cauſe this dumbe beat bie: | 
| Which J chall do, oz elle toloſe my life, 
| 5 I that boze we ſhall bee at the ſtrife: 


and 


The ſeven Sages. 


And ſo hee tok his ſhepheards ſf affe in hand, 


” 


Paſt to the wood where hee the boꝛe ſcon fand. 


Va may perceive howſmn the boze him ſaw, 


Without delay toward the Herd vid d2ew , 


"-Þ ithſach a fatro, and als a felloun fear, 
The ſillie Herd durſt never come him near: 
To ſave his life to ſee if bee had hap, 


But moꝛe debate up in a tre hee lap. 


Incontinent when bee that boze ſo ſaw. 


Che tre to bite began, and als to gnam: 

So that the Herd was ſo2e feard in a part. 

That tbe tre crop he ſhould make turn down warts 
But yet the Herd bethought him on a wile, 

How that he ſhould this bald b2tm boze beguile: 

It chanc'd ſothat this free was laden full 


Of noble fruit, which ay the Herd did pull, | 


Cabich her cat down ay to the boze to eat. 
Whereof the boze was glad that he got meat: 
And fild him ſo,that hee liſt well to fleep, . 
The Herd that ſaw,and down the tree did creep? 
By that an arm hee hang into the tree, 

Mitb that other the boꝛe right quietix 

Upon the womb right ſoftly can hee cla uv, 

The boꝛe fleeping, perceived well and ſaw. . 

At the tree rot the boze where that hee lay, 

With his bꝛaig knife his th2of cuttedintway, 
Chen bꝛought hisheadunto the Emperour, 

With all gladneſle, triumph, and great honour: 
Daping, good Sir, and pleaſe pour noble grace, 
Pour great wild boze J have him kild thzogh _ 


The ſeveh Sages. 
Not doubting but your crype will fulfill, 

pou tauſde pꝛaclame with yoar counſell and will. 
What e ex he was that would kill your wild Bait, 
Bee would marrie vour daughter and pour air: 
When all pour court retuſde the ſame to do, 
With a tout heart A ſet mp minde thereto: 

{ Andnowon caſe this ſame man chanc'd am J, 
And J defire your Gracsofulftil your cry. 

The Emperour ſaid, all that J cauſde pꝛoclame, 
Compleit J not it is to m defame, | 

| What ſhould bee moze? there hee got fo his wage, 
The Emperdurs daughter, and realm in heritage, 
| When the Emperour paſt from this moztall life, 
| The whole Empire heebzuiked and his wife: 

| And'othe hird on womb hee clew the boze , 

|. Wherethzow bee got the kingdomeovermoze. 
| Nuoth ſhe, my Lo2v,have you not underſtand - | ( 
| What Jbaveſato?Quoth hee, A take in hand. _ 
[| Nuoth ſhe, Pe Leꝛd, det then it were na skatth, 

| '-Thoagh A you tolvthe tale and ſentence baith. Rig 


The 
The declaration of this tale. | Wit 
Bis mightie Boze befokens your perſoun, Ave 


Thzow whole great might, wit, wild d x renonn F 
| This wholetmpire yee guid, and alsdefends, ” 


And punicheth what perſoun that offends. | Hce 
This birdJ may to your ſon well compair, The 
That would vou lay,as the hird did the bair, Ane 


| With his cunning doth claw vou oa the wame, 
White that ve flep,and then put you to ſhame: 


D; 
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Oz elle you flap either by day oz night: 

j Chis your ſon doth by his ſcience and light: 

ir, That he may bzuik both pour impire and crown, 

e cares nothing what come to your perſqun: | 
Even ſo his Paffers with their falſe faignd ſawes - 
Do you ay gloſe,as all the wo2ld well knawes: -- 

| Cherefoze,my Lozd, as you will have wolfatr, 
Remember welt on the @hepheard and Bair. 

» - | Thenſaid the i ing, God ſoꝛbid that io bee, 
That chanc'd the boze, that ſuch thing chance to me: 

e» | Bat not the leſſe, Padame foz your god tale 

[ez Pr ſon the mo2n ſhall be hanged but fatle. 

2, | PpLo2d.ſato ſhrwu.if c complæt that thing, 
Then ſhall ve do like a wiſe noble Ring. 


MORALIT AS. 
(- Ourage provokes hardineſſe, 
Which two engenders ſtrong manhead: 
Which three adjoynd with happineſſe, 
7 Makes a mas debate his plead: 
Right ſo into this caſe this ſhepheard did purchaſe, 
The faire maiden als ſweet as meed, 
| With all her land, and gold ſa red,Godgrantzdhimſuch grace. 


I || Aventuregood,and have aygood, 
nn For debate makes deftinie | 
fror even which this ſhephcard ſtood, 
: Eithertodo,orelfe to die: 
Hee was fo ſtout and ſture, of his life took no cure, 
Therefore would thou eſteemed bee, ſer all ona venture, 
And for to purchaſe honeſtie. 


To dignitie would thou thee dreſſe, 
And conqueſſe thet honour, 


I ̃ he ſeven Sages. 
Thou ſhould not ſleep in idleneſſee, 
Nor take thy pleaſure: | 
Set all on ſix or ſeven, and perchance caſt eleven, 
With prayer ſo and good labour 

A man may conqueſſe heaven, 53 
Denuding rhee of all rancour. - 


A reproach to the Empreſle, 
TH e crooked compariſons of your wilde bair 
Mill win jeu no wariſons to you 1 declare, 
Of hell thou art the ſnare, Plutos play fool in plain, 
| Jnubellthen holdthee there, and come not here again; 
| But ſtill ay there remaine, to bee hung by the halſe 
| Jnto perpetuall pain, becauſe tbou art ſo falſe, 


Lhe Emperoar himſelf ſat in judgement; 
| Condemnd his ſon on gallous foz to die, 

| Without reſpec that alkin men might ſ&: 
Bee being led without the ſtreet and town, 
With great regrait and lamentation- | 

Che next Paſter came then the way ryding, 
And ſaw the childeto the gallous ganging, 
Whereat bee was both ſad and ſozcowfow, 
But vet the childe to his Maſter did bow, 
Anclinde his head, as he would ſaid him to, 
Paſter. make ſped,y& know what is ado. 
The Maſter then pzicked ſo in that ſfour , 

| While hee lighted befoze the Emperour: 

| With reverence as well could him etfeir, 
And at his Grace right humbly could hee ſpeir. 
O my god Lo2d, who gave you this caunſell? 


He mo2zrow came, and but moze aviſement 


Without 


The ſeven Sages. 
: | Wichoutten cauſe yourown ſon down fo quell, 

Is this your wife that ſuchlike jars you do? 
Perchante you ſhall upon wo:ſehap come fo: 
Then chancd a knight Þ thꝛow his wife fals ſawes 
Mas put toſhame without quarrell and cauſe. 
Then laid the Ring, God maſter I require pon, 
Shew mee that tale, and gladly 1 ſhall hear you. 
Pp oꝛd, hee ſayes, Will yee canſe call again 
— only fon; Who is toſuffer pain, 

I ſhall you tell my falefw2th to the end, 

And ſo the king again foz him did ſend: * 
Put him in ward where that be was befozn; 
Mhile that the tale was done, and fill the mon: 
Do the Mater the ſecond tale began 
Befoꝛe the Ring; and many noble man, 

As ye ſhall hear,therefoze give audience. 
But moze delay, and to vour revetence · 


The tale of the ſecond Maſter. 


ſto a citie there was an ancient Knight, 

That had married a Ladie fair and bright, 
As pee have one, my Lozd to pour pleaſour, 
And held het yp in all eaſe and honour; ; 
Lov'd her fo well above all earthly thing. 
Like as ye& do pour QAuten, mp ſoveraign u ing: 
Ye lov'oher ſo, he could not eat noꝛ dinxK 
But her pꝛeſen ce, ſo on her ay did think: 
And als at night, when all folk to bed paſt, 
Che gates and dies alſo hee locked faſt, oh; - 4d. 
And all the keyes under his head ther lz, tp 


The ſeven Sages. 

Everilk night while mozn that it was day: 
And at ilk mozn when her thought time to riſe, 
Opened che das himſelf as was the guiſe, 
An that citie was a cuſtome and la w 
Cryedopenly,that ilk perſon might knaw, | 
At a ſet houre a bell was rung at night, p 
Chat all might hear, and underſtand full rights 
Anv thereafter withoutten mozevelay 
The watch was ſet to walk whileit was dax: 
Chen after that, if they conldany met, 
Going alone,oz walking in theftret, 
Don were ther tane, and into pꝛiſon led, 

— While au the mo2n that ali men role from bed, 
' - They were all bound to a ſtock oz a tri, 

To their great ſhame, that all tho town might tat 
Chen after that, induring their life time, N 
Ther wererepute as guiltie of a crime: 

And holden fozthfrom all god companie, 
This was the lam that time of this citie. 
This fozeſaid knight whereof A ſpaks befoze, 
Was grown in age, an old man and an hoꝛe 
Vis ramping rate of youth he had compleet; 7 
And had ſloouned of bed ſolace the ſwet: ; 
Howbeit bee lov'd his Ladie well enough, 
Pet as ve know moze grafth pertatnes the pleug 
Andſhe perceiv'd of ſuch tratt bee div fall, 
She tok in hand another toalſail: 
And ſo ſhe did a man of tender age, 
Jneo laſts bour foz to win vallalage. 

o had aquyetchalmer in the town, 


2 * 


Ion fo;th the keves that ber 
:: | And when ſhee came ow 1 
| bee laid the keves.und er 


-» 


. | Soevery night after the 48 


x To her young lob 
And ſo ſhee did as oft as ever 0 


eleven Q 


lay down, _ g 
Under bis bead the key ſhee ſtole awar, 
the went 8 15 der lay: 
1 

band not wilt: 


dh rs 
doit befell upon & winter n 
A waking came Fn this eld: dien n nigbt:⸗ 


ves could not flap, pet mand as hee ln. 


-Þ| Yee turnd about. dmitz his wife away: 


upon der name he.tryneofter na; thziſe, 


0 

9 
r: 
* 


She anſwered it then ee befonth to tile, 
fought all the bouſe,by no wile could her 8 ad, 
And wilt not well it wer wat out oz in. 
Sought his bed-head whexe that the keves lar, 
bat would ye moze? they arealltane en 
Paſt to the gateg,all open bee fand, 2 


But moze ad vile hee cloſet them tra han 


2 


Aus window that 


£ 
: 
* 


ened tothe gate, Im” . 
Puch of the night there tat hee at the walt; 
And when it erp rip the third Cock eka, 
Paking her bai, his own iſe when lt. 
Who hand the. dos upon bet loctedfaft, , 
well wit that hee was then agaſt;* 
elelte bet 7 17 72 gates were lacked, 
ain in pe; creat thee Knocked. 
the kvlgh BE RIA 
1 bono Kenan now to be (@n2 * 


and der train, | 


Even S 
Df — bon ' chimes 228 ae To 
whom thou knew ea du had the peart, Foz 
thy bawdzſe now am 3 well expert: 25 — 
Foz tbis is not the fie tt time thou datt done, 
Such harlotrie thab ſhattrew by yon mon. 
While the watch thme.there ſhall von fill remah 
And as law will | eaſter tholethe pain: 


Thenſaid the wift,ÞyL 2d, why tap von fo? © 
| re way mtc far mo. 


ant pou jonght !. 4 
That caicſdeme ſteal from vb A away, 
A thought pittie fo awake r 5 
Foz wor: de know ve are febte and od. 
To awake von off pdhr ficit dp you wonld _ © | 


Ben fick the mozit;anywonvei;fll viſpoſes; ''t 
It hs {pour ales were en f 


de enen, 
a N alt in me, 


Noz neter * . 5 oy ou 8 at 
Therefoze,F p zap von! 
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*--| With the town watch here nanding minozlans.- 
rf, | Foz now the houre appzoacheth wonder tler 
That the watch riſe, and they will indeme her, 

>| Which is to mee an everlaſting ſhame, 
And als to von it is a great defam. 
aby Were J guiltte,oz yet committed crime, 
N J wonldvouchſafe ye holdme out this time. | 
Eben ſaid the knight, Doubtleſe yon come not in; 
Foz no pꝛaperot you, noz all your kin. | 
Adil that the wafch betake you in the ſnare. 2 
ben where ve were to them ve mult declare. 
Eben the wife ſaid, Py Lozd, ii ſo ger du.. 
An great defame ol us both it comes to, 
ir, And all our kin, allya,and! our kae, 


| Fe Thou haſt ſo or e thy elf —— 1315 15 


n „ * = . 
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Far better were fo; thy fault panicht hee, 
And here thole hame, that all mank ind map ſ&@, 
Then foz to thole puniſhment after dead 
Jn burning hell, whers there is no renigads 
Then ſaid the wife,Þy La20,J you re uire 
An this one point to fulfillmy deſire. 
ww fo; his ſake that died on the tra ny 
Thole not ſuch ſhame ſo ſakeleſſe come on mer. 12 
he u ingbt anſwered to his wife again, 
O wicked wile, thy woz ds are all in vain; 
— comes inuntiil th watches knaw, 


The feven Sages, T 

And bee after the courſe of las. Int 

Then laid the wike; I perceivethis is done, The 
All fo rhe ofa are impoztune. | - Jl 
Then ſince ſs is, v are impatient, 9 
A will vou che in few woꝛds mine intent, , 
Dy Lo2d, ye know at this gate ſfands a Well, * 
WWherein but doubt now J hall dzown my ſclt, - 
Rather then J and all my kin be ſhambe, 
And als pour felf ſhalt not ſcape undekamde. Tot 
Then ſatd the knight, would God that ſach had The 
Long tyme befozeF fawyon with my erne. Bele 
So asthefe two together were at tank, fand 
be mon was dark, and hid was under walk: i dot 
Eben ſaid the wife; PyLo2d,and be your will; And 
Chat I here bide, the fame J maſt fulfill: be 
24 ivohere,and fo: to ſhame my en, and 
Rather J hall ber dzowned in this Well: Lot 
But J wil doasagodChziltian wigdt Intt 
Ougbt to her Loꝛd, am to a noble Knight, 0 | Pon 
Pet ere I die m minde is and intern [Wo 
 Befoze you here to wake my teffament , : 
Bere to the Loꝛd ſirit Jew my fant, 
Py bones to lie in the chuee of waind Paul: 
As foz my goods, hadJ ten thouſand pound, 
Cen thouſand kye ganging upon the ground: | 
Als many plenghes gangtirg upon the tand, 
Als many chæp as thereupon might and, 
: 4 would leave all unto yourown perſon, 


The ſeven Sages. 
Chat vo ve here ſtanding this time ut night? 
Out of your bed waking ſo wonder late, 
Waiting your-wheozes and har lots on the gate. 6 
Pight it not ſerve my bodie at your wills; 
But vt will paſſe pour old whozedme untill: 
This is nightiꝑ pou aſe this ſamepaſſage, 
Pee ſhall repent right ſoze your old folage. 
The knight hearing the valce of his'own wife 
Yee was right glad that che was vet on life, 
Saving, N adie, well is m&evermoze ; 
Loving to God that I may hear pou there; 
Foꝛ A bel o vœ had ben in the Mell. 
Quoth hs, Oid fol,k&epout of it thy fell; - 
Thou ſerves better fox to habe — - 145 Foz 
Foz thy bawdzte,noz holy wayes ts went. 7-0 and 
Quotb her. L adie. yet let ſuch language ber, 6 
What is the cauſe va ſaꝝ ſuch things to mae 
When J locked the gate, p ſhall mee trow, 
I did nothing but to have chaſtned you: | 
Foz in no wiſe J nevex did intend 
Pou ts diſpleaſs,0z any way offen. 
Foz when I heard the noiſe into the Mell, 
Unto mine heart there ſtrake a cruellknell: 
And in all haſte pou ſaw as I came don, 
Pon ta p:eſerve, that no wiſe pou ould don. 12 - 
Old dozened Carle, quoth ſhe, I bear the lis, Thy 
Mhoi was ov'c peart to judge ſuch thing of mie: ITbo 
But I perceive this pzoverb is rigbt true, 7 ber, 
The unjult oft the innocent dothpurſne: ber 
Thon lieſt to mes, and hat done many time, 4 , Bette 


© 


The ſeven Sages, <7, 
After the guilt when thou, committes the crime, 
I As thou doſt now, that never to the fatlde,. . 
And thy great light as now J have aſſailde;. . 
Nnd have the tane iuto the ſicker ſnare, 
mherefoze but doubt.foz me thou ſhalt Kan W 
4 Ubtle watches come,and with chem tobe ſen, 
n times br gone an old fol thou haſt ben, | 
Ebat me ligbtiied, thine oon wifeand.deſpiſed, 
MNnd tothe whozes went okt inies dilaguiſed z - 
and ever haſt done ſince the fir time I the kend , " 
Au thy lifetime inlownriethou halt pen: 
But God will nat let tuch unpunicht be, e T: | 
Foz many faults thanhal dene off to mas: 
Fe he is jaſF,and will have ſuch things Well. 8. 
8 h + and I ſhall make it ts the-people known: 


Therefoze tand ſtill thou comeanot in but doubt 5 
While the watches, and all neighbours about 
Chat one thou art they may petkedly rod, 


0 ſan thereafte x to bide the frokÞ of law... 
Thenſaivthe knig 5 de mat with, 
To what effect ſhayld you ſuch ta e tell. 
- {pe know right well that I am vid and lit, 
And in this town I habe benevermair: . 
and e yow where my name was bed, 
4 2 t e ee x 
oe my l god Lo2ds names, 
4 SED we NE lata me ndt take wank”: + 
2 deſaid, 01d Dia fl;thou ſpendsthy time in vain 
There ſhalt thou ſtand,andtholeoflaw the pain: + 
etter it is to thole here patently, _ 1 85 
at] Tuben 


The ſeven Sag | | 
Eben everniozs in ae ee. e if , 
Salomon ſaith thze things hut Gooveth at, - — 4 
A poꝛ pꝛoud man above bis own effate, 8 
Chen a rich man in tontnetude to lle, 
And an ald man a tond fol fo2 tobe: | 
And fo but voubt ye bz thefe vices the, 
What ned bad pee to ſie ſo far on ma. | 
As toy riches ye have 1 0 at wilt, | 
Why 1 7 51 ver then hour iperch with fallet tpite | 
As foza fol, pee arv ane wonder conth, | 
Foz as ye know the foureof all my deut 
At — pleaſire re habe had 7 e Fl 
Pet ta bawozie v have gone late and air. 
Tee 7 my vo done Et, tag; „ 
ough ve co ttt | and w , 
| Bath} erfever'e hte It 
Pet he will not there 


But lent vou grate SE to Wet, — 
Wherefaze pe nit 7055 my (Ww'aud — 
Then l#id?ye knig 'Ladieveſt befov's, 
Howbelt God ber a inner moo: 

Pet not the leile a e und row. 5 
cn — eee 

What time we willko2 bear, virions 7 
Then God fozgibesonrfins mau m 


Thergko; 


"Tho 


* , 
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" | Thancomes not in, that here 2 make« tow; = 
Aas as chat ther ſpeak theſe wozds them amang, - 
In the mean time the Watches bell thep can. 

T ben laid the kaight Gn wile, let ie ſuch — 5 
Beat ve not now howthat the watch bell ciagse 

Sutter mee not ſoꝛ ever to take ſhame, - 45 
Which is fo:loth degrading of my name. | 

Nuoth ſhe, xe know not what you ringing meanes* 

To the welfare of pour ſoul it pertaines. 

Therefo:e pe muſt take all fo2th patiently, 

Foz your pennance youmuff thole openly, 
- | Atreſpaſſer but doubt ye have long ben 
-- | ToGovdand m. as ſhallbe heard and ſen. 

In the meantime theſe twoſome as they talked, 
{, | Up th:ogd the rat the watches came that waked 

Done into hands thee tek this noble Knight, 
With great marvell,how hx into the night. 

- | Uponthe ffcat durſt fozth of lodging be, 

» | Whey ſaid to him, At was no nights duetie. 

Conſidering well the doubt of law he kend, 

Þe was overbold the contrare t pꝛetend. 

ber hearing this, with a loude voice thee cryds, - 

O my good friends, the truth now have ee we 

Df that trouckour, and als a doted fool, 

Chat his fon! luſt on no wiſe be could col Wt 

But upon woes foꝛth paſſing in the night, 

Banis ee it ſuch pertaines to an old knight, = 

t me body at pleaſute had all time, 
Conilder now if he committed crime: 
With whozs all nigbt, and coming in at mozn, THE: 


* 
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— 


Put down your ſon, and reave from him his lie- 
The Emperour laid, That wife was far to blame, 
That ber husband put to ſuch open ſhame; 1 
And bee lakeleſſe, the foul ili her betide, ve 
hte was the wozlt that yet did gang oz ride: 


And foz the tale that thou haſt told to mr, 
This day but doubt my ſon hee ſhall not die. 
The Paſter ſaiv,Þy Lozd;pe doing to, 
Within few dayes both pleaſure and great is 
Df your own ſon you ſhall have ſir, but faile. 
do this Maſter whenb&had paſt his tals 
Chanked the king of his benevolence: 5 
0 to his leave, and home ⸗ ward is gone heuce. 


ALE cunning Clarkes that couldin ſtories write, 


By all their craft could never yet indite 
The great miſchief: by women done to men, 


he traitourie, diſpleaſure and deſpite, 


Heirſhip, ſlaughter᷑ the great ſorroꝭ and ſite 
At length to write it tyrde theĩr pith and pen, 
They were ſo huge, and ugly as yee ken: 

The teinth thereof they couldget never ended, 
Becauſe to men fo oft they have offended. 


Ot chem hat ſayes the great Philoſopher 
Ariſtot le, and als that digne doctour 

Cicero and Salomon ſaid ſome part, 

For all his wit, great ric hes, and honour, 

They cauſed him bee a great idolarour: Wh 

And from great God cauſd him turn all his heart? 

Likewiſe Virgilthat was ſo well expert, 


_—_—_ 
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| Tatilla ereill they hangd him ovetthe 1]. 
| To his great fhame that all che people ſaw. 


| Ariftoile which was the A ger ſe 1 
| Ofnarucall wit, and great dphie? 

They bridled him as hee had bevna horſe. 

| Sampſon deteined by great ſubriltie. 

What got David for all his propheſie, 

| Now yee may ſee neither iam nor force 

| Cannot refiſt the curſtneſſe oftheir corfe, 
Enough thereof who likes to read Saler, | 


Therefore, I ſay, I think ic no mai vell, 
r whereofour tale wee tell: 
Conſidering hee was ſo old and hair, 

| Deccived was by this hogh-lop of hell, 

| With ſo great ſlight keſt the ſiqhe in the Well, 
Alace, alace, and wo for evermare 

Sbee ſhould eſcape, if that I had been there, 

To helpedher, that fierie brand ſo ſelll. 
Her to have drownd mine hands they ſhould not ſpare. 


Shee making bal er neren tleſſe, 
hee at her game, and he alwayes guiltleſle: | 
She being falſe, and hee ſo traiſt and trewr, 
lee being firm, and ſhee alwayes faithleſſe 

Did him atcuſe of that each deed doubtleſſe, 
Wherein her ſelf was guiltie well ſnee knew 

For all his ſpeach nothing would on him ew: 
Ey, fy, falſe fiends, and furious hell furnace, 
In bitter gale turnes all your game and gle wp. 


Now ſirs, pereeive her flight and ſubtiltie, 
| Whenhce ſleeped {hee ſtole away the key, 
| Where ſhee. pleaſed paſt foor ih to her pleaſure, 
| . When ſhee came home ſo loud as ſhee could lic, 


And what hee wants now ſome ching ſayes Chaucer. | 


* 


Saying, 
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Baner of bail, the devil 
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Saying her mother was on point to die, | 
With many words diſſembled under colour, 
Forged with falſet, lurking for diſpleaſure? 
And then at ſhort how ſhee made her teſtament:. 
O mercy,God, here is a falſe intent. 


O ſubtile ſchrew,and very Sathans ſeed, 
Impe of the devil, care neither croſenor creed: 
Tyner ot truth, with tongue intoxicate, | 
Belzebubes bairnes,infernall burning glecd, 
Wich fained fare, thy teirs well canſt thou feed: 
And flattering words ful ſild all with deceat, 
Lyned wich leaſings, Lawtie goes by your gate; 
Net of the fend, in vengeance yee avauunt you, 

hee dow not daunt you. 


Yee maried men, in time keep well your keyes, 
Now may yee know ſuch womens properties, 
What mercy grade, or good deed they will grant: 
If yee deſire ot them ny ſupplies, = 
Then ſhali they make to you a thoufand lies, 
You to obey art evermore obſtant. 
What they would have that — they will not want? 
In that the any. chem the ſpenyie flies, 
That may ſerve? ell ſor ſuch an unſonſie ſatit - 


Who can excuſe this double devils lim?. 
Such a falſe trick ſo trimly plaide to him: 
Shee in the fault, and hee ſo innocent: 
Ey bitter bitehꝭð old burning bair ſo biim, 
Thy clean conſcience to heaven will cauſe thee clim: 
Or down ta hell ever bee permanent, | 
In Plutoes palace there to bee preſident, 
Am ong that grace le ſſe gariſon ſo g im, . 
Gr eat pittie were thou ſhould bee thereabſen 


For why? thoucanſt ſo well aleafing cleck, 
Turnau p fide down, aj to thine onn effect, 


The ſeven Sages.” | © 
Though of thy tale a word bee never true, 

Leaſings to rain thou takes but little reck, 

And the blameleſſe ay to put in the bleck, 

And make fine black of it was never blew, 

Of a true tale thou canſt well change thehew, 
Therefore I pray the devil to break thy neck, 
Or ina ſeck to bee drowned,adew,. ' 


A lov ing to the ſecond Doctour. 


G Od thank thee Doctor for thydayes wark, 
Thou haft thee ſhown 4 loving cunning Clark; © 
Ile innocent bath ſucconred through thy tale 
Let the Empreſſe now bluiter,bleat and bark, 

For at this time ſhee i put by ber mark, © 

Truting in Godthaz (keeſpall not prevaile, 

But yet I know agam (bee ſhall aſſaile 8 

The Emperour with ſame ftorie ſo ark. 

But ber vain words ſhall notibung ber auaile. 


» 

. * 
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The thirdtale of the EmpteſſG-. 


TP Le Empeette heard how allthe thakter rem, 
And how the childe wag nat vet püt to dead? 
Foz very ſtart in her minds was right wo,, 
It was moſt like her heart to burſt in ts. 
Co her chamber then ſher pat ſon within, 
And there began to ſkart and rive her din: 
And cride aloude that ever J was bo2n, 
Anto my cud would J had ben fozlozn: 

A being childe unto lo great aking, 


A 


That 
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That I ſhould thole and fuffer rac a gig 
As of pon de bil, and a rank renigald, 
Pee to ddfozce ſo'openly hee wald 

Tomy great thaiile;arid wozldly nee * 
A being ueen unto the Cmperout:: Br ; 
And can hereof get no'mends no romead, * : 
I pzay to Gos it J were fairly dead: ES 
Sothis was ſhown unto the Empeteur, * 
Bow this Lade was in ſuch diſpleaſure, - --- 
Jnto all haſte to het thamber hee went. 
And laid. M adie, A pzay yon not lament 2 
So inwavviy,fozit becomes you nougyt, 
Lake not ſofar neither in minde no; thonghl. - 

he laid, My Lond. the lobe Jow to %%“ 
Makes me moꝛeſturt, in heart moze — | 
Then diſpleaſure of yon dumb devils bead, 
Lherefoje good Loꝛd, ſo great God mot ne ſpeeds | 
Then ward love chat J unto pon been 
Do cauſeth mi remain ſtill with youheret 

Oꝛ elſe I had to my father departed; - -- 2 
Lo my cdunttie, where J am not ſo bearted - Som 
To your bohove,andpleaſure night and dan, 
This is the cauſe 4 will not paſſtemy wa: 
Foz if did, then a cauſe it ſhould bes e 
Df great diſcoꝛd, and als enimitie 

Between my father and you foz evermoze, 8 
This is the cauſe, will not paſte therefoze: 

Foz well A know h& would revenge my quarrell, 
And to conqueſte put all this realm in perrell; 
Foz my father 1 is 8puillant pꝛinte, - 


The ſeven Sages. 
Ot diverſe realaics,andof great reverence: 
Knew hee truely of my great diſpleaſure, 
A know hee would increaſe ſo in rancours 
That this countrie foz that ſhould ſoze repent, 
That is the cauſefrombim I mee abſent, 
Foz your pleaſure, and pet vi will not trow, 
That IJ will do ſuch pleaſure unto you. | 
Lye Empexoar ſaid, Madame, bie well inclinde, 
et ſuch malice remove out of your minde. 
Foz ſo long time as God will lend mee life, 
I think never ta tail to you my wife. 
Prad, ſaid ſhes, 4 pzayGod pes live long , 
Yowbeit that I dotive in thaesp and thꝛont · 
But J dzead ſoze, and heavily I fear, | 
Chat it chance you that chancd this binder bur 
To a great knight, and to his ſon alone, 
the time that his father was gane: 

bzough ſudden chance departed to the dead, 
Pet bis on ſon would not butie his head. 
The Emperour ſaid, That was a fellon fead, 
The ſon would not burie his fathers bead: 
That example I pꝛaꝝ you to mee ſhow... 


See (aid, Px Acad, will vee take heed and-knoth To 


It ſhall yon do great god A take on hand. 
Nuoth bee, ew fw2th,and let mee underfSand.. 
do ſhee began with all expedition, 

as thee belt could; to ſay f@zth her ſermon. 


TN this citie that now is called Rome, 
Mhich in tbele days was head of Ch; gef 


The ſevere Sages. 
There dwelt a knight, 4haſ@theonfortaſayss 57 
pad but one ſon, and hes had dangbteratinen- 
This knight was ben te benntmeendeneen 
Great toꝛnament and to kwiſt hoꝛſe tanning 
To merrineſſe, anp all kindgeiblesſum i. 
That might hold ap, and ſet atbchis handug al 
| Soevery year ſo great xiches hee ſpaatiq an 
de, | Which th: ſeopereame ener. 
Wherewith thengrew to bim-:skantofxichess: . 
His dayly chear anderpenſeAiddecreats:.: - 2: /> 
In the mean time there was an Emperous 147. 
Octavian, a man ot great honour-::. cn Got 9 
Mhich in riches ſahighle did abounds o 2.: 5: ; 
That bis compare was not upon the aun, 6:8 
bx [| That in ſo much hee had in his treaſnrs IE . 
Ort gold and ſilver the which ld a tabwen ? 
Which goldand towꝛe though hee hanit oma, 
Toa great knight to keep he gabein change. 
bis other knight whom of mes ſpake nf air, 
That had ſpended his rent and meehte matr, .. 
On idle games, as hunt ins and hauk ing: 
ate ſitting up, azad out of time (pending: 
fach peoateth he grew and greatthirtage, 
That be bebopdtoeſell his heritage, 
ve cald tohim his ſon which was bis aire, 
And all the caſe to him hee cauld declaire. 
This is the cauſe hut daubt mx ſon, ſaid hee, 
J am compels ſo with great povertie, 
That Jon fozes and need muſt ſell my land. 
except remead come at ſame ot her hand. 
che nE DP Mhere⸗ 


The feven Sag es. 


TWhereftzbugh J mar — my lite dayes - 
Live honeskig, this to his ſon bee ſapes. 

Foz if'I'thance t ſell mine heritage, 

Pee know Iy daushrers will want gov marttage, 
De laid, Father; il ls it with von ſtands, 

What enen nb aduſlie muſt dur lands, 

At your pleaſurethereol à am content, 

Do as v pleaſe, tos thereto J conſent. 

The father ſaid, Rom have I tane in thought 

A god conceat, and tell it will J nought, 

But unto the; I know the Emperour 

Df gold and rent her hath fuifild a towze. 

Let us two paſſe with inſtruments by night. 
And bzeak the towꝛe with ſubtiltie and light, 
Meer ſhall obtain riches abuddantly, 

| Shall us holdup e bot ia honeſtie. 

ThenTſkto the-ſon; (choztiv to make an end, 
There in nut one that couuſell tan amend: 

It is better take from the Empetour 

Part ot his gold, his uiver, and treafure, 

Then foz to ſell your land anvheritage, | 
Wherthzough pour bairnes ſhall live ap in wg 
Do in one voice theſe two did condiſcendd 
Co bzeak this towꝛe but turris they inten. 
| Soon a night with inſtruments they paſt, + 
And th26ugh the towze an hole they got at laſt, - 
Man to the gold at larges where it lay, . 
Furnicht tyeir cacks, and unſcrieb came away, : 
33ave» aithis vebt,andliv'd as merriite, 5 3 


As ol befoze in ever game and glie. | a 


The ſeven Sages. 
Jn haukingzhuating,andintoznament;!.' + 
While at the laſt the gotd was gone and ſpent. 
An tye mean lime the kee per of the to we. 
ge. ho had in charge all the gold andtreaſure, 
| Perceiv d the hole, and the gold ſtoln uns 
Ve was ſoz ie, and knew not what to ſap; 1 
Into all haſte paſt tothe Emperaur (+ 1 
And ſhew how ihte ves had ſtoln his treaſure. 971 
Lhe Emperour ſaid in yae-ail-angeriys © 
What is the cauſe thou thowes ſuch things to mare 
Co thee J gave (as to a true ſetvandꝰ | 
$Þy gold to hep. and that thou tok in hand. 
At thee again A ask it toreft92e,' 77 :: P, 
As it becomes thou ſhalt thote pains therefoze: * 
When that this knight the E mperout ſo heard (ay, 
Be (aid no moꝛe, but humbiꝝ went his way, 
And law there was nomatter to debate, 
Þe unbethonght himſeifofa tonceat, 
Thintzing right well that they would come 1 — 
Lo ſeek moꝛa gold, to take them with a train: 
Befoze the hole a tun hee cauſde pꝛepars. * 
Pingled with pick, birdlime, and ſuch like ware, 4 
So thick and truch,that who therein tome woulo, 
Contra te their will there ſtill it would them hold: 
And none might come ints that bole agaan, * 
But hæ muſt ne des fathin the ſamine train. 
Not long dtex; ae 4 be ſezehave fad: 
This other knight, when .be the gold ſpent had, 
ve and bis ſon again went to the twee, 
— Coſt ſeal moze gold then ſeom tde Emperour: 
An nge 0 2 0 


* 
* 


- 
' — 


The ſeven Sages. 

Dothe father firſt inthe hole hee went, 
And in the tun hee fell inconfinent.-! - 
Into the neck, and there ſtack as a ſtone/, 
Conſidered well that his foztune was gone, 
Said to his ſon, Come thou oz ward no war. 
Foz at this time A am tane foꝛ the pꝛep. . 
Come thou faz ward, thou ſhalt not fail to die, 
And none ol us another may ſuppli . 
T ben laid the ſon, it vc may not eſcape, 
hen are we both but doubt tane in the rape. 

| 5 us defend, father that ſo not bes, £4 
But at this time yer get ſome help at moe. . 
And il A may not help ou now my ſeth, oo -+ 
In haſte A will both help and ſeek cdunſeii. 
.Thbefatherſaid, I ſe is no remead, =} 

But with thy ſwozd thou muſt irikeoffmy head 
And when they findeniy dead bodie headleſſe, 
Chen ſhall ye all of this ſhame ba ſahelbdde, 
So none ſhall know what perſon did this dds, 
Noz in whole heeſt thole bargains divimbzeed. 2 
Chen ſaid the ſon; Row father bythe tod ii! 
Pour counſell is both honeſt, juſt and gad: 


Foz it ſo chancd in this caſe ve wers ktibwn, ! 44 
Allo our ſhame to all men ſhould bie hoton: 3185 


Do ſhould we not eſcape the cruell beadzß * 8 
Do J think beit that J ſmite off-your bean-. 1 
And even with that as her had ſaie the wo,, 2% 
Out ot thetheath anone her vow his {wozy, - +: 13 
is fathers head bee hint.of hastig. e 0:1: 24 
ns in a Cutter hee keſt tener bl. 210: a * 


| The ſeven Sages, - HH | | 
Mhen this was done, then paſt her home his way - i: 
Lo his own honke, unto his ſiffetstway ;- 2 

bew them the caſe, and all the matter hail, 
eo ſoze did wep pzivily and bewail. 

- | Then after this the'keper of the toure, 

Abo had in charge the gold and the treaſure, 
A bere the hate was within the:tnn he fand 

A peadleſle coꝛps anto the neck ſtandand⸗ 

A | Whereofhizhadbothmarvelil and dꝛeabour, 
In haſte he pat, and told the Emperour: yu: 

- -- | Incontinent th2ough all the town then vead 5 

dow there was found a bodie but a head 

Into the tun, the which the knight did er, 

Abo ffote the gold to tale him inthe net. 

-- | Then fo this knight the@mperour ſaid bat fall, 
Takethe dead £o2ps,andknittoa hoʒſe tail, 
and dzawit thꝛongb the Krietes of the title, 

Ans perceive well where any murmure bee, 
Ane tozroto furt; wæ ping. a murning. | 
z | Then may ver well perceive where that ſuch thing. 

Be attained, where any perſon mournes, | 
2 | They are guilty ;andknowvfſuchlike turnes, 
Ando fhathoaſois pzincipaltbutvoubt, 

Dat ole thegolv;therefozeſek well about: 

;R } If hich ver finive;take them and all their fellows, 
LF Without aercie cauſe hang them on mne 2 
be officers without delay they went. 
And com pla tio te Emp2ours commandment. 
hen the dangyhters the dead coꝛſe (aw ap 
41 #0; inward wo they gave an hideous crys 
ha Hae Fo; 


The ſeyenSages. > oy 
Fo? kindly love, and father pitie „ | | 
Co ſe that cozps ſo d2awneh20ogþ the eltie. 1 
When their bꝛother, the ſon of that dead knight e 
Heard them ſo mournzbethonght him ot᷑ a ſligbt. . 
Mherefoꝛe the cozps thzough the citte was dꝛawn, 
To the people the cauſe was right — 2 


And will na way fo2 to eſchew the cafes >” 
So bee himſelt ſoze waunded in the fac, 
WhyHhile that the blond abundantly came 25. 32 
That the ſi ſters of his lifehadgreat. doubt. 3 rfl 
The officers perceived the wep ing. 31 Ml 
The noiſe, the err the dart, and thegrating: - 6706 
Into the hauſe they entered but delag : 4 
And demanded wherefo2e they made the fray. - 

| WThenſaidtheſon,when my-fifers met (gl 

Do ſoꝛe wonnded,as nam vout ſelt max 1 2 
They wipt and cride and m ourned in their mene 
And as ve know feu women may:ſ@blcod::. val 
Cbis was the canſeof the great la menting 
Ok my ſiſters, wee knom none other thing. 
Che officers hereto they gave credenee fi 
Becauſe they got no mme experience: : 21 


But went their wayes deceived allandblinded,: a Dow 


Cauſe the right way they could not naa find it; 
Chen to the coꝛpſe of this r 
On the gallous let it hang dap and night. 
Lill all the people dis wonder and mat bell a 
Df the ſtolne gold when they the tale heard tell. 

And yet tbe fon after his fathers dead 1 * 
Would notburie in the churchyardhis bead: 


* * - 
6 \ 


The ſeven Sages, > | 

No2 off the tre& his body would down — 

This did the ſon faz his own father ſake-: :. 

p may perceive the great lone and aber 43 67 

To his father hes had all time aud hure 

The Empꝛeſſe ſaid, God ſit, and pleaſe: bean ktare 

bat have A ſais, have ye well tane the cace? 

The Emperour fai, Madame ſo have 1 ſell, 

+ {| (hat ye have aud I have it tane rr r * 

1 | The Jedthration of the: Bans 2! 11. 

FA | preſſechird tale. ot 5%; BS) 
am vight wonder wo, 

"That of ynar ſelf, and youriſon it b : 

Foz his ſons lake the kntght {as J hade told) 

When he was pon bis lands ge left unſold. 

When hee wanted h had none uther ſhift; - 

But fvz his ſon then hæ com mitted theft. 

And that his bawaes after that hee was dead 

Should habe no ſhame, he cauſd ſtrike off his head: 

And pet his ſan would not da ſuch reward; ' 

Co purie his beadia church, noꝛ church-yard: 

Noz pet would not neithet by night no: day | 

Down off the ct take his bodie awa:: 

Juthe ſame ſoztboth night and day yeelabour 

Foz to pzomote pour fon to great honour :. 

Bith day andatght be ſets all his intention | 

{3} Yon foz to put to utter confuſion, 0 * 

And you deſtroꝑ is daply his deſtre, 

That he maꝝ reign,and bzok the whole impirs. 

Py counſellts yerather put him down, * 
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The ſevemzdages. : 

Ere he rrom-pougedthormpire ano crown. 380 04 
The Emperoarſain@omotJ:thzivoand 55, 7 

A good exampie as uit thou — 210 0 

A might haves thold alter his fathers dad 1 2 

Truelp any fan be Wit nc longer Raye -+ | n 

Upon theimbM'bivhadged iwatapes 1. umd 393 

To offitem anone hie gave cam and v7 3548 

To take his ſon, and to hang him frahand. 

Down thꝛough thefkr@t a hey led iintpaſtilꝑ 

To the gallvus but metep foꝝ to dg 

And as ther ted the vdung mantheaugbathe iert 


All the people degan to mourn aan grey 17 cd 
Daping, Alas the Emperaurs otltythits. vid co! 
To the galleua is ten there tobe tn ery an dE 


Alas, ſaid them what his kathenaninde, "12 EL 
To his one ſod i to bHDInunkin ned nr 2)! £03467 
ow this-tth2bſeconenmtd-radaithiren;; 33 In 
And fewicKftebt what:doth theanattenmeeng?) ive 
But all this comes byithe Aueustule tontsat n 
That be is ies not do the cunhathagatesi 511) 67 
In the mean teme dumm bbogatebe rang; (3!) 
The third Maſter cameepding, mann n 


And ſamthe thilde ſo wonver:najtiethcvran,;) ü 
Co his Maſter yet hazmgotinny h e eien 
As he Wand lap, 2ltepdabo ttitgicatang,: vb 


Do pe not well,there@Ho dowfhutdts/;; © $102 wl 
The people cride, M M lferhilganiatne; wh 
And fozpour child geovbelp that movie n 3:0 
Do in all haste bub ane zede tap, 121 2 2 


The ſeven Sages.. i! 1 
*] To the palace he ſpurd hisgeod-palfvap+ i: 
And when ben came befo xe the Emperones: - 
he hailſevhimiwith reverence and bono: 
+0] Who made aulwere tothe aſter again? - - 
Though yoy;be; come; pour vopage is in bam 9315 
11%} Pour coming here ſhalł nothing vounbatle, 5G 
pa are come here ta flattet with deurtt ale. 
The Paſter (an, Within this ſeverr-pears 44 * 
Better ro\ward 4 have ſorv'vat pon gr ate: 
Pet I bele ve to get betteis dsa] i 41525 alice 
And pleaſe your grarathas am talhlag e fern. 
1 Re ward, ſaid hwz at ininedandferevoy@ionitht/*! 
Foz chender me ta mus tpat per hbe b ztugpt; „ * 1 
cof } Pe ſerve all ſeven tit ma puia ati doabd . 
{58 Cach onen pon tagaſbüstebiu led: : d 205 
{1} Idelyverdiny ſonſpeakiagtbyoig! e 
a Quitedumb wude derer 
Ins And als bajwouldibave defiledmy Niveoity® ': 
Contrare herGlliaguwelthoaryians n. 22735 
The Maſter ſaiv,uUbwepy ſap hie — Ci 202 
Will ye faebut a fh ide to c 551 159 
I finde vor hark the might God te brb w., ah 
That hee ſhatbſpeak vie the fifth dap ar acc! 9 
£4 #02b& that made the dumbe man fo; — 411 — 
The deaf topear, to health roſtoꝛe menen aer 
TY Ye wil ernte pour ton to tpeachagann 744 
7 Within few daes, ann thut Iſay in pan 1 
And where ve ſay he would defoꝛcd your .. 
If any man hath ever heard oz ſen 
dolich conditions either by late oz air, 


* 6 a 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Pince be with us remaindoʒ made repair, - = 


That he is guiltie of alt that ge have ſai; 

| When I to die, cherefaꝛe am wonder glad. 
But Salomon (apes right wellinto his book, 
Who like tiierein to read, and fo2 to lk, 


No malite is mos was, noa eet bæ can. 


Above the malite ot an ill man 
That ſhall 3 pꝛade by an example god. 
Chat women are the fountain and the find, 
The verie rot, and ſpecial invention; 

Ok all falſet, leaſing. and deception; - 
And it ye put yaur ſon not to — 


| Foz your: . 2 ; 


It ſhall chance you as it din ta the man 


| Uhich bird hee igp d above each other thing, 
| ay the truth it told him nt leaſing; #:: 


Between the Wau, the wifacand:thePvar, 


Tde Maſten ſaid- Pon don again raue caw, . 0 3 


That hee thole nat the utter charge offi: 


T den Wall J tell mp tale tu bent pleaſure, 
| Lo your p2eſite, welfare,audals unc. | 


| The Empernur (aiv,Paſter;fo2 this one day: 


99 32 


* 
"eo 11 


| That lle w bis Py, thzongbdlight ola woman 


be Emperau ſaid, Apzaythe tell fut 


” * * 1 * 
= * 
= _— J . 
— . * py 8 — „ * Fn 
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Pee chall nat die,come after what ſo mays: |... ; 50 
| The Paſfer(gid,,God thank your grace again. 
| nnn a e 
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MORALITAS. 


a VEE will continue now at this place, 

* The Doctors tale a little ſpace, . 2 
And ſonſething wee will tell 8 

oe me Empreſſe comparifon, n 
nov ſhee compard the Kings perſoenn 
| Unto a thief ſo fell. Wa "I il 


Shee compared theEmperour | 


ro che falſe knight that brake che rowre, A 
| When hee ſhould ſo d his land: 
I For poorteth was compeld to ſteal, - | 
_ Look yee if ſhee compard it leal, e i 
And ſo well hee it fund. | ; 55/05 2:74 a3 vatironnd 
This knight commireedgrairourie, .1. ; if 52H 
That ſtole from the authoritie, Aas aatio wal 
iT Either great thing or ſma w > 
© Wherefore hee ſerved for to hing, Ee. 5 
For who that ſteales ought fromrcheKing,. - :-;7- 7 + 5 
. They may nor bide the lcd 4 
. 2 1 


: * - ei ene 1 n 
Likewiſe this knight Cr r 


] Outthrough the citie hee was drawps 8 
2 | To his great lack and ſname. * : 


-. 1} Thenhanged on the gallow trees, 
Derceive how theſe two well agree... 
1 Io the Kings great defame. | 


4 I : pars, W | 
roa poor knight was all deſpaited, Ree. 
A Arraicourand athiet? 9 


WW Andher own Emperour compared 


- BE Thatfo ſhee would vas moſt likely, 
That che Emperour ſo ſhould hee, 
; 4 God ſend her a miſchief, 


The ſeven Sages 
As to the Knight that would ſqld his land. 
And waxt ſo wonder poor in hand, 
And alwayes ſuperſpended- 
Who ever ſpends by their due rent, 
But fail ſhall after ſore repeut, . ent 
When hee may not amend it. 


Thereafter comes neceſlitie, 
Hunger, poorteth, and povertic, | 
- Toſtcalthar hee muſt nec. 
Thentynes hee honour and manh 4 . 
I 


And thereonfollowes ſhame and dead, Set cr: 
Ofillſpending ir brecdes |. 51 uw, t 


an * 0 * 2 4 p ; ® Es: ln 14 * 
Hadchis Knight ſpended vith pleasure, 
According to his own treaſure, 438 + +08 


Afrer his facultie: ae 
Hee ſhould not need tobreak a-π].ilfrn - 


Nor ſtollen gold trum the Emꝑeront „ 


Nor poor not ne Juice Or 12253. 3 


Good Sirs, chat have rentünf fſche ;;: 


— o 'e 1801299172 474 az iYi 2. 
Bee not in ſpending ſo reckleſſe s 
But with r aſonand tigte: , -.. 


ee eee 
For chen of force hee miſt fel anf; 


Oc cls rake ſome ill de ed in aid, 


135 1 2122 ; 
As did chis headed Krnipht, t. 
2229377011 1 14 — 


* | - 
+ < 21 79201 


Whoſea once, and paſt again, ee 
Still ay in flourh for to remain, 
Which all men ſnould forbear. 


Mn þ THe 4 n p 


It may chance once a man to fig „ 


„ 1 0 
0 9 >» 1 0 7, vv 
* 1 


Buthee ſhould no wiſe ly there * 
Nor ſtil! to perſevere. Ty 
00g =] 


oy 9 1 
rene 


For as that one knight foynda wile "Ts 
Thar other knight for to beguilez* © 
* 


T 
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The ſeven Sages 
And take him in the ner, 

Even fo the fiend is finding ay 

Some new gate te — his prey, 

; Who ay to ſin are ſet. 


The bird-lime is to hold themſtill n 
And ay in pleaſure take their will, 
Fer as the gold was ſweet 
That cauſde this Knight to come again, 
That is, in fin ay to remain, 
1 While they yeeld up the ſprit. 


. 
W 


Then art thou ſicker in the ſnare, 
, Whendcath comes thou dow do ng mair, 
400 But to the gallous led: 
That is to hell without ramead: 
Then all thy gold that was ſo red 
Ir ſtands thee in no ſtead. 


; Therefore who would live in honours 
Lee chey their gear ſpend with meaſure, 


10” Bee not ov'r liberalj:: ius 
Fpend not in prodigalitie, 5 
| But as effeirs thy facultie, i 
2 0 doubtle c walsbou ſhal 
31.0 n i wah 


Sometime may chance a man ſpend mair 
U pona day then hee may ſpair + 
3120 125 To ſpend in other nyne. 
I Fr ant, bite ES rye Hee 
Put fparing daes, and chenmtegether, | 
& And oimall hall yet tync. 


f ending three kindes of Ades; 
f Pkg 1 hee neverſta T 
Soong sher het Battbticald' 
' — Per ſpendingin a rene, 


The ſeven Sages. TT 
While all chat hee hath is quite gane. 
On force this man muſt teal · | 5 


The ſecond ſpends with great honour, 
With honeſt ie and good meaſure, 
N. it her meekle nor skant. 
But ſometime ſpares and ſometime ſpends, | 
And guides well that which God him ſends 3 1. 
So this man can not want. 1 


The third hee is ſo great aiggerd, 
To ſpend harh neither hand nor = , 
And ay faycs hee hath nopght: © 
Ever ſparing, and ever warits, — 
And to hav. gear hee never grants, 1 _ 
For all that ever hee wrought, E 


Of theſe three let us take the mids, 
The wiſe man then expreſly bids, 
Therefore | yon beſeck, 
This is no honeſt man to griæ vx, 
But ſee that yec put not your ſlieve 
Further — band may reek. 


A reprosch. or Brot tö to 5 
the Empreſſe, "7 1 


de Orrupted cor ſe uncleau Iban i Frin 1 fe * veel, 
T how fickle fiends, Queen;thowperellous.ell Exuprichy | 
Thor cruell cocatrice, auu kanaly crotbarle, 7 
For all thy tales nice thon Halt not get th wal: 9 
Falſe gigiot ianglin ggillthon pey ſoncl, 7015 poi, ö 
75 bones burnt on an hill ih > co. feg but doubt. f 
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The ſeverrSapes. 
The tale of the third Maſter, 
or the Burges Pyat, 
Pon a time there dwelt ina citie 
A noble man, and aburges was he, 
Tyat had a bird well fed up in a cage, 
Wohich wa aPyat call in our language. 
This bird ſhe was ſoweltirarned to ſpeake, 
Chat the coulo talk latin hebzew, and græk: 
And when ſhe had theie languages peiſfite, 
Her maſter to of her a great delite: 
Do by pꝛoceſſe all thing ſhe heard oz ſaw 
Lo her matter incontinent would ſhaw: 
. . | This Burges man hie had à wife right fair, 
Las pe now have, wanton aud debonait, 
Whichov'r ait thing ha inved evet bock. 
I But by contrate per lane as not io de:: 
„ vecaule it paſſed from the Burges might, 
I ver appetite ts complich day aud nig ot. 
as ſhe deſirde at her pleatate to have: — 
pat would che then;but chulg anötherUunbe * 
| With her to plap, as ſhe thought belt pleature. 4 
Whom lhe beſt lov d, and tzeld him . Were? 
And ſo behav'o her husbandon a naß 5 
„ To other towns in voragemabtledeneR 1 2⁰ 
Foz merchandiſe to bu and tos to ſeill, 92 
Foz merchant men at home ap map mot dwell; . 
But in this mne ti wander wok, and . 
4 bile of this lite that the aepart and twin: 
But yet this mite had natiſach thin iamiude. 
| _ her pleaſure 0 —— alinrziwnve-! 5% 


The ſeen ages: 

Do when her ſyouſe coĩth of the ws went, 
Without taris then foꝛ her love ſhee ſent, 

That they might make god chear and merrineſſt 

As the gad wife thought ſhe could beit addzeflee | 

And ſo they did at their ownappetite;; : 1 
When lovers mietes of others takedelites. 

This ſatatbePy on her perk where ſhee rae, 

What mexrineCe that ber huſie was at: 

And to her maſter told when her came hame/, 
And caulde her huſte get outrage und blame. 

Do them bet wirt roſe una bargane ont, 
Which man ot their veighbours heard about. 
The god wite-ſaiv; Hat meli ir. A perteive 
What greac about and lobe to mi v habe. 

And ſaid, v gibe maꝛe truſt untu vou 

Then unts mee and ſtull mos ſets her vy... 

But ſo langes your penttaon life, * 

If ſhall nat ai but wee all bes at @rifts.. ji, 

The Burges ſaid, Py pPeatLannot li 

All that che ſees the truth ſhee wilt me: 

Foz ſhee can not b no way-Ud3 inis? 4 

Anyleaſinginto her heart divine: 1 +58 
And therefoze J habe mme cauſe faxtotrow: al 

All that ſhes (apes fax befterthan tru@yon;: 

Do day andnight continuailp.they chivey-- . 

Whjleanadapthe Burges busk ts _ 

In far cauacvies to do his merchanyics, : :. 

As it effeirs ſuchmen,and{istbegniſe:::- * :: + 10 Auel of 
But as fa ſeat as bee bis waves mtb wont, ui And h 

. Foz hewlover ſhee ſent iutentinentz:: ' 7 5 Thon 

a 905 


The 1 * 
„To make her blith-great(olace and gnchean ; 
But on the day he durſt neter tame near: 

F 02. great flander of people. and common bopce, 
All tyedap-long whilenighthe hela him clofte.. . 
as the night came be kngrkeviatithe gig, i! 21. 
She ready wasthergat;.and lef-hlou im %%% 
be ſaid, Pe ars right weleame unte me, 
: |] Pou may came in, ſuʒ no mil ron esl: 
| Veſaid, my love, your Pyatſoge Ifear's 414/24. 5 
Laos che will tell all he:can ſa/02bear. +5 31; ᷑]ĩ 
Fon ſhe rajſedſuch tales be timia tna? '; 36! - * 
That all the fawn to other platoly tals. d . 
* | Shoſaid, tear nat, but hon extern n 345 06 
nme I takeibath peritianatbe fine 
Lohe entred, and h en fatbooghts/1c 1) | 
And by ths band th2oughtheþalt he bim waugbt, 


And as theſe twa thehalimadapatage, - 
eau pr whareQe ſatan the cn re 
ber huſis ſhe heard ber laber far. 

- wh We ſhall be blith and inakemicry while dare 

Lo: you are ſhe tbat3: love all the beſt, 

at I fear ſozethe pats ,,⅜ dd (1 

av} Quoth ſhe, feat not, I bidenat fo; ta lis vn, 

it is fo darktbeppat willnatfeyas:. . 

Eben ſaid then. hoinheit A ma not ſ@ you, 

A dear tby voyce;fazcightweiblinow 1 vu. 

Lo my master thau voſt a great in uri. 

Fan of his wile than makes acmmon whazee 

ad bis ben ved whinþ b ur lern ts can,. 

. 3 well knowaaud _ , 
0 Mhic 


The ſeuenSapes p aT 
—— Gutter whind@canishbins wall km 
And the trus truth othlyF alf w. 
When faid her lobe, mine heart told vou nor, 4% 
Whatwis would bot he ſpyed wich tee rot, 
And tell the truth or ul e heard and law. 
And every wozvucake hovutaſterfokiiaw. 
Take vie uot foar thorwf thenTaiv ths wife 
Pon talking alt cod hopperchiuitebee like: $4. 
And this kame nige revenged ber 1 
Upon the py, as gi hall earn %%jẽu -- - 
So they tabad ali duth withbuteon fear 
And what betrame thopyat e ſhallbear!- -- 
About mid-pight. — 
Cride on her an boy hel clothes: 
— — « | 
6 ů———ů— . 125 0 
—— that fred ON ane, ag 
Blenks of candieBadoat ohb ppots head: 4 
Pott ike fixsaughtwwith-cold Water thers veil | 
Small ſtones tis gta uin her hend they keſt, 
Moſt like hail-ſfodebz@w tp pas 18 0 
Do alle nighe withoutanwyremess>! .* we 
Was this py panel mot untu the ven. 
———— ATP 
at a back:tros;whetemorie him hate rio) hw 
Do this Burgescampgdune within lowbaves,” on 
And tohis:py lir& a 10 7G $01 
O my be{bywd.nowteilimieve thy ehr, 21: ank a fair 
Wow then han farvofince & updaten hore” Wy, put 


- => 


1 * . 
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The ſeven: Sages. 2 E | 
bj Py bird, ſaid ber, what haff thou ten oz heatd? * 
Lell mee the truth fo2 thy. godly rewards 
-', | Maſter, the laid, A ſhall pou truely tell 
hat that J heard. I ſaw,and what 
ya were not paſt off this townday an bt, Fr 
A | When that. your wife did to you baer. I 
+ An other man into your bed ſhee laid? | 
And all the night together they two pla: 
And them ſhew that they were both ta blame, 
That A chonld tell to yon When ye tame dame · EE 2 
Pater but doubt this is a truthfullfale, * 
Pour wife I ſa is not foz yoarabale.-;: : 
To the next point at me where — * 
How J have farde, in what ſozt was meythter 
In your abſente, ſurelyã la vou right. : 
do great a ſtoʒm as there was veſternight 
Baide J never, ince firm time wastleckeb, F 
en vet my death (ſo ſozeJnat-ſaſpeged, / 1 1 
+} As that ſame night, but doubt, J ſaꝝ you N 4 
ie very fear * ——— 2 
au the whole night it rainedſo onmee n 
That Abele but doubtÞ204pned48 u. 
Ehen ſaid thewife, Dit xs — -- js 
- <_ Sow may eeknow iwhatkindeof wamanam 3: L 
Ie may now ſe, and alſa map perceine, 8 
th Jn times bygone ha that Mornhe: 
 0-FA fatrec night wasn ver ow'the- plain, 
erden was edatnigbt.thatthe ſaves Eb ruin: 
aun IAtairergigbt. a ſoſter, and made clean. | 
oe plsalant night 1 baer all this year: (* 
#1; iy: ] 2 hg Then 


The ſeven Sages, 
Therekoze vte ſhall in all times fco2 th to come 
Give her nofaith no moꝛe no; ſhe& were dumb. 
Chen this Burges knew not well what toſap, 
But to neighbours ſcon pal he on his way, 
And demanded if ſuch a night was fair, 
Chat his pyat ſuffered the told and cair. 
They ſaid, Neighbour,J walked all this night, 
Poze lolations;moze ſofter, and moze bzight, 
Moe ſtable anight,moze curious and clear 
oz was that night ſaw J not this ſeven pear. 
Unto bis houſe this Burges bowned hame, N 
And thoght right well his wife had ſerv d no blamy 
The ſillie px hie put in alithewite, - - 
And of all tanits het thought his wife was quite, q 
And ſaid to her,A finde vou traiſt andtrew, , 
Wheretfoze ye ſhallhave no cauſe ſoʒ to rev: 
At my neighbvars J asked all about, 
Even as ye ſap eachone they ſap but doubt: 
A fairer night thepſap'ntione could bee found. 
Then was that night, moze ſofter and moze ſound? 
And it requiresto other whooffends,' 1 
With ali thoit heart fo} to make them mende: 1 
To you therefvze a garmexit of the 20. 20 
A pꝛomiſe yon;becauſe Ifinde vou tres: 
She laid, Gos Ar, caving rour rebetente, , 
Pie laid ute gabe 22 n 
Unto your py, Which (aigy on ws ive 0. 
Saying that A committed ſuch a — 2 
Chat never was into my winde and thought, 
oz in the world uch thing I never a | 


The ſeven Sages. 
With her leaſings bet wirt us ſhee hath ſown 
A Agreat viſcozd, which all about is known: 
-| Eheretbzough A am blaſphemed and defamv 
- | Thzoaghall the town by yourfalſe py, am ſhamd : 
| Wherefoze no meat nozdzink ſhall do me god. 
While that I ſe your falſe pyats heart bim. 
Then the Burges:unto thepyat paſt, 
. | 4ndſain-Fallepy, telibowberomes this cat, 
upon my. wile ſo falſely foxtolie, * 
| Canſing diſcozv aftimes with her and me. 
- | Is this the thank;,the ganſell, and god ded 
me | Thou renders me? ſo well J could thee feev 
.- | With mine own hands, with meats delicate, 
Earle at moza,and als atevening late, 
Thꝛougb thy leafings 8 baſt made th2ogh. the town, 
1] 4 great lander;andfoul defamation: . - 
7 ] Whereco.ſhe gave no moze conſent no; red, 
+ | Then A my ſelf gave unto Gon his dd. 
The ſilliepy beardher maſter ſay ſo, tl 
an Into her heart ſhis was right wonder ww. 
| Paſter,ſhe ſain, God knowes if that Flix, -- 
„Pour ſelf will trust the very thing you e 
And well J wot the thing I ſaid to pon, 
5 :2] Jheard and ſaw,wþy ſhould I not it — 
de Burges ſaid, I hear the boldlplie, 
- "| Rnowes thou not well this talethau foldfome? 
There was a night ſo troubledin the air. 
mich fozm,fire-rflanghts,bail,rain,qmeklematir, 
Ot ill weather thou had none other reed, 
But bidding ay the bitter hour of dead, 


uit} 


Which 


The ſeven Sages. ; 
Which ia right falſe, and never a woꝛd is treu, Th 
Therefoꝛe but doubt thy falſet thou ſhalt reo: All 
And from hentefoꝛth thou ſhalt no lea ing made, Dot 
Noꝛ of true tales thou Gait not make a cratk's Th 
Jn ſpetiall beten mi andi wife, Pot 
The law will weil that it toſt thee thy lite, Int 
Foz the great lies thou qidſt in vont and fo2ge, - - Not 
Mith thia ame knife & hall cut᷑ off thy gage, But 
Do in great wꝛath ha tiok her by the net Foz 
And with a kuife her hean he did ott᷑ neck. Fo: 
The wife ſaw that, and ſhi was wonder glad. || Whi 
To her huſband with mirrinelle ſher ſaidz Alas 
Now have pee done as a man ot pʒzudente, But 
- Yowbeit befozs ye gave od r great credende Tha 
Vnto pour pp, wich ay right falſi leiov , But 
Mine heart is glad now when J ſer her bleis: And. 
Now way we live all our lite cime in teſt. M 
Since ths is gone chat dis us ay maleſt: [Orte 
Fo2 ſhe was ay the very inſtrumentt. Mo 
Bet wirt us twatthavivaſing did invent. - - Ever 
Wee blith, ſats her, that inftrumetit.is hente, [Mitt 
Foꝛzſoth to her A gabe odr great aredentee. [ you 
Now J know well all that che ſ aid was falſe, Deca 
But now therefoze ſhe bath lofflife and halſe. ere 
The Burgesthen blent up about his bigging, All m 
And ſaw an hole tirred in the houlecigging. In ti. 
And well perceiv'dallttle ladderſtandz. [And u 
A water⸗tub, with ſtones, water. and fand, Becat 
Mhich was downcalt upon the ſillie py? : o th. 
Then the Burges weilunverffcod thereby, 9 Anto 
EE i 


$-, 


N The ſeven Sages, | - 
That the pooꝛ py had tolo his tale right trew, - - 
All the falſet and kachion then hee unew, 5 
a} Dow they bad canſd the pyet fo2 to lie, 
| Though their falſet, and great ſubtititle; 
How of my wile the falſet 4 per | . U 


E time bygone how ſhe hach plaid 
| Not regar ding ſin, lhame,noz — 
But with her lone ping in hartotrie: 
| Foz wo is me, how great a fl was I, 
j — Foz her falſet to lay m ſilly po. 
ak | Mherein A had my plea(reand en N 
Alas, alas, mę wife had al the mite. 
But in no wiſe m (elf A can ercuſe, 
| ＋ | That ber cqunſeli (a greatiy I dis ue: 
| But in a part but doubt A was fo Minded, 
and now the truth fallfickeele I finde it. 
Ao woz:th the time J gave her (ach credente, 
0 j2 | D: to her tale I gave ſuch andience. 5 
s woꝛth ſuch wives that are ſo ill inclinde, 
Ever having ſo fained heart and nde wlls 110 
6 nit double heart, full ot᷑ ſubtilitie, | 
l you affuce they are fllcompanie, | 
Decauſe mp wife hath wzought ma ſuch- like wo, ; 
pere J give over mirth,gladneCe,andjo:- 
;7 UA merchandiſe,houſholding,andharbzie, 
= time coming a pilgrime J will be:: 
And makes me hereunto the holy land, 
VBecaule I fladeno faith in women ſtand. 
} by Do this Burges foz credence that hæ gave 
- Gato his wike, lekt land, and all the lave. 
6 
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The 


The ſeven Sages:'/. 2 (<1 
The M aſter ſaid unto thoSmperour; ” 
Sir, have ve tanethis taleintofavoure- 
And what it meanesthe ſamine underſtand. 
- Þe ſaid, Þaſter,right well A take on hand. 
Lhe Paſter ſaid, Mas ſh not a falſe wife, - - 
With her leaſings cauſde reave the pp-her1ifs. 
Che Emperour faid,@be was of falſetfow , 
Her great leaſings, no per life allow: - 1 
Df the paz py ſozely A ore 


Chat loſt her life fo2 ſpeatiing veremont, - FIRE 
Sarely Paſter, a geod talen habe tolo. 
And foz your ſake this dag / will cagfe holy a 

Py ſon undead, the mo2n whlle is be none, 
God thank your grace, quoth he, that ſuch hath done, 
To the L oꝛd God J heart Hou commend, 
So this pm with bilohielte dome pe wend. 


MORALTPT: As. 


O MarvelloysGod;theſubiile ache, 

Suchlike I rrow was never ſeen: | 

Thou waried wife and wicked wight, " 

Of this Burgeſſa wife now l e 

So partly could ao, arid cauſe her husband tio, 

That ſhee ſo ſakeleſſe was and eleas, 9 3 

An innocent as ſhee had boen, *:- UT . 
Then of falſer * mne 2235356 


ee age 
For when they mark to do amiſſe, 
A thouſand ſundrie wayes they hay 0 


20 


Ti 


* 
—  —— — + n — Nor m 
Taos,” 8 
r * * 2 


2 4 ** 
4 * 
; 1 4 * y : 


The ſeven Sages. 
To bring their matter co,when they have ought to do, 
The wileſt man they dy deceive, 
And this Burges among the lave, 
| | It is not ſo quoth ſhee, 


So privily ſhee could provide 
A poſſet for the ſillie py, 
And with ſuch craft ſhee could it guide, 
Changing the weather and the sky, | 
The boutgates did beguile the poor py with ſuch wile, 
Hurde up of whoredome upon thee fy, 
Glurtan of glew all wee may Try, 
Thou att a veſſell vile. 


The ſauce that tliou ſerves at mine hand 
m. LCæannot well indite, 
Jo cauſe thine husband underſtand, 

Of ſuch vengeance thou had no wire, 
O ranck ramping lyoun, to miſehiefe ver boun, 
Steward of ſtrife, ho can thee quite, 

| Clcckerot care, and of deſpite, 

| Great Miſtreſſe to Mahoun. 


| Yce that have wives, give no credence 
Or'r ſoon unto their ſubtile ſawes, 
They will aſſoone finde a defe nee, 
As they were learnd into the lawes: 
For when they ſpeak faireſt their tale is ay falſeſt, 
They will never give over the cauſe, | 
Though all the world the contrareknowes, 

heir own tale they ay think beſt, 


At ſometime ſhee wl cauſe a man, 
Lo do the thing hee will repent, 
When it is done no wayes ſhee can 


Ti 


ee . —— — 
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Remead therefore for to invent, „5 22 B. 
Cauſd the ſakeleſſe get wite, make her ſelf clean and quite, 1 

Therefore though ſhce bee impatient, I 

And in boldneſſe her brow all bent, | 


That care ycenor amite. | 


Bee not readie to give reward, 
| Though ſhee it ſcrve,while that thou ſec, 
This Burgeſſe ſo in minde was mard, . 
| While chat the ſillie Py flewhees 
| Then promiſd her a gown,or elſe anewgarmoun, 
| For her whoredome and harlotrie, | 
And her ſcabbed ſcurrilitie, 
Fy mothers maliſoun, 


O rwet untrue, and rail unſicker, 

Kindler of care bold baleſtrod: _ 
Though one would binde thee with a wicker, 

Thou wilt not keep Arad rule nor cdl... 
| Thou art a furious fſame: a wolf, and ſeemes a lamb, 
Thou artatraitour wylie tod. 

That ſtink into the noſe of Gd, 

Thou art che devils dam. 


A loving to the third Doctour, 


| FJOnour and praiſe good Doctour mot thoubave, 

I That this one day the child thou'baft canſd ſave, © 
With thy true tale andexample perfite, 1 
Beleeving wel ſo ſhall do all the lave,, 


| Thowghthe Empreſſe with her tales would deceave | 
| The Emperonr, all for the childes despite. 


But 


al 


| But at the laſt 1 know hee will her quite, 
"| when vee and hee the ſoorb well do percetve, 
nien gee finde fault there ſhall yee lay the wite. 


VVObe the Empꝛite heard the child pet on live 


But whiles y&@ſay,bat doubt your ſon ſhall die, 


The ſeven Sages. K 


The fourth tale of the Empre 1 


She wept right ſair. all her hair did rive: 
Saying, alas, wo wozth the time and hour 
That JI was wife unto the Gmperour: TVS 
Crying,mourning,and ryving down her face, 
While the great noiſe paſt out thꝛough all the place 
The Emperour heard the murmure at the laſt. | 
Ancontinent he to her chamber paſf, 
Inquirde the cauſe of all ber dep diſtreCe, 
Obe curſt the time that ſhe was made EGmpzelles. . | 
Would God, ſaid ſhe, when: came in theſe parts, 
Yowbeit that A had four and twentie hearts 
Mithin my bowk, that they had all been rent 
Jn ſmall pietes, ere I were daply ſhent 
On ſuch faſhion,as 4 am day by day, | 
But that your grace ſapes neither yea no2nap, 


And other whiles in great deſpiteof mee: 
P & continue his life, and takes no cure, 

Df my great ſturt, the ſhame, and the iniacfske 
Ba did to mæ, and als ſhame to pour ſell . 
Dfthis matter wherefozethould maze fell? > | 
Foz it is kngwn out thzough the whale congtrie 
Lo what great ſhame he purpold ta bring mes. 
But ye thzough llonth dils down, and lets ov'cdaive | 
W0 i 


| The ſeven Sages. 

Da dap by day pourſon is pet on live. 

The Emperour ſaid, J pzay ſtand confenf, 

And without doubt themozn incontinent 

Bee ſhall habe law without any remead 

Mo bee hangedon gallous to the dead. 

But pefferday it was a pꝛincipall cauſe | 

Chat hie tholde not the judgement and the lawes, 

Mas fv2 a tale that the Pater me told. 

PVea then, ſaid ſhe, that is the thing ther would 

Pꝛolong the time. lipning the court ſhall change, 

If ve doſo that is a matter range; 

Foꝛ their fatr woꝛds god ſuſtice foz tobzeak, | 

Do unto God yes have a ſmall reſpect. 

But J fear ſoze, v with your Paſters ſeben, 

At ſhall you chance the (gme example even, 

As once it chanced into thiscitle, 

| An Emperour and ſeven maſters had he. 

| Whom to he gave credence both day andnight, 

They him beguild with their falſe frapd anvflight.- 

The Emperour ſaid,That tale J pz don tell, 

Mith the Paſters and Emper our hob it fell. 

She laid, Mhereto, oꝛ to what led ſhould J 

Cell any tale, when it is not ſet bp: 

Fo; yeſterday a tale toyouI-ſhew, 

Which inthe felt was very jut and krue: 

Fon your pꝛoſite and honour I it told, 

Cbereon to think yet on no wiſe per would: 

Foz yourhononr and p2ofite what I ſay, 

| —_ themozn the maſters do away: 

| And with their tales dayly turn upſide 1 R 
ic 


The ſeven Sages. 
| hich is but doubt fo2 your deſtruction, 
| As inthis tale that J ſhall tell to you, 


He ſatd.Padame,heartly A you require, 
A pꝛap vou tell, foz it is my deſire, 
That by the ĩame I may the warrer bee, 
3, And to eſchew falſet and ſubtiltie: 
| Though I delay my ſons dead foz a day, 
- Þ Jtanſwers not, noz cleanly takes away- 
, | Ithallit hew,quoth ſhe, be it your will, 


And pleaſe your grace, foz truth ye thall it trow. 


So ve will give god thought, and minde theretill, 


Qnoth he, Lell on, and I ſhall hear it than, 
And lo at ſhozt her tale this wiſe began. 


| V. a time (A reade into a quair) 


In this citie ſometime ſeven maſters were, 


Th:ogh whoſe ſcience, great wiſdome, and Wann. | | 


The impire was ruled by their guiding. 

The Emperong which at that time did reigne 
But their Idee tok in hand nothing: 
do her them held in lucheaſe and daintie, 
That he could not well want their companie. 
They perceiving his heart to them lo kinde, 
His godly will, his daply thought and minde, 
Chat h could do nothing but thetr adviſe, 
They were all ſeven holden ſo wonder wie: 
They keſt in minde a wonder ſubtile thing 
By ſozcerie,inchantment,and cunning: ; 

But bow long time the Emperour hee bade 
An his palace, — paſt fo2th noz rade, 


But 
f ö 


The ſevenSages. 
But therein ſtill held him in companie. 
He ſaw as well as any man could ſee; 
From his palace if ha went any time, 
Thꝛough their flight craft he could not ſ a ſtime: 
| And this they did to the ſamine intent, 
Chat they might with mozelibertie frequent, 
And intromet, and uſe the lamine things, 
That appertaines ta Emperours und Rings, 
And to diſpone at their will all their rent, 8 
This was their minde, their thought, and als intent 
By the which thing theſe maſters did purchaſe 
Unto themſel ves gold, gear and great riches; 
And yet howbeit with their great ſazcerte, 
They made this King a ſtime he might not ſi: 
| Dff his palace ohen he paſt ay was blinde, 
Among them all the way they could not — 
Miith all their craft again to cauſe him ſee 
Dutt ok his palace, but e ber blinde was he. 
Above all this, the maſtets found ſut crafts" - 
All the imptre almoſt they madecle daft: 
If any man haddzeamdan uncoath ditame; :: * 
| The whole knowledge thereof e erfand, 
And make thereof interpzetatia an 14 
| Foz a ducate, oꝛ yet a golden cru. ĩ 0 
| Whereby ther got moꝛe gala aungreat treaturey!17 
| Almoff as much as ſram the Emperour⸗-⏑⁹-— 
Do by this war, andother falſe and ie, 
Ther conqueſt gald, great richesinplentie, 5! 7 
Moꝛe in reſpec then had theGmperour, * 0 4 
And to them leven given dayly moze honour. * 
Ind. 0 
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do on a day whenthat the — 0 
With his Empzeile together with hononr 
Dat at table, to ſigh in heart began ⸗ 
ex | Lye Empꝛeſte ſaw, perteived, and ſaid wan, 
- | What isthe cauſe, ſhew mee ot vour dolour? 
hr ligh ve ſo⸗ oz take ye diſpleaſure? ' 
The Emperout ſatd to his Empzeſſe _— 
Have 4 not canſeof ſoꝛrow and great pain 
- | That 4 ſo long ia ſuch ſoꝛt ſhould bee blinds,” 
nt | And can thereofno god remedie finde. 
Pe koꝛd, ſaid ſhe, will v tent tomy tale, 
Du honeſtie it thall help and pꝛevaile: 
If ye will do after as vou la, dee . 
Pe ſhall allow m tale another vag. — 
Jn your impire ſeven great maſters y& babe. 
And Abele ve the ſeven do pau deceive: 
And are the cauſe ot ali pour great diſeaſe, - 
And all your atoms they guld eben as they pleaſe 
4: | Andtothemſelpesapp2zopziates'pour rents 
1/7 | Thzogbtheir (aſe woys and ſabtite tnchantments: : 
Af it ber ſo that they bee found guilt is. 
A ſhamefull death doubtlefts theꝝ ſet ve to dis: 
Therefoze my Lo2d,foz all theſe ſeven nate sends 
And ask at them it᷑ they can help to mend? | 
Pour (o2e diſeaſe, and ſozeinfirinitiezi'/ ff) =: 
Where pour ſightfailes,againto conſeyonſs: bi: 
Iftyey (ay nay, and can finde no remead. 
Tharge them tyavply under the pain of dead: 
and (a then maꝝ conſider wetland ſ@, g,. 
Al they ba cauſe of paur great maladie: 2 
00 | 
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The Emperour allowed well this tale, 2 2 

And thought right well it was ſoz his abaile. 

Ancontinent to them de was ſent meſſage, - 75 

Foz fo compleet anone theꝝ tok voyage. 

And comekneling befoze the Emperour, 

UWho them receives in fredome and favour, 

And ſhew to them his great infirmity, — 

Dow he was blind, and had ſuch matavy: 

And how ſometime that he ſam wonder well. 

And other times how he (aw never a dell, Tet: 

Chen charged he them ſharply on pain of dead, - 

Ancontinent they ſeven ſhould ſ@kremead, = --- 

Foz it was ſhown to him of verity, 

Whey were the cauſe of hisinfirmity. 

And getthey not remead incontinent 

Unto the death they ſhould be all tozment. 

Unto thele ſeven thus ſaid the Emperonr, - - 

Mhom of ther ſteod in great fear and dꝛeadaur: 

Then ſaid theſe (eben again with one conſent, 

pe charge us Dir, with inconvenient. | 
-* With luch like charge your grace now puts us to. 

It paſſes far our power foz to do: 

At igſo hard and (odifficilia thing. 

That we cannot to god purpoſe it bins: 

Into ſhozt time, but pleaſe your noble Grace, ** | 

Foz to grant us reſpite foʒ ten daes (pace: '”» 

Me ſhall pon give anſwer convenient; 3 

GWherea I truſt your Graceſhall and content,” 

Df their anſwer the Emperour was append © 

Bel&@ving well of ſieknefle to be eaſedd. * 


The. ſeven vages. 
So theſe maſters unto their counſell paſf, 
Toſ& if they could find the way o2 caſt, 
Faſſion, ingine, ſupplie, mean, oz remead: 
Oz any help to ſave themſelves from dead, 
And foz fo heale the kings infirmitie, 


| | They keit the way, foz them it would not be. 
: | Wherefoze they were all ſeven right ſozrowiow, 


And ſaid, Get we no help noꝛ remeed now: 
To help this charge as we eachone do ken, 
Mithout remead we are all but dead men. 
Cherefoꝛe let us make all remead fra hand, 
erk and ſearch fozth eachone inſund2y land, 
If that we can in anz country find, 


| In time comming the Emperour be not blind. 


And ſo they ſought in many ſund2y fown, 
By Eaſt, by weit, South, Po:th,both up and down 


It hapned them to ride upon a day, 
CThꝛough a city where bairnes were at the play, 


An the mean time came to them an old man, 
And ſaid, Maſters, A pꝛaꝝ vou if ve can, 


| Df my nights dꝛeam to make interpꝛetation, 


And foꝛ your wage I ſhall give you a Crown. 
One ol the bairnes that was then at the play, 
To the Maſters heard that man ſuch like ſay, 


And ſaid, Good man peis give a crown to me, 


What means pour dzeam I ſhall you tell truly, 
Che old man ſaid A dzeamde this hinder night, 
That in my yard of water ſpzang upzight: . 
A freſh ſpꝛing well, fr whencecame many ſpꝛings 


Thzogb all the eird : now A ſuchthing means 


Then 


The ſeven Cages. 


Then ſaid the bairn: take ve aſpad geod-man, 
Ia the ſelf place paſſe and delve if ye can: | 
Where that ye thought the water firſt np- ſp;angs | 
Where ſhall ye funde within aſpace not lang, 
An hurd of gold that ſamin hole within. 
Shall make you rich fo2 ay and all pour kin, | 
So did this man as the young bairn commandif, 
And as he ſatd, this man right ſo he fand it. : 
Then caſt᷑ this man to this young child again, 
And thonght he would reward him foz his paine, 
And offered him a pound of readie gold, 
Which by no way receive from him he would; 
And ſaid good-man, no gold J will reteabe, 
But p2ap foz me at you no moꝛe I crave, 

The ſeven Paſters perceiving all this thing, 
How a poung child of years being ſo ping: 

LU ith (uch.wiſedome the mans dꝛeam did erpone, 
Said to themſelves, we mar vell who is vone. 
k ſo young years makes ſuch interpꝛetation, 

And then therefoze takes neither gold noz crown; 

So at this child theſe ſeven inquirde the name: 
De ſaid, Merling, whereof I think no ſhame. : 

Quoty they your name b2wk well with all welfar - 

We perceive well ye hade wildome and lare, 

A great matter we have to vou toknow, - 

Pk the which few oꝛ none but we do ſhow. 
Then ſaid the child, ſhew me fozth your intenk, 

And ye ſhall have anſwer incontinent. 
Quoth the poung child, this is the very cace, 
A maladie holds the Emperours grace: 


The ſeven Sages. 
Do long ashein his palace will bide, 

And not thereon neither to gang no2 ride: 
> | Be ſes as well as one that ever was, 
But aſſen as he ftom his palace pale: 

There takes him then fo great a maladie 
That all about a time he may not ſe&- 
„and it pe can the cauſe hereof diſcuſſe, 

Firſt ve ſhall have a great rewardof us; 


And ſecondly remead if pe can finde. 
In time comming the Emperour be not blind, 
| Out of his palace when he pleaſes to paſſe, 
be will give you reward what ye will aſk. 
ben ſatd the childe, bis maladie J know, 
Als the remead thereof I can him ſhow. 
The Pailers ſald, we pzay you tight heartlp, 
pate with us ſeven, and bear us companie 
: | While we come ta the Emperours pꝛeſente, 
- | Where ve ſhall have reward and reborence. 
Then ſaid foe child, firs, I am readie nao, 
13: | Paſſe when ve pleaſe, and J ſhall go with you, 
And ſo all eight incontinent paſt hence: 
- | While ther came to the Emperours pꝛeſence, 
And when they came unto the Emperour, 
"I They hailſed him with reverence and honour: 
And ſaid, god Lozd, ſundzy lands have we ſought, 
Lo get vour health and here we habe yoabzought 
A god poung child, that knaws your maladie, 
at pour pleaſare will find help and ſupplie 
In time comming that ye ſhall weil perceave, 
Pour dayly health, and no ſickneſſe to have. | 
0 | K 2 Heither 
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Neither in one noz in another part, 
He bath ſuch wit in god cunning and air. 
The Emperour unto theſeMaſtersſaid,: : - . 
Dfyour tythance J am right wonder glaid, 
All that he ſapes, will pe ſeven take on hand? : 
Pea, ſir ſaid they, at that ſame we will tands | | 
Foz we have ſ&n by good experience. 

Vis great wiſedome, craft, and intelligence. 
Tbe Emperour then-unto the bairne he ſaid, 
Since ſuch a thing gedchilde is to you laid, 
Che cauſe thereofatyonJ would inquire: 
And ſon my health heartly then A deſire. | 
Then ſaid the childe, and pleaſe your noble G race, 
We two alone muſt talke a little (pace, 

In pour chamber I ſhall you ſhow truly, 

The cauſe of all vour great infirmity. 

And when he was into the chamber led, 

He cauſed caſt off the clothes of the bed: 

Which into haſt the Empetour caafde be done, 
Mr Lo2dbe ſaid, now here pe ſhall ſe ſon 

A marveilous thing, which you beard never fell, © | 
Under the bed there was a mekle Well: 
Df which there roſe a fonle ſmok and a rek, 
That would have made a man both blind and ſick; |. 
Dat of this Mell there ſpꝛang ſeven-great ſpzings 
The Emperour then he marveiledof ſuch ug | 
Under his bed tobe, and he not wilt, 

So great a Mell, ſo foule a riek and mitt. 
Me laid my Koꝛd, here plainly ve map ſ@, 

The very cauſe of your inũrmitie. 

| Without 
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;-| Without ve put theſe ſpꝛings and Wellaway 


| | 


| 


| To get your ſight again no war ye may, 


| The Emperour ſaid, J pzay vou to me fell, 


The nereſt wap fo2 to undo this Mell. 


| Lhen ſaid the chiide, there is no way but ane, 


Ik it pleaſe pou on foꝛce it muſt be tane. 

The Emperour laid. A pꝛap vou right beartly, 
| Shew me the way it iuch a thing may bez 

Gold noꝛ goods on no wiſe will J ſpare, * 
Do that the truth to me pe will declare: 

Ak mans crakt, dis naturall wit oz might. 


| Porkect cunning, with god ſcience 02 light, 


2 


LNubtile ingins, airt, oz erperiente . 


Pighthelp my fight, oꝛ therefo2e finde defence, 
A would not care foz to give gold plentie, 


 þÞ Spare foꝛ no coſt, ſo that pe cauſe me ſ& 


Without my place as well as J do in, 


Do pour reward from me well ſhall ze win 


„ 


ob ſith pour Grace to me hath given credence, 


J ſhall you ſhew by god experience: 


| The very truth: theſe ſeven ſpꝛings ye te ping 
Out of this Mell, they are none other thing, 


But the ſame ſeben Maſters be their ſcience: 


- | Whom to pe gave ſo firme and great credence: 


Which hy their craft, cunning and tachantment, 


Von to make blind, this Well they did invent, 


That tom hence foꝛth both you and your Empire, 

Long time bygone habe ralde at their deſire. 

About your place have ever made you blind, 

To that effect that ns fault ye ſhould finde, 1 
one 
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Done any way by them oz their tonſenk, 


Chat their great guile ſhould not be made patent: | 
Noz hear complaints of your barons andlozds; . . | 


But they alone fo agre ſuch diſcozds 7-1: 
No2 that juffice ſhould reigns into your land- 
But all ſueh things Gould ly into their hand: 
And your ſabjecs to ſpoiite every daz, 
All that wasgren topou it ould ſ@m gra. 
Pe not ſœing, now ſhould they all be dead: + - 
Foz your blindnefle they can finde no remead. 


Dfmy blindneCethe cauſe and made it known: 
Now the remead thereof J would ye fand, 
Pe ſhall not want both gol, lozdſhip, and land. 
And pleaſe your Gracenow to you ſhall I fell, 
The verie truth will ye do my counſell; 

Df your blindnefe if ye doſtre remead. 

Che firft Mater take and ſtrike off his head, 
Then ſhall yeſc& the fir{t ſpꝛing of the Well 

Be quite away: this is the truth J tell, 

So o2derlie while they be each one ſlaine: 

And ſo ye ſhall recure your fight again. 
This being done, the Well away ſhall went, 
And ſo at eaſe ye ſhall get your intent: 


And ſoagain the Emperour gote bis ſight, 
And the poung child rewarded right richlie, 
Made him a loꝛd, and heireof a countrie. 
Then ſaid ſhe loꝛd, have pe perceived this tale, 
Chat I have ſhown foz your god and availe. 


The Cmpereur ſaid, now have ye to me ſhown, | 


- Which in gond ball was done as they thought right 


Ye | 


** 


Mhich God defend ay while the houre J die, 
| That I never another Emperour ſce: 
 Thistale (quoth the) I Walt make to yon Pg 
| What that it means, x pleaſe our grace to hear: 
He laid, ſay fo:th, ye ſhall have audience,  * 
And commanded echons to kep ſilence. 
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| Be ſaid right-well, and thanks you barffully, 


| Foz that god tale that ve have told to me. 


In the ſame ſoꝛt theſe ſeven Paſters ſaid the, 


Unto your Grace they purpole foz to do, | 
By their falſe tales and ſuch like fainzeing. - 
That vour curſt ſon may ay above you reigns, 


The declaration ofthe Em- | 
_ preſſe fourth tale. ; 


| Tes flowing aaellof rour ſon is the ſigne, 


Che leven ſpzings are his Maſters Wcunning 


| UUhich Well right ſon can not deſtroyed be. 


Except ve firſt caule the ſeven Maſters die- 
— being done the Moll ſo ſhall ve waſte, 
Cauſe ſlaꝝ your ſan ot᷑ this ve gibe me traiſt: 
0 Mell and ſpzings tra they deſtroyed be. 
Thenmay ve have all at tranquilitie: . 
Pour whole Empy2e well into peace and reſf, 
Fozſoth (-quoth be) Madame J think that beſt: 
Incontinent then gave he ſtrait command. 


| Lothe gallous to lead his ſon fra hand: 
Ve} 


Down thzough the ſertet officers him led 
_ 


T̃ he ſeven Sages. 
One Maſter tame, and at the ſpurs him ſped, 
To the Canperour — all god reverence; 
UWhoin to he ſaid, paſſe with from my pzeſence, 
Foz the good ſendthat te have ſend fome: 
Pe ſerbe all ſeven . fo2 to die, 
Iſend yonſeven my ſon right ee . 
Now he is dumb, gi wt any nothing; 
But only one, this thin molt de elk, 
By violence my Qu u be eee. 
herefozereward ve ſerve nothing of me, 
But ve all ſeven with him ſhould hanged be, 
The Malter laid, A ſerv'd a bettet thing 
To my reward; noꝛ on ——— : | 
| MWhereyourgraceſayes that pour ſon is dun 


God knows the cauſe, the time is not vet come, 


Ot bis ſpeaking the time will come at ſhoꝛt: 
Mherefo:e I p2ay your grace to take comfozt. 
And pe ſhall ſe the tim app2oacy rig yt near, 
Chat he ſhall ſpeak which all this place may hent | 
As to your Quen in that place where ve tell, 

It is not pꝛoven, noz neither is eue ene 
Noz foꝛ the wozds of a ſingular 453% eee 
Without moꝛe p2ofit your fon mene not put vown 
And if ye vo foꝛ the woz os of peut wife, 

But god knowledge from pout fon take the its 
It ſhall be wozſe with you J dare wellſay, - - 
Then chancde a man and a wife n a dap, 
Which I ſhall ſhew to pou by narration: 

And p2ove the ſame by god p:obation. 

The Emperour laid, trob ye to do with me 
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As ſeven Maſters did once in this citle 
With their falſe tales unto their native king. 
Nay, nay, not ſo, it ſhall not be that thing. 
Che M aſter ſaid, The fault of one oꝛ tuo 
Dould not redound to rebuke, blame oz wo⸗ 
Ok an others, foz it is right well kend, 

Both god and ill is ta the woꝛlds end, 

But ot a truth one thing A ſhall pon OP 3 
Put pe your ſon to death fba-your wives lau, 
It ſhall vou chance as did this hinder pear, 


| Untoa knight, if ye pleaſe pe ſhall hear. 


| | TheEmperourſaid,I pzay ou ſhew me right. 


At loz that pay 
Do this eee ebegan: 


| What thing became oz chanſed that ſame knight, 
| The aſter ſaid, again your ſon cauſe call. 


OY 


do to the death that he no wiſebe thzall,' L 
And kep him fill, my tale while I bavet 455 


hen your own will ys habe eben as ys.would. - 
| When J have done then taks vour bee, 
| will do ſo then laid ee e 00 200 


by heats, 


And ſo his ſon again be ca 
e the law, 


And told his tale fozth like in man: 
But yet his tale ete we further ſoꝛthtet, 
The Queens laſt tale wwe will not erer 


"MO RALITAS.- 


Seer the conceat of this bold bitter Bi Bitch, ....- 
This red Revar;and this ranck war och Witch 

This traitour thief, this tryed Termy ant. 

So faine a fault as ſuc would finde and fitch: 


e ſeven all 
Vntotheſe ſeven ſo reverent and rich. 
In ſweer ſcience, facund, andfluQuant: 
For they of wit nor wiſcdome fior does want. 
To the black devil I che therefore beteach, 
Wich him renaine i in En athellsſan2.. 


Father of aller ond falſe = | 
AGyre-carling, 15 
Leadſtar of! 12 1145 5 treat | 
A proud Pt 17 a 4555 i | 
Mint with malice, at > trtherer. 


— — 2 es 
Crop of curfingſp, anda quick poging De. 17 | 


Bootofunruls, re Lon 
i aft x obojd ro  forgel bo falle a a tale . 5 


Nor one ages cher | 
Too peart chou'art to makefuch'a compar: 
Of cke Maſters, whereofthat — 1 we, 

To the Emperdur L know they did no mare, 
But chat his ſon hey hai imm chelare, 
And had not been their cunning and clergie, 


They had bern deac d, and liber il : ſo hadbe,, On 201 
28 2 | 


Jo ans $5 628 1272 6 2207 


Therefore tfiou art but : 2 
A ſhameles itew 


Yer in et tale bade marality}i ©: 

How God diſpphgs his grace! 
Toold, to ew amd contre peer: 

Some uit, ſome zengeß, c 

Some ar their will have. richgs aud plenty, 

To diverſe craftes ſome give their buſie cure: 

Howbeit to ſome hid things be rigiit obſcure, 

As was this bairn who ſpake this ptophecie, 

To oven Doctours 1 in (cience was ſo ſure. 


lined fair; 5 0 


„ Ni 
e | 


Howbeit he was in youth and tender age, 
God of his grace had given him more knowledge, 
In wit, ſcience, hid with ſubtilitie: 25 
Nor to theſe ſeven whom this Queen doth alledg 
Into her tale inferred upon foolage. 

Who cauſed the Emperour again to ſee, 
And knew the cauſe of his infirmĩty: 

None exception there isof perſonage? 
In fight of Ged he gives his grace ſo free. 


Howbeir this childe in tender years was ying, 
The very truth yet he ſnew to the king. 
What was the cauſe of all his maladie, 
And how the Well under his bed did ſpring. 
And howtheſe ſprings could him to blindnes bring 
Which was not known but to this child cruly, 
Whereby we may perceave for verity, ; 
| Thegraceof God is gotten for nothing: | 
Who liſt it co ſeek with all humility. . 


Now in bigging ſome tales ſo great pleaſure, 
' Whileatthe aft bigges himſelfto the door 
Fome brings a ſtaffe for to break his own head. 
Even fo ye ſee theſe Doctours took labour, es 
To bring this childe unto the Emyerou r. 
Whom through he gote of his ſickneſſe remead, ; 
But by this child cauſde them all ſeven thole dead, 

It is oft ſeen, I ſay thee deatly brother © —- + --- + 
| Thateveryſwick oftimes beſwicks another. 
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Als ſhe infers, they have all traitours been, 
Who devyſed the Kings infirmity, - 

By traĩtourĩe, hid, holden, and unſeen! 
| To beguiders of his Realme they did mean. 


Theſe ſeven Doctors wher2of now ſpeaks our Queen * | 


And 


The ſeven Sages. 
And have thereof the whole authorities 
But no wiſe ſo of our Maſters mean we, 
For they did not but as they were deſired, 
By the Emperour and his counſell required. 


Therefore the Queen ſhe mould no credence lebe, 
She is a ſep of ſorrow to deceare, 
A menſleſſe monſter, a mirrour of ciſchance, | 
A —— port to ill ye may perceave: p 
A chriftleſſe thing when ſke begins to rave, 
Full of deceat with fained falſe pleaſance, 
Aton trattlar, to bring home evill tythance,. 
A mane truikour, an talker out of tone, 0 
And ſhall forchiok her talk ere all he donc. SALES 


A reproach to the empreſſe for her tale. ! | 


my gil fleſh, with flattery ever A | 
1 70 thou would quel ʒthou gro under of * 
pe Ga ld in thy renyis, becauſe thouraves unrocked, | 
|  eAndcheckyouinmtochenyer up bythe chafis choc d: 
| Ovw'r long ye beve us mockgd but yet the day will come 
Tour culum G be knocked, when he ſpeakgehar 5 — 


The tale of che fourth. Maſter. . 
Pon atime there was an eldering knight, 
Wiſe and wittie, full of riches. ann might. 
Bad lived fozth many-dayes of his life, | 
Without child2en, lemma, d2'marryed wife. 
Diverle times bis friends came him untill, 
Loſe it it was his pleaſure and will, 


| The ſeveu Sages: - 
To jake a wife, and batrnes fo2 tofo2th baing, - 
Though their counſell he granted to ſuch thing: 
do at the laſt they.gote his wife to be, 
The pꝛoveſts daughter ot that ſame city: 
"| Which was right rich, well fa vonxed and faire, 
ell made at will, and was her fathers air: 
| Fra he her ſaw, he was fo tane in love. 
That he from. her his heart could not remove: 
Though love x favour betwirt them might be ſ&n, 
Pet all their fpace no baixnes was them between. 
Unto the church as ſhe paſt thꝛough the fixete, | 
{| With her mother ſhe hapued ſoz tomeet, | 
Either other bailſed with great gladnefſe, | 
| Andſobegantotalk in merrineſſee. 
| The mother ſaid, my daughter tell me how 
Ve pleaſe your ſpouſe, 02 how he doth to you? 
% She ſaid, rightill, I am not with him content, 
| a, : Fo2 he is old, feeble and impotent. 136 
d; | When ye me ſtaiked uponfoold a flick, 
e J would but doubt ye had burped me quick: 
- Foꝛ ere J come with him in naked bed. 
Lo be dꝛownèd had rather be led, 
Oꝛ ly with ſwine, ere J lar by his ſide, 
Py flelh it ugs when that 4 touch his hide: 
Hold me excuſde pꝛaꝝ you heartly; mother, 
Foz it is foꝛce that J muſt have another. 
The mother ſaid, my gend daugyter and dear, 
Bere I thee pꝛaꝝ ſuch fœliſhneſſe fozbeare: - 
With your father many yeares I have ban, 
ach thing ol me was never heard no; ſeen. 
0 Mother 


A 


The ſeven Sages; 
other (Hheſaid)of thatnomarvell is, 

Foz ye two met in youth-heed, joy, and blis, 

And ſo eachone together had ſolace, + 

It is not ſo with me into that cace. . 

Ere J bim gote, ve know his fkrength was gone, 
He lyes as ili beſide me as aone: - | 
Foz be is weak. old, cold, waſted, and die, 

And as ye ow. mother, ſo am not A: 

But in my flow2s ofpouth-h@d bloming green, 
Compare there foꝛe is not us two betwen. 

Df his body A-tan get no ſolace, 

To me thevef0)e it is an heavie cace. 
She laid daughter, if ſuch thou halt in mindeg 

And to fœlage thine heart is ſo inclynde: 

Tellme thy minde without faining in b:eff, 
Whom wilt p love? (quoth ſhe) mother, a Pꝛiel. 
The mother ſaid, if cachthon wouldſt deſire, 

I think lelle ſin to lode a noble Squire: 

Oꝛ a gay knight, noz aPatelt to thy love 

She ſaid, mother, I you repzobe; 

If that J lob da knight, 92 vet a ſquirs, 

Within ſhozt time of my love they would tze: 
And tell ov'r all into their-merrinele, 
And ſo me ſhame to my great lightlineſCe, 

It is not ſo, ys know with men ol kirk: 

Foz with wiſdome and wylineſle they wirk, 

And are as loth their hond tie to trne, 

In ſuch afaires as A would do to mine, 

And counſel ktep as quietly unſhamed, 

as ye 02 IJ withour ſpotiſe would be blamed, 


The ſevtu. Sages. 
Allo kirk men are moze kind to their loves, 
Chen others are, and fo the pꝛactick pꝛo ves. 
Obe ſaid daughter, hear my god counſeli now, 
And it ſhall be a god pꝛoſit fo2 ron. FOO 
, Old men (ve know) are wonder cautelous, 
| Wylie and fell, and right outragious: 5 
In one manner ve ſhali vour buſband p;@ve, 
Bim foꝛ to tempt. oꝛ anger him, oꝛ grieve: 
Then if ye ſcape but tepꝛoł oꝛ \miting en 
Lobe whom ve pleaſe at your liſt and king, 
The daughter ſaid, fo long J may not bios, 
In all good haffealoveJmuſt p:ovide: -- + 
God hathme ſent founhappy a wetrd' - © 
That J can get noſolace in this eird: 
And ye pour ſelf mother als well ve ken, ' 
What illoccurs to want pleaſurof men:: 
I had rather dzink water fo: ayear, #55 - 
Then I ſolong pleaſure of menfozbear, - - -- ---- 
The mother laid. daughter, foz my bleſſiug, -*- - 
Bide while thou pzove,oz tempt htm w ſome thing 
Foz yonrbleſſing (He ſaid) A will vo mate, 
But him to pꝛobe J pzay you te dethire, 
In what faſhion, oz what way it maꝝ be, 
| Sheſatddaughter, that ſhall I baffily;- © 7 
| In your Dzchand there is a træ that Kands, -- - - 
The maik thereofthey fay is in ew lands 
In which your ſpouſehath great ode and liking, 
aAwaite ſome day when ge goes to the hunting, 
|| Cauſe the ſame tre incontinent to be cuttit. 
And bzing it home ere ever your buſband wire? 
1171 GAR Thereok 


The ſeven Sages; 


Therecof make fire againſt his 3 hame, - 
_ if ye ſcape without repꝛove 02 blame, 

Je you pleaſùre then may we take the Pzieſt, 
bis ve will do ſoꝛ your-mothers requeſt. 
Sbe ſaid, mather, your.counſell J-wtll, da, 
Yowbelt in truth A am right loth thereto, 
Each one 1 me pat nuto their awn ludging., 
The knight marveiled of his wifes tarying: 
She latd, God lx, asJ cha Weſt the trat, 
Mith my mother on chance there could A mate: 
She alked me if ye were in gladneſle , 
I ſaid, even ſa, and then home did me dzofſe, 
After dinner the knight went in hunting. 
But his god wife thought on another thing: 
And thought that ber purpoſe ſhould come to end, 
Incontinent fa the Gardner ſhe ſend. 
hom to ſhe faid, cut down this tender tre, 
Chat I thereof may make on haſtilie: 
A great warme ite againſt my Loꝛds comming, 
will withſpad came home from the hunting, 
his day is ſoume, ſo wonder arp and cold. 
And as ve know he is fable and old: 
when he comes home, that he ſhall not want fire, 
Thorefoze cut down, and pe ſhall have your hire. 
To whom he laid, ſave your pleaſure Padame, 
Cut we this tree but doubt wer ſhall get blame; 
Foz your huſband far better loves this tr, 
Ven times over then all the tres here be: 
But not the leſſe, Padame at your deſire, - 
Other allen wod J ſhall get to make fire. * 


The & iy 
tener res nt, content, 
| Me, ant dau incontinent. : 

ſatd. Ba wortbistce A wilideſtroy, 

Foz it will put mater to gteat noy. 
She beartag that he would not it tammand, 
The Gardnersaxeſhe hint into ber hand: 
The tender tri ſha cutted at the rot, 2 1 
That from hencefwzth it ſhouldnever habe 3 
Cauſed ſervants the ſamine home ta bear. 
t her hugbandtheveof taking no ea. 
The knight at night from hunting coming bame, 
Hunting tbe wilde in faz reſt with the tame. 
Bis mite him met, and ſaid, Go ſir, 4 — 4 
pe are wearte and wonder coid with aw: 3411 
I tauſde ta big to yan aire there. 
To make you ch&@ris,and mertie ba the mme. 

A thank eu ams, ſald be; wich all mundart. 
Get god chearthun-yee ſhall have your _ * 
Tpeu in petame, and ſatedownon a bink 
| Befoze the tre, ann ende toget him ah, 5 
| Which in all dafte fa him right ian was bought, 
And right gladly thyreofin.minde hes thougbt.: : -: 
In the mean time the neil pexcoiveadbes . — 
Df the youngpiaiſt,andbe@betotedtree:. 
To him be calstbeGardener right ſun, 8 
And ſaid, Miſhant, bat haſt than ta mee —y_ 
Well I perceive my plant buratathe. fire; - 
Therefoze at mie thou haſt not ſerv'd thing bir. Jo 
ve ſatd , it is trus that ee tell 
* dis that — Ran her 5 
| en 


The ſeven 3 Ages. 


Foz — do ever fozthe bett 
A teven reward J getay teadtets : 
J had rather dee burnk imo a cole, $56 
Than fo2 god minde fach ontrage fo2 fo thate, nd 
| Then ſhe began'to weep, and mae monning, *'-* 5 
Incontinen tde knight that percetping e: 
And at ſo bot was mdded wird mer tie- 
And laid, Pr jop, your mourning nobo let bee: * 
In time coming ſe that you not met move 
To diſpleaſure, nos hutt the thing Tlo ve: 
Therefoze beware the dayes ot pour fifetime, ' - ©. 
: | That never againyor commit ſacha crime; © = © 
Aas toꝛ thisfline ſo A fozgive pou cleen;” - © \- 2 
Ceaſe, weep no moꝛe, be ill and bis our n. W 
Then thenerf dat he went to church again, 
Pet her mother, whereol the was right fain- t, 
So moznmother,quothſhe, with hear tand brett, 
ow wellenonghzfaithY map tobe rhe pꝛieſt: 
Aas A bave done eben ag vou cbunſslo me, 
g Pine handsrut-down his veſt belobed tree: 3 
o pour counſeil J dis into all things 
i: | But frabvſawthat Amvadbmach e 8 3 
Vee cheriſtant, ant datt ore duite, | 
Therefoze mothetzput m Kin ee il 8 & . 
Howbeit J lo de the — — 8 1 
F02 my god ⸗mün mt nid pak f. $775 
3 | Themothos cats, Wool 1 Nor c 
2 | Intime'conving afterfpethelingn@vy; 2575s 2398 | 
7 | They will trueſe pants the fertfamltgatit,30 0! 0D 
And punithit porehanco with doubtepatit/”- Way # 
4 4 1d 17 $3107 03 zen: e 
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The ſeyen Sages, . 

x tounſell is, tempt him another til 
A, mother, quath ihr. A may not ths. 
Foz Iſuffer moze pain foz you ſame pziclt 
Than A can ſhow,o; think intomy bes, 
Appardoneme.my wet mother e 
Df your counſell nom I will take no m 
Che mother ſaid, Foz the love pc ſhould hi 
Co me, becauſe my cozſedivthe le | 
Jn my bolome, as a babe did the bear, 
And foz the bleCing of thy father dear, 
In this behalf pot tempt him once 2 
If you get quite,then A fo2give you plain 
To love the pꝛieit, oꝛ any that ye pleaie... 
Sh: ſaid, That tale to me: doth great difa(e, - 
From my plcaſure foz to remain ſo long. 


Fozſath mather ves are far in tho waong: | 
Hevertheleſte toʒ m bers bleſtings 

Pet once again A hall gibe him templins | 
How it tall be firit ye muſt to mee ſhow... 
All the faſhion J,pzapy youlet mee know. 18 | 
Pour ae bath (auoth he) alittis Pawns 4 


Ber will Neu Lone Lanagonns: . 
Ve loves Fo-wall that al in his beo 
Be m as benen wid ee en 


Ban dend 


: Tagen eus, ſo he may t well 


eee 8 


love the pais$,02any other man, 
Igt ball pen us ber blams;, . 
s it be not toyour great fin and ſhame. 
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: At this pzeſer it wha 
- | Fozt is1 t a 
2 | Sofain would 


Fan yourbleſſarg I do,elſ6lpoiild A nought: 


* 
> 

5 N 

3 
And n e 
| #\ 
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i your counſellds 3 


Shee ſaid, 
charge mee to: 


s «> AM 
N 


5 8 5 age the command | 
Df her parenfs,andnow Withoatfen skaith, 
J will obtain ee 6c? ob, e 5 

And nom mather,cemeniber in your thought, 


2 mother avew, 
| What thou 58 ors Govify# knew: 


Thencame ee off as ſhemight 


ae thath EY | 


With pu a ffik chauld be ovriy;en: | 
Which THe uta at her commandhath done, 
With coffly eloathes the bed they (p2ed it ſ ae: 
And when the.ed was thug at readie made. 
Thelittlehoynbthereonhath him votunlaldz 
As hiscuftome it was, mathe + Mage 
— the god wife nel weilthat he monld dude; 5 
thu (ine maliciaus, 
uid valt rigutvenemous, 
Buthe hefad hols this haundt hen ſhe did tate, 
And all hisharns ontouſthe wall the Krake. 
Saying, What dovil doth this tike on dur beds, 
That is ſo rich, and all with tlkoverſpzed. . . *. 
wWhen the knight ſaw his little hound was ain. 
From crabedneſte no wayes he could refrain; 
But to his wife with angrie heart tan (ay, 
Wicked woman, out of me agb awar, 


The ſex Jag 


x tounſell is, tempt him another ti 
fla rhe oy deen . , 
02 er mo28 pain [ame pic 

Than 4 can how, think IE 1 
Appardone mie my ſwiet mother , 
Df your counlellnow I will take no m 

The mother ſaid, Foz thelove pe chould he 

Co mer, becauſe my coꝛle did th baute 
Ja my bolome, as a babe did the bear, 

And fozthe bleCing of thy father dear, - 

In this behalt yet tempt him once 1 

If you get quite, then I fo2give you plain 

To love the pꝛieit. oz any that ye pla 
Sh& ſaid, Chat tale to me doth great dilcaſe, 
From my pleaſure foz to remain ſo long, ww 
Fozſ\wth mather ce are far in tho wens: 
Neverthelelle tos myfathers bleſſing... 

pet once again I; givehim trmnting, | 
How it ſhall be fixit ye muſt to me wo. | 
All the faſhion A pzap youlet mee know. 
Pour husband hath (quoth he) aliftle bownds 
| Be willpot cold 12 2 many ! Ri, of 
bem ache ee $ fed: | 


love the 1 other many . 
3& - gids au eee ſhall yow-pnver kame, 
Da it be not toyour great fin and ſhame, * 


Als the gwo⸗ wife ket 


do 


2 | {I have, Ipzay Govif ver knew: · 

E Thencame ſhshoone,aud bat of as the might 3 
+ | Thatlon; 5 aueh re lebe nigdt: 
And ſo at night commandeþ that hex bed 
ee 
Abich the ſervants at her command hach done, 
With coffly cloathes the bed they ſpꝛed it ſ ae: 
And when the bed was thus at readie made, 
be little hoyndthereonbath him downlatoz  *. 
| As hiscuftome it was, and conſuetune. 
day ew ell that her mould dude; 
J Sutheheind heils thishagndthea ſhe did take, = 
And all his hatns ant on the wall he Trake, 
4 | Saying, What devil doth this tine on dur beds, 

That is ſo rich, and all with ilk overſpzed. __ ©. | 
32 } When the knight tam his lſttle hound was ain. 
From ctabedneſte no wayes he could refrain; 

But to his wife with angrie heart can (ay, 
Wicked woman, out of m fight away, ' 


| pots 


Todſlay ein that! | was ld 
And over all bdunds with wine at 

O wicked wille, Pabody bh nlelfthg! 
To do ſuch kding, and met ä 


O cur i cafits wo toy! Veineſl 
Shel 17 7 hi pe Per nefle; 


0 (p(L pur d | wy pac d U g 4 
Emith hip tou Eder abr 5 C 


I rather burn the bed and it tn re. 
| iba fee, a 


Age 
s. i f N 


Ere ve had ta WICKED derd ti 
Then when! ed; Nees 
And in ſome 1 matatl 
To weep and wall im 1 IR 
Saving, alas that ever 1 knew a man: 
Fo:'when or oh my ns flow2s, ' de 
A knewiiothing Grntg Pars nter ſhowzs," . 
Foz any tyke dn ſuch ſozt to de thozed;" 20-8 
Quick in my grave J had rather dee ſmoꝛed: 

Foz all that I fo; the beſt do pretend, 


— 


The ſeven Sages. 9 

pee ay alleadge that therin J offend? 

Yowbeit my minde be ever true and god, 

„ | Igetnothanks, this hoztly I conclude. 

ben this oldkaightperceiviag the great care. 

« | Weping,mourning;withruithfaltheartand fare, 5 

: | 28 b@bel@v'd: her inis, iet be ſuch thing, | 
And at this time ye make no mozemourning: 

J pa@on eau under gasteſtations? | 

Jn time coming v make n tachurcalian To 

Pee fo2 taanobe to anger and to ire. U 89.4 

Foz if v daat ſametime I will tire? I * | 

pe know right well xe ctteb down m tr, £7) 

And now at Hozt.yohavecauſo mine an vie. 6.2 | 


Do not ſuchelike 1 — ere aun 
az it xe panomazeI cau fozbear, | £ 00 
Co punich von foz all that is gone bs, 11 20. 
To the uttermoſt. remembey weil ſaꝝ J: ar 
- | Cherelozgvemars, makemee notdiſcontent 
at pou no moze,andſoto bed they went. Grp 
Den the;argzn at timeupſconſheroſe, ii 


itz merriemiode,andputonailber cloathess: - 
ent to.thekirkand ſa her mothermet, 
Seite bing well al her ga leave ta get ks 
Tolove — —»„— ; 20 9K 
But (as God auld) ſuch thing was nothing 3 | 
- | They bailſgother,as they thougbt to bee done. 

And in talking they fell together (@nz. - el bY | 
Ohe ſaid, Mather, twlong fo; xoarrequel.. - £403 68 - 
4 A babe the love fo:l@tedofche pzicft:: Want 
ol " now I þave temp tod mus husband twins 38.2 
Vanged 
/ 


The ſeven Sage: 
Banged be J toben that I — 2 
By your commanda great thing I have ms 
By my conceat mant ages adone: - 

Fo: (as pe bade) I cutted downr büstre; : 
And now lateiꝝ A canſde his gud hound vis; 


Ano both thelefaults hehath kuntden mo gate, 


In time coming to mi vt put no mite: 


In all godtza 7] il ge lobe che iel. 
The mot her la 953 Pap pou Danghter dear: - 


J's knowen with ma then Þ can tell; 
Chat dle men are aꝝ right ſlie ann canelis: © - 
And will think on upon fagics done befods;; :-- 


Yowbeit ſome tes they wit not chin haze: : 5 


Foꝛ it is ſaid, and als right well J: N 
Chat crueltpis ay appꝛopziate 


That in their eild they turntatrap and tent 


And foꝛ ſome faults will puniſh with cigoar: 1 2 


As they in minte it tahe in diſplenſure: 
pet my counfett therefoze M eule rden dis, 
And thereafter Fſhalltbee wat cab, 


Lobe wherethoe likes;0z whotn than . tobe; 


There is minehand J hall the not repzove: 
Pet tempt him onte, as we can beſt veviſe, 
Fo2 it is ſaid, Atithings dothsive but thzile« 
be laid, Mothes, hear vou talk in vath;:. 
Bnew pe the thought, and nigytie — 
en, 15 ns —— pas TESTS. 


Withall mine heartavd minde within mybzlk | «| 


With patience two dss then wouldll me hear, } 


To eldzinknights;that in pouth have benhen, | 


a And have the ſame with all your baſineTe: : 


l * . 
F m > 
. <q. a N 5 
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The ſeven Sages. 
1 wote v would not fake — rart- 


ve were mother,a woman a am. 
- | What would y&ſay,if ye wanted the gange 
Ot my father:that vightly vou da bzok; 


Foz a new labs hut doubt ſomn:would verde, 


Intothis caſe now put your miade to ret. 
Co love the pꝛieſt god faith Aithink it het. 
dhe laid, Dau abter, fag the great hain and cute 

J had ot the chat time when J thee bares 2. 
And foz the lan thersot which thatthe feng. - 
I the beſechfile not thine husbands bea, 
While the thirdtime, 4 pap thi him to p2ove, us 
As thou wilt have my blelſling and my loves 
Deng mas uot this ſaber (mail petitian - 
And J pzomiſe the here a ſure condition, 
I ſhall fœꝛth ſet and further thine inten zz 
To thy pleaſnre and als intendement:: 


And never ſay that than halt done ami ia; d 


Pylwet daughter I pꝛav thee grant 


As thou wilt habe my bleſſing on thy bones, ; 10 . 
Þy ſmall deſireJ pay the grant meannes. 


The daughter ſain, Mother, I you declare, 
The matter is fome ſo ſas and ſare, 
That I may not ſo iong ahſenttherefra, 
pet not the leſſe ſo inwardlę p paar,. 
Foz the great charge ficf that ye ſay tu mi, 
And then again ve have pzomiſde truely 
Auto this caſe to further fozth my cauſe: 


| The ven Cages. 
Ak A had nes therighteous God it knowes: | 
Lherefoze ſhew me the manner and the wa. 
Bow A ſhall tempthiuetothothicdeFeay. 8 
The mother ſuid, Oo Sunday nerfcommand, 
| Iknoweightwellthemindeof pour husband, 
| Lohavensallfovdineis his intent, | 
With many kctends, chat none there beabſenf, * © |: 
| With diverlemo gavmenof this citie, 5 
| Then when vis are atall your Pajolſtis, - 
| With an yoar meats well ſerved at-the table, 
At the bo2d-heavtofit d are right able: 
A key ve ſhailuntvth&bav-cloathknie, 
| Which at your belt doth hing. not latting wit 
That yebidſs,but chat᷑ it comes by'thance, . | 
| Saying, ptatafo2zth with aſair countenance © 
| Pez may percetvelo fo;getfulla wie | 
As J amnowFJ teu be aot on life?: 
Ja my chamber m knifeJ ba ve fopet. 
| Fozce I muſt riſe che ſame again to get: | 
| When ſhall y&riſe with afairvhaftily,; - | 
| Nomanknowiag bene that ys knit your key? = 
do being knit into the bo2d-cloath faft, - 57 
Chen all the meat and table domu yecaſt: + 
On this fachen all your meat ſhall b ſpillt. 
With diſpleaſure, and all your napziegilt: n 
Dee doing ſa, unpunicht il va bee, OI 
To love the pꝛieſt fait here I make you free. 
She ſaid, Foꝛunce your counſeil ſhalt Ipztove,  - : . 
But never again ſo long as Imap lives - :: 
Foz your caunſell J gabe done far ob t might, 


— — — os 


And 


her mather pert 
| Whzther dau ae ee 


The father, 

On ever five'4 
| Thetablecoverd andallſefdownto bine 
TC be meat is comeright delicate with wine: 2 


| The ſeven. Sages. * * 


within tem dayes the feaſt was ee 
e foz no coEthey ſpartd: 
r. and frionds Ae | 
s called there to bs: 


The geby ha rs 440 ae ene 100 , 
e god⸗wile e e geod tc 
At the beo2d-he b the let —.— — 


do the god - wife a bonte little key, © / 
Yang at her beltzche knitrightquietly-- 


But thus thee ſgid'to all that was ban 0 


AJA bee wife, nw may ye all perceave;; 
Ina my chamber my knife fozgof A have, 
- | Which J mult fete, and with a fairdopzoſe, 


"I THE 


went bd gh ell he knew; - 
{the fame that the wonldvow, 3 2772 


Chat none percetd'd no; knew ber fie witent, bo a 


And with a tit: took with her the bed-cloathes: - - - -- 


The table tird,andall the meat dowiflang, 
Alas, thefaid,fatth now J habe done weang: 
I ſoze repent that I ſo ſhoꝛtlx roſe. 


The meat is ſpilt, and tyls ate all the cloaths: 


The u nights colour changed into his face, 
And ſmilde fo; f coꝛn that ſo occurd the cace; 
And ſuffered over with diſlimulance, 

To treat hib gueits with a fait countenance, 
And commanded anew table bee ſet, + 


itz 


The ſeven Sages. " 
Wlith new napꝛie, and other courſes get. 
And pꝛapde is gueſts fo to b blith and glad, . | 
| Yowbeit bis table was -recklefly down las: 

| Incontinent frech meats was brought | 1 


< « 


Quoth 


- Thefeven Sag es. en 
- | Quothſhe,Godv ts wy its not n 
Solon to tile, fag v fo; a mock, 
At is as petit id, ns N of the clock? 
| wWhenſ(aivthnkni foz your awn gd, . 
Pn voth the 4 95 lt bee letten blend. 
She laid, Gtid ut, iner my mother mi hare, 
Blcd of me vet was 7 — tten mars. 
And now the Me ice —— e 
A babe no woll taz to be leiten bid. 
Then laid the night, F ncih yo are the war | 
To let dard de at ve defer -. 
Think ve not on what 1 1 have made me? 
Fult ye hewy own my noble plant and tree, 
vUbrich ye knew well 4 loved all the bett, 
And then ye knaw how that mine hound ve dzelt: 
And 1 our uu . a 
At the table id er nelly ve 67 2 5 
At A tutket that! »boths faw fourth w ang, 
Jn conſuetude and ute ſo willyegang:.. 10 
Within chozt time ve all me lo — 20 
Lo outer ſhame, that i can not tetrannn 
Pe ſelf from ſhame, without þ | anne mad 28 
and A firide well tome tant is in rear bes s 
Df cozrupt biehd, that muſk he letten ent. 
Aud als wilde vlad in your body but bens: 
Chat from hencefwzth vs ſhailno mo beat blame. 
5 auger mes, nen pet pit me 10 ſhame. MK 112000 
Nel de ſervants but any moze abads: |. 
An the chamber a great fte to bee made, 


* ut remead 
10% dhe leeing that, che thought wit ha 9 


* 


"2; L867 MY e leyci Sages. 
Info that tr foes nt to den, | 
{onv,f91'Govp gratz grant i rey, 

ou JIG s faithk; = 


— Schi tete of! 
Then Caro 8s bh 57 vi | : 
Stretch ge tidkfozth voti arm te die ababe, 

g De ave pi 


The Barbout red he got! ſo ſoꝛe 47A 
Be made a wound that was both dep and large, 
On that one a__ 
Abundantly,and wi 


teat 


But rather bade moge larger make the hole, 
————— 4 change colour, 
What wounveoftanch Narbe * 
And banszön Grafe tro her other A 

Ats great a wdand, wherenfhethog 
Obe laid, Busband, have mercie nowon mee, 
Jam ſo went z rut chi tly to die. 


Once, twile, and thzile; when ver tommitter mis 


le that t eblod ran down x 
Which foz to-kineh the unt ivy yrhing th 60 


Thenſaidtheknight,ve ond have wengbten bis 
Which canſo0h nc rigyt lee again me will, w- 


El ERGGDEpwD 


8 


7 RNC ů ů — 


And then he rake upon the other ſide : : 


| The ſeven; $ 
Oy your ——.—.— 
Foz I (ure voa ga lives nat upon liſe 4 
That would have damm (omuch bin avm l 
Except my lelt thereto had given conſent, 
But doubt that one ot us ſhould loꝛe repent· 
But at this time your own right wülkuinele 

Bath cauſed me on this maner you daeſ tie: 
Foz thou hatt done tome wicked — Fae 82 
dahere loze but daubt now puniſht muſt thou — 
Then the barbour cauſde ber lay fo2th un bzæd 
Chat ather atm that he might cauſe reer 2 


Into her arm a waunv both dap and bold, 
Whiletbat the biod abundant in ran damm, 


” | Thatalibelev' d that the ſhould fall inſwoun: 
* | © With a weak voice ſhe cride riabt pitteouſtie, 


Py lwet barten have plttic now on me 5 
F0z I belebe becauſe J am your wife 


6 | Prong not that I ſhoatdioſe my life. 


n ſaid the knight to the harbour — 


nan it ben tha be nam Ranch pen hein 


Now pelently noznoz8 pee let it yieed.: - 06: 


| Thebarbdir (aid, @s hall J fic indeed: 


That being dane, the —— 


4 » 


| Tohis ſerbants,that they anidſonfrahand: .. 


Put her in bed, that he might get ſome _ 
The bacboar ſaid, So ir A think it be! 
Then bade he der rem ber in her minde 


In time bygong hem ill che was inclinde: Fon 
And mille amend, a A heght be therod,' i :;, 


302 Do 


Do ye 2 dart bi 

Then the Bazbour at this god eidzing knighe / 

- Recziv'idhis wage, and at him tiok gov night: 
Then the ſer dants in minds they th nght it belt, 
Their on huſte to put der to ſome reſt; l 
Do in her bedthoy hayt her eaſilie, | 
When thepbeliev's nothing but her to die: | 
— ſoltl x into her — * " tie = 

ie in deart, rigpt tatnt, ans ali fo; „ 
A damelſetl che bade in all the halte 
Fetch her mother ere ſhes peeldev the Obeitke 
Abo in all — torn peg 5 
Pour dazrghter ſon the ſpꝛit Hee fit . 
Al yee cam uot, I ſar to yout 
Sbe is (o falnt, we trow all hethall die. - 
Thenthemother-lnguired ſecretly 
bat was the cauſe of her infirmttie? 
Lhe dameſell to her the faſhionCſatv, PEN 
Whoreof the mother was both dich ard glav, 
That der daughter ſo fttmly was . | 
Vowbeit that ths the ſamine nut ſafpece | 
Do on ſhe came into her danghters place, A A 
To conliderthe faſhiog and the cace: 17 75 
Anpaſonas the heard her mother fpeatt», | 
Prlwettmother,ſatthe,J you beſet * 
To let vu doton, and res at my bed dend 
Foz I bel ve nothintz but only dend, wo 
Df my bodie ſo much bleed J have bled, © 
Chat I on fozce behoved to take bed; 
pound vecis fault and kæblenetlt of bio, 


That of mn life crow ta ba gen¹n⁰⏑jjjꝛ .. 
The mother ſaid, Py ſwet danghter and dac⸗- 
Told I you not a wozd was notin at... 
Thatap old. men mas ſharp and bitter fell. 
| Right oufragiqua@deſpitefull,ana@ueli;;;* 1 11) | 
Bowbeit ſametime a fault they mayotinſe;..; i 1 
pet at the lait then would is hie. 11391 orice | 
Dy daughter noa queſtion mit pr sds 
Bowbeit ve beright wers and Iving bers + | 
Cell me the truth, open to mae vdr haeſt 
Jn time coming ibn wilt leve the mieſt «2 >; 1 | 
Who ſata againgPotheralas;Jetbs;! :/ 12 1 i” þ 
The high vengeance of the greg ad abb: : 
Pot quell then all ere A oneafgthent love: 3 
But my busband that is both dear ann ſw afl, 
CThexe is no man in the wozlo ee fo mt. 
The mother ſaia av ſhouto eecha be deſ ite 
At the pooꝝ pꝛiaſi e im au mite: 
P02 A bel be yonr min de his neuer knen 
Noz in ſuch tale his din vun not perſew :: 
But well J know what thing was cauſd you dude, 
' | The wantonneſſe and apundante nt blond, 
©? ] Which I bele ve at this time now xe want, 
I ye behot d have ſomiething on to dant. 
Pother, ſaid ſhe, A pꝛaꝝ pou let ni reit, 
Above all men mine husband J chink bet. 
The Maſter then laid to the Emperourr 
dit, have pee tane this tale well in bꝛoon tt: 
and confidzed thereof themozallſenſe,: -. 


235327 
| Mues: w 2 II . * ; Tai 


The ſeven Sages 


It is the belt and verislyfull tate 
What eber J heard this many rears but fale: 


Firf ſhe cuttodthis nobie tender tre, 


And then thirdly mistachioned all his featt᷑: 
Af hee had thold the fourth foz ta been none, 
It chould have bzought dim to cotifoſton un. 
The Paſtar ſaid, J counſell vou hereſoze 
Lok to your wife; give her credence no moꝛe: 
Slay pe pour ſon fozher woꝛzds unoFended, - - 
Pe ſhall tozethink when ve can no wax mend le.. 
The Emperour ſald, Ata to ou ttuely | 
Py lon this day fozyour ſake ſhall not die. 
The Paleer laid, A thank pour noble Grace, 
That fo my ſakebath — dim fuch — 
Do tok his leave, as tou him well efer,. 
And ſo homeward te bis owirhouſecduld ſpiere 
Ere wee pzoced noa ta theEmp2eſſe tale, 
Some wee will talk of theDocoursbnit latle. 


MORALITAS,. 


YEE may perceave now by this tale, * 
Good connſell is of great avae 
Who that will cake it well in head, 

From vice to — ſhall _ 

Anday be ru Wich a good rec 

This is forſuich but tale. if 


Good counſell is a Nellie ching 


The Emperour lain, Matter, by ap conſelence — 


Then ſlem his hound, which was but a dumb as, | 


lle 
The 
Wh 
Wit, 


A 
Wiel 


| | God 


Naher te — et to Kung. le 


| F The-feven Sages.” | 
2 I lets nothing for xo go wrang, « © 1 


The King nor Emperour never rang, 


72 | Whoifrhey want good counſell lang 
I | With rale they ſhall nor ring. e NT RR 
All great perrils it ſets aſide, 5 


Wich wiſdome ir doth all provide 
God it grants to all degrees. i % 
But many ſo faſt from it flees, ol. 

While they bee ſer upon their knees - 146 
They have no grace to guide. 349 14 
This young woman had ſore oſſend ed. 25 
I her mother had condeſcended- sds r. 1 
| Teher daughters unwiſe conce s „* 
In her contrare ſhe made debate ; 
And cauſde her go another gate): 7 
Good counſell lo defended. 1 13 


| 
* 


The mother was great toallwꝗwſo gg 
That cauſde her daughter to her bow, ech beit t EW 
TH q once, twiſe, and thriſe, 
5 ying, r, ſee thou beewilcy - et 5, 
Take not in hand ſuch enterpriſe, . 1 
| Except thou it avow. att: 


* 


And ſo by counſell of her dame 
Shee continued her glaiked game, 
Hou beit ſhe rang in ramping rage, 
Lood counſell cauſde het to aſſwage, 
I uile thar the Barbour for his wage 
Made her meck as alamb, | 


Say yee not bur it wasd ite? 


Ty Firſt cut the tree, the hi 1d to ſmite, 124 . 
le M 2 | Then 


> leveſt Sages. 
Then caſt che table ſo reckleſlie, : 
How can ſhee well excuſedbe, 
Shee was witeleſſe a little wie, 
Wantonneſſe had the wite. 


And hear of blood was aboundapt, 
Whercof ſome part ſhee might well want, 
Her husband then took well in head, 

How hee thereof ſhouldger remead, 5 
Where hot blood was hee laid cold lead, 
And this wiſe could her dant. 


So when her mother came to ſee, 
Whether if ſhee would live or die: 
Who ſaid, Daughter for my requeſt .. 
Now lay thine hand to thincownbreft, 
And ſee 217 thou wilt love the Prieſt. 
Ccaſe mother, let that bee. 


For had not been your good — 


But recure I had ſhamde my ſell. 


And as yee know I was right ahra, 2 


For all your ſawes to come thereſtſa 25h 
Now thanks to God it is norfa, ; |; :---;; „1a 
Good caunſell beares the bell. DOVE 3, fs 
The Prieſt of all this was witelefſe, - | - |: then © 
Of mybaywdric and bruckleneſſe, [= 154; ο = 
For hee thereofnever thing knew, 1 - „ Matt 


———— ama 24S Dr „ obey ſlain 


But was in purpoſe to purſew. 
Therefore h 


Young women herefore in your flowers, 10 2077 


Though yec think pride of 8 22 69917 5 


cc wasſakeleſſe. | TY 21 13 San 


Tc 


The ſeven Sages: 
Take here examiplehbwIam, :.- "LE 
And ſet aſide ſuck lawleſſe game,. 0 
Or yee ſhall fore repent the ſame, 25 
The time was mine a n 8 


Yee ol men has; are come to Ve, 


Young women into mariage ne ee deve 
In no manner is for you meer.. 11d 
They are wanton and full of h ent., 4% ns © 


To you is ſowre thax they thinł luer; ES at 
And — to get for Vage. : - 


0 


Therefore inzing yee ſhould corre them. 
Wich aw and labour yee ſhould 11 emp 
Let them not brawl gn every bin _ 

*For as yee brow fo ſhall yee drin, 0 ge e 
Perchance have matter for to chaike! . „ Unit bs 


Andgreat ate fathom, . 6: Way od | uy 15 17.320; if 
Une — 3 60 9182 14 

1b i C 

12 215 115 rn 
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non vol An 

1 18 3603.1; 1171 6010 201 242 


Al re bra, 255 
And Mien ares an 
But all wich Chlorine 


Ru 691 12.7214 2288 — rot 14133483 ith; 
Now are yee warnde, l. bidadeiny 01122; 3% | 60) p10 BP 
Wee ane top good: where oe ate vrt di f nu 25.04 r, 


There is too few is faithfull found, 
Some cuts the tree pme kils th 
Some caſtesthe table to che staunt 


AI dd chat, Irew. | 33 nn 
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The. ſeven Sages. 
A praiſe to the fourth Done, 74 
Aud, honorrpraiſe,andthanks an blintved 6. 


2 the Doftour, for the tale thou bat told, 
That ſaved hath the childes life for a day, 
And quenched bath the Emperour. boujt Fa 1 5 
In great malicegwho that but mercie wonle = 
Hu own ſon ſlam but thon him canſde. fey na, 
|. Though yon quick fiend doth all that ever (be way 
To — bim ſlain but wee ſhall all defic her, 
Within few dayes on red war wee ſhall cry ber. 
The declaration of the Bm | 
preſſe fifth tale. 1 
TI. Empice bearing the child was bet tur den 
A new conceat then twk ſhe in her head, 
Though all the town cauſde ſee in ſnndzie airta 
The caxiage hozſe that wold dzaw wains x calr te 
Andfild the ſame withevety ſozbof gear, 
Ver oznaments and cloathen eh [Ye thould woe) 
Pade her tfopaſſs jitity a Dames. 
Saying the would ole cu 
As the did daplx.thuͤ 
And thereupon could not revengedbe: 
| Wherefoze ſhe would at her fathet ſł mends. 
boom on ſhe ſaid == = 
The ſervants ſo ber intent, ak 
To the Empꝛout ptncojitinent: 3 


rere Err 


| Whopalt in vate to her but moze pꝛocele, 
Ananird the cauſe of all ſuch bufineſſe; 


| | Where make vs to: oꝛ whether will ver go? 4 Bec 
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be ſayes, J 
To m fa 
_ mw may h 


id TdoreozsImalt purſe dee may getit, 


-The ſeven Sages; - 

is the cauſe that thou art s ſos 

will but any moze delag | 

ther the hie gate make the war, 
abe bath colace,mirth,and n, 2- 

"the contrare a? the fame: Ind! 


now I hab, 


1 ie nom fo2get it. 


Fo at this time 
Che Ei will ve get moꝛe 2 


N02 bo - x 4 inte no ier 
023 Aba ö nem. 

— wa 11 

Now J pekte the very 


That bawnes her 
obe ſald, 15 & 457 


eh bid un nene 

(rata venowp2 e 3071 35.8 

Na fas to GARNER e, E 

bis ſuhieas held him ſa odious: 
were conftraind fo; his great falſitie 
etrdhim quick foz all his dignitie, 


e tach man ſo covetous. did him W 


1 
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44 — ſeven Sage x 
ey yeath s mouth att e a m 
| Wo whom, quoth b, iet no fath 45900 oy ; 10 
That ot faltet th dee ln 
Ode ald but donbt tee 5 


Foz dap by er. alf 


7725 deen 


| Aud afrerattt wb Tit 
| Dnmineownforf 


| That ve wonty ſhot Tm 
| Unherethzough* 47 0 


| And to my lelfs 


|. Sore a ft vp rat betors 9757 562 
0 Danse ee 8 roc eee 2 
| Pet not the leite Deen 


| Butif ve pleaſe | ien ond 
| PEP No 0790036 15 Ty tue Lui 3 


A never read on the mold. 

The citizens . 74 ys heard ſay) 

They had greaftvars with all about them lay; , 

= all nations 9 cruelly they danted, ...... 
Where they 12 b3 an manred wanted: 

While that teas to ſuch hote point of war, | 

That all na 9 5 in he corftare did tz 

In that me ete w as a attpr-clark | 

„ Rome ae can nx, in his wk | 

Called Virgil, tht which in Arithmeti i 

He was ſo 1 hy a found ck. | 

Che citizens th fry they did require... 

That he would wozk and win from them 15 0 hits, 


To finde/fome 2 craft and cunning, | 
Foz to itigraveto! cine ba c< thing 5 | 
Df his p2act( 1 5 9 
Hubtile ſcience.) | 
| Whereby the 110 11 deere, | 
4 afar N ] 83 634 
And ta "mn eb 5 PG e Ok 
We 5 ivy plc qtvil 2 Me 
wade pzoviide their pur ve 
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beter that it did chance. 

The citis 115 with this cunnin g Sis. 
Pade one uc cb, ig 16 fell to bis wark: , 
Within the te it | e bufldedup à towze 
Df a gtent height, end als ok great 8 


Aud ſet npon th ne towers 
Gretin 1 e, 


NE ICVEN 3 


A great number by their own deſcriptions, 
As many as is in the wozld regians, . abe 


In the midſt of that famine towze of 
A great image ht let to all mens ſight: 
And in the hand it bare a golden ball, 
s it ſhould been the maſter of themall: 
And each ons of the reſt had by them ſel! 
Into their hand a little ringing bell? 
And turnd their face tothe ſame region) .. 
Co them afſignde,and tk dominion: 
Af any realm and n up would rilg . 
An contrare Rome, z rebell any wiſe, ' 
Chen that tmage toany each region, 
At had ceſpec o2 yet dominion, 
Would move the fate, and alſo ritigthe bell, 
And them to warn if would not faile fo tell- 
ben the Komanes ere any loas 1 
Chat rebellionthey roſe foz to refit; 
Aud armed them in all the feats Amer, 
as them became,o) to them conld ke 
And lo ſmalli land there was in 
But by — way was made 2 
Wherethzogh they wan great 
der all the wozld they were cal Lan Ms 
This being done, this noble cunnifig cletk 
An Romrestown hee made another vl 
Which was a fire confinual:y 
Both night and dap, and never yay Qockning; . 
To the people being a great comtuzt, 
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Ich and dnn, 


5 aud af kl ſpazt;.. il 


The ſeven Sages. 


Two bathing fats be made within thefown, 

To th; coamgntis great conſolationn: | 
The ane wasco \ Pzeparde fo; ſummers ſeaſon, 
The other hots fo2 winter which was reaſon; 

At any man his hodis would refreſh, 
Paſſe to the una, hexe with he migbt him wech 
Betwixt theſebathes,and this contiagall light 
An image man prent ſtature and height, 
With lach ingine la long as there it td. 

Che fire chouſd burn, and als the bathes do god: 
In whoſe fozehead were wꝛitten letters fine, 


- | Anvdanozeati may f ſuch a chance, 

-- | Whenthey be Node totake a great vengeance. 

- | This image was made with.ſuch 2 
Wbptle that it ſcd, and tholed no diſtreſte, 

Lye fl re lasted. aud never moꝛe went out, 

The twobathes Kd in theit own play but doubt, | 

Wbile af the laſt a canyingel rk pak b, 

And this image perfealy coildeſpile, ..: 

> | The w2lting read, and to himfelf he ſald,..... 
- | What like vengeance can an à man be. ms: 4: : 

Oz phat treaſure may anꝝ man n tine, 

ee eee 
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Under thy tat ſoine grea Wat 'of 

dome ric) fewels of gong 

That thou art ſo ſet up Wi 

This J bela be, and is the likelyefk, 
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The ſeven Sages; | 
Co that effect ſome treaſure to 25 o 
But none he gote becauſe pn 100 
But ſo ſon as that intage feli b e | 
Incontinent the fire — . as 
The bathes two were 1 98 — 8 
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Mhich of — == t comfozt * and wacht + - 
Saying eachone with loud voice tothe atre, 
Curft mot he be foz now andedermatre, 
Chat us ſo quite of comfozt hath made clan. 
hat we ſo long in conſuetude hach deen 
Foz his — and p;ofit ungular, 
Ado to bim with tart and meekle rare: 
Pet not the leffe there treaſure gote he none, 
And dur plealure alf quit fe away 770 f 
An this moane time un ltving Bingsthzee, | *; 
To whom wen done great evillante, 134 
By 0 bel murther and maltce the a, 3 
Ut et U wats y d laughter them oppzelt: 8 
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then diverſe dayes they had at counſel bn, 

| Some of them ſaid, this avails not a pzeene: 
heir might is far above all ourpuiſſance, 

Therefoze we think ſome other conveyance, 

We muff attempt, and new conceats conſider, 
Therefo2s let all our wits now go together. 
Then foure old Knights that was ot counſellgod, 
Befoze theſe n ings and Loʒds up they ſfod: 
Paying theſe wozds, we think we wo;zk in vaine, 
On this matter ſolong foz toremain, 

Foz truth it is, while their great towꝛe upſtands 
UUith jmages aud bells into their hands, 
UUbich warnes them when any religion will riſe 
Jn thetr contrare then paſſe they to deviſe | 
Þ Remead£herefoze what land agaiuſt them ſteeres, 
. | UUith all vefence andcruelifeatof weer: 
o we muſt run upon an other bozd, 

i | Cſchew the d@p,and caſt us to the fd. 
.. | Then ſaid the kings what think ys beſt to do? 
:. | Qyoth they, pleaſe pe aur counſell to and to; + -.. 
do that pe willthereon to make the coſt, © 
Ade ſh all vou pleale oz elſe our heads be loſl. 
Then ſaid the kings, foz colt do ye not ſpare, 
Therefoze ye ſhallbe anſwered and far mare. 
50 the knight, the matter ſtandeth thus, 
OAaviane ye know is cobetous 
And loveth gold (ve know) above meaſure: 
Lherefoze he muſt be blinded with treaſure, 

The ſight of gold will make him ſo inclind. 
To all our ſawes bo bath gold ſo in minde: 
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Packod full well foure punſhiouis ts the head, 
Pa muſt furniſhof coined gold ſo ted, 

' With god convop, and ozderly expenſe, | 
| While that we get the Emperours p28ſence. 
This being done, get ys not pour intent, 


e ſhall ali foar tine lives, gods, lands and rents. | 


Type king ſaid, Go to, it hall be done:  - 
| They made fozeward;the gold was gotten ſcon: 
Four fall punſhions of gold that mas ſobzigbt, 


Lyn Romes town ther bzought within the night : 
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To their purpoſe when they think them diſpoſed: : 


Do man knowing what there within was cloſed, 


| Theſefonce punſhions in tour ſundzie parts 
An Romes town thep hiv at diberſe parts, 
Dune in full ſeas, in dzaw wels, and in dies, 
Low in the earth, and ſome they ſank in ſikes. 
This being done, they came right quiet i 
To their hoſtage,and lay down paivily: ' 
And on the moznat time ot bay they toſs 

| With god intent, and to the palace goes: 
And ſo belyve as ther paſt up the ſfref, 

At chanced them the Emperour foz to mt, 


They hailled him with reverence aseffery, ß, 


Again at them right patientiphix ſp@rd 
From whence they came, oz what ſervice _ 
To what ſcience they were moſt abls to- "TY 
| Who anſwered him into their beſt manner, 


| From far countries toyour grace commed here: 


| We are ſpa · men. ſcathſaxers and diviners, 


To ſer ve pour grate and als your-counſellers, © 
nud can diſcuſſe all dzeames right cunningly, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
And tell therevf the truth and veritie, 
And all hid gear that is put out ot ſight 
2 | Wecan it finde, and thereto go at right 
By pur own dzeames, out crafts and als ingine, 
Tpongb it were hid a thouſand years ſpne: 
„And we have heard that pour grace bath pleaſure 
In ſuch behalles, and therein taketh cure: 
And if your grace at us will ſuch require, 
We arereadisto fulfill your defire, 
By dat 03 aight into all kinde of ſozf, 
With heart anominde pour grace fo2 focomfozf., 
_.- | TheEmpergur then conſtdering in bis minde 
_ * | Yow thele foure men to ſuch things were inclinde, 
| Andknewright well that into Romes citie 
Great ſummes of gold was hid right quyetly, 
Whereof he could get no per fed knowledge, 
except ſuch men as theſe he had in wage: 
do codetice and gredineſſe of gear 
Patte credenca, which all men ſhould fozbear, 
Blinder his thought. and cauſde his wits ſurvey, - 
I | Canfde him to (con to their bidding obep: 
And ſo at ſhozt the Emperour is agreed 
. | With theſe four men, and faithfullp them fed, 
upon to be laid, Gd firs, IJ will you p;ove, 
„no it yebe ſuch men foz my behove, | 
es ye haves ſaid, v ſhall have god reward, 
each oneof you but doubt ſhall be a laird, 
And intertaind with thanks intomy houſe, 
- i] 9mongfſt mplozds,with gifts full glozious. 
*= hex (av again, aud pleaſe your Maʒeſtie, 
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No m oꝛe reward at ee eee, AER 
But the one hall of it wee do obteine, E 
Under the earth as ſhall bee cleariyden: . i 
By our in gines, our daeams, and — 4 
Within few years we mean to mend dux migbts. 
The Emperour laid. Ga do as v deviſe, + i! 
Pee take on hand; a wozthieentexpaile:: © ' ; if 
Then ſaid they all unto the Gmpernuur -; -: 1: 
This night,my Los if it h your pleaſure; 32 
To the eldelt of us fa to grant lied, 
His clean cunning this ſame night taz ta pꝛlebe, 
Br his own dzeam what hee can rompaebend. 
And what, th ereol ſhall bee the ſinalben :: 
And thereafter wee ſhall into dayes thee; an 
Sbew to ygur grace thereof the veritie it 
What it betokens.and what tbereof chall come, 
To pour pleaſuce ye ſhall know all and umme. E 
The Emperour laid, Go to, am content, © 
Do tok god⸗ night, and all foure tnt they went, 
Merie in heart,right blith and very glad; 
do god anſwere that ther obtained har 
Paſt fw2th that time in ſcoꝛn and dettllon, 1 
Belie ving well the great towꝛe to get doo nu, 
Thꝛe dapes and nights deing paſt, and als Enel 
Theſe four keſt them with the E met dur to mt. 
Che eldeſt ſaid, And pleals your noble gra 12 i 1 

Co pale with us, and we ſhall chew the 1 
Where that a tun of red gold lpeth hid. in: 4 1 | 
The Emperour ſatd, J will do as p bid. wh 

TL ben ballily they came unto the place, . 5 
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The eldelt catd. And pleafe yoar noble Grace, 
As Abele ve, chere is of gold ſo leur 
A tun traf in this place lying here⸗ 6 
Even ſo my dꝛeam foꝛſooth unts pou ſhew, 
And J doabt not but wee ſhall flude it tte. 
Then dur the four to delve they tek in hand. 
And as the ſato, right ſo the gold they fand; 
Mhieh gold vefoꝛe into that ſamine place 
des had hid ago but a ſhoꝛt ſpate: 
Pet not theleffe the Emperours fantaſte 
Trowdether bad found the gold in verttie: 
Which when he law he was tight wonder glad, 
Mith merrie chear unto the tour he aid. 
Ot this ound gold the one halt ve ſhall have. 
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The ners dzeamerſatd to the Empetrour, 
Now fals to mer (if it be vour pleaſuteꝰ 
Py night abont to dz eam, ik A can finde 
Anꝝ moze gold, if ſome beleft behind. 
The Emperout᷑ ſaid, God ſend yon ſich futd2ance | 
as this ſaine vay your bꝛother got by chance: 
Lhe nerf night tame, anditkewiſe did the day, 
che nert djeamerty the Emperour can ſay, 

Be of comfozt, and it᷑ it pteaĩe pour grace 
This night F02eamdofmoze gold in a place, 
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ETbhemielves did hide that gold under the ground, 
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And wity their and ſcience was overfild; 

Notwithſtanding the ons haif he them gabe, 

No wile truſting that they ſhanld dum decide: 

And whenelther of them han tane their part, 

Thc Emperour was tight jocundin heart; 4 

da them advancd, ind ſaid they were moſt tis 

Df (@th-layers that ever yet he nem: 

And moſt expert into their own(cience, 

That ever was by his intelligence. + 
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Uill ye ſuffer the ſamine tobe ſought, 

Co your p;effte but ſtay it ſhall bæ bꝛonght: 
Iden chaũi v have ot golo ſuch abundance, 
That all the wozld foz gold ſhati you avvance: 
lor the greattewze,quoththep,into the ground, 


# All this richesof gold is to bee found, 
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They ſaid,Þy Las walt give us n | 10 
Withour own bands, and on dux oon ne, 10 
we ſhall not faile to obtain the treaſntß, 

And in no ſoꝛt thereby to hurt the tomze, 

Noz images, noꝛ vet the bels that . 

Lo ſave al: fuch we can do ſundzie „ 

Me ſhall do 1 quietly in then age; 

None but we four thereo get a 

Af it bee doneon 3 053035; 12H 
The people then ſhonld crx put openly,,. Da 
And rumour rile out thzough the who hole re dun, 
That ve foz gold ſhould the great tow! 

We ſhall ſo woꝛk, that neither group agg to 
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— of bbfwze I never did them 
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But now I fe that they are great dec 
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Pour greedineſſe,andburat 

And foz ypur love fo $0 and 
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And ſo chor laide a great tege to the ton. 
hich ther ov rcame, and caſt down clean the wal 
And fo af he at Rome was deſttoped all. 

The Smup:elle ſaid Habe ve tane well my Ly 
Thels mods in bead that now J did recoade 
I thank eoutherefoze now Madame, ſaid he, © 


22 ele labels but doubt you to deteibe, 

2s thele four this rung towꝛt to ruine bꝛougbt, 

Thelſs maſters ſa wal b:ing you eben to nought. 

And under mins and cal you under fot, - 

This is the cauſe they daply to vou ſute: 

The images that ſo much money coſc, 

Are wits; which ther beler be are loſt: · 

l Foz ſo childiſh and ſoſt they vou perceive, © 

> be whole impirefrom you ſo wouldthey habe. 

"> | ThdEmpecour ſaid, That each tale that ve tell 

A perceive well may be fold by wy ſell: 
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| greatpicaſare tobearthem all v have, 
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As is my ſelt, and of the ſane ſakels . 18501 bf 
Therefoze my loꝛd, uch thing liel de maugbty 
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As his uncle at ſome times had betoꝛe 
Wherewith be wan great honour, 
But in ſo much Galene was not ſoold, | , [DAG 
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| Ve Das exe Garp ano eee, 
| Then Hy pocras perceiduny in his heart, 
That Galene in the craft was ſo expert 9 3 
— — Gould dim eel, 

tom his g ite him expelu 
| Andtherefoze did as mhle as he mint 
| From Galcne of the craft to hide the ſlight. 
—_ — — 
| Ke dayle the — — au 
| — art —— 
Dn one dax moze then befoze in fiften: 
| Cahereby'the Doctour to in bis conceat, 
| That Galene Gould grow to greatereſtate; - 
There ſoꝛe at dim de bavilurking enby, 
Lace eee 
An this mean t g ungarie 
ſent his melage with ſhips out thzough the lex 
Foz riypocras that he might with him ſpeak, 
And cure his ſon whichlay right wonder fick- - 
So Hypocras the meſſage did receave, (+. :.+ 
Heartly pꝛaxing the wellengers him tohave: . .. 
Some part excuſd ants their noble Ming 
For he by age might make no travelling: 
wat 4 tall fend my conſenand ſetvand, = 
What J will bid that will be take on hand, 
e Galene obeyed biguncles will, 
And in all points the ſame de did fulfill: 
Aus paß bis way unto that noble King, 
| Who was right with and glad of biscaming, 55 
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[| Once J ſaiv eiſe, and yet I (ay again, 


Pight nat travell,fazng he 
Paying dis gracs fyz'to have bs „ 
and at that time had An de abs, „ 
Babe f nenten 77 4 


* Bat in his tead he bath me to-you lend, 


With help of God your. fon ſhall Lame d:: 
Of the which thing the King was well confent; .. 
Galcne with (ped unto the child he went, IF 7 
Felt dis punſes,and als his urine ſaw, 
Whereby belive his ſtckneſe he did knaw. 
Incontinent then paſt de ta the Muren. es 
And (aiv,Padame.your ſick ſon A daveſen: 
And J am comsnato your nobie Grace. 5 
Bela ching you to hear me ſpeak a ſpace: | 
Takeno diſdaia,though J now to you peak, 
Itame to heal your ſon that lyeth ck» 


| She ſaid,Gwod ür, ſax on what pleaſeth deu, 1 


02 yiz will ſax nonght but tha truth A ttomw. 

laid, Padame, teil on, and make no lie. 

Who is the father of pon ſon tell me? 

Who is father, guoth ſhe.who but the king. 
de: Madame there is nat ſuch a things. . 

ll, ſax ye ſo, quoth ſhe, ſoz veritie, 1 

| Peis want the bead 5 vow righthaftiiy: 


The Kiag is not his father iu certain: 18 
I came not here thereloze to loile mine heasʒ, 
Noz pet incurre in my * fea 
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| What Galene in the eraft was ſo expert; , 5 
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| Andtherefoze did as mhle as he mint 
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© at he mardoid why came nat Hy oer: 
- | Then Salene fad, that old and we; 
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E And at that timehadbuſia:Ke ae, 
. That he e wands tie" 5 
Bat in bis dead de hath me to you (end, 


With help of God your ſoa ſhall I amend: 


Of the which thing the king was well contents... 


Galcne with Iyad unto the child he went, 
Felt dis punſes,and als his urine ſaw, | 
Whereby belive his ſckneCe he did knaw. 
ntontinent then paſt de ta the Nun. 


And laib, Pabame· vaur ſick lon I haveſen: . 


And J am come unto your noble Grace. 
Beſa ching you to heat me ſpeak a ſpace: 
Cake na diſdala,though J now to von (peak, 


tame to heal your ſon that teeth licx. 


ſaid, adame, teil on, and make no lie. 
Who is the father of von ſon tell me? 
Who is father,quotb ſhe,who but the king. 


= Uu, ſax ve [s,quoth ſhe, to veritie, 
Peis want the bead J vow righthattity: 


The King is nat his father in certain: 
I came not here thereſoze to loſle mine head, 
0; vet incurcein wy fault any fead, 
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Fo2 v willſay nonght but the truth Atrows | 
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pe will are make right wonder lich anvgtat2 
And god rewatvofme (othallye h ge FOR”: - 
Andof myLo2vlikewiſe ye will by 1 5 
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Cherefoꝛt hear me, while Jhaveſaid 


Upon atime cum tu my Lob and I ut 1 
Lhe ning ol Burdon to pale the time in pot, 
What will ye moze? to make mꝑ tale now EI 
To vou Matter, as now J will not lie, 
With me he got cis ett in pꝛiditie. 5) ep 
wen Galeneſaid, Fear not,and (peak; no PvE 

The tale 3 knew tight perfectly foze; © - 


'Then to the childehepaſt incontinent, 


Andhim dis cure witha right reglinede, 


What would he dzink,and what would be bis ona, | 


Mater to drink, and ber daplx to eat: 
es Galere then within dayestwooz thꝛe 


| The.chilve made wholeofhtsinffrmitie; 
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The feven Sages. 


UUhen that the king heard fell bis ſon was A 


Df all ſicknelle and of all maladie, 
Unto Galene a god reward b& gave, 
But doubt it from the Queen hee did reteate, 


UUith ſpectall thanks, and atter ay credence, 
ddo tk his leabe — dome ward he paſt hence: wy 


UUben he came home to his Eme Hy Pocta 
At Galene then but tarie could him as, 
vo is the child that x paſſ fo to ſ? 
fir be is whaſs of all ckne . 
Then Hypotras delitde him ta concit 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Co Galene ſaid with fair woꝛds and mn, 
Now let us go in our garden ta R 
Ber bes to be ſal ve that is ot mott vertne, 
Foz 1 With there is growing ene w. 
Palerpel ald, J am readie at hand, 
bat map beſt, to 2 ye command, 
Hypocras laid, Lake up that herb Aide 
Foz it is tull ot vertue aꝶ A wan: hot 
— A wo omen PRI ns WHY 
opuldt it in his hand, * = ; 
Andath 8 ole t thereof NA 10 Mut 


Tara men kent, apt wondet 
To coul fever, dz to Py. thning 
Alsof wn tis neee 
To heal all nonlive: 
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ben keit dis boo; and ſon thine, | 
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The ſeven Sages: | 
Ve bade them bzing a tun of water ſo m, 
With a womble an hundzad holes bozetb;olp. 


When that was done there went no water ut, 


PR 


Then Hypocras ſaid to them, Sirs, but doubt 


This is tde wzathof the grgat God ſo hie, 


as ter map ſe, and verie well percea ve. 
Foꝛ all is juſt, and wozthie that I habe: 
And as ve ſ there is into this tun 


An hundꝛed holes with pꝛons out-thzoughrin: —_ 
Though all theſe holes there goes not out;adzop,: ;- 


But as p&\& doth both ſcand itil and op, 
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Which to nature is contrare every dei 
Whereby vc max all understand tight el: 


Pay nothing be iy to mine inficmitie : 
Therefoze what eber ye taks on mie cure, 

It helpes nathing ve may be verie ſure: 

Foz well 4 wotg as nowis-noxemead, _ 

But foz mp wide J muſt yowthole the dead: 

But if Calenę m nephem were livand, 
Ye would not fail to makg me clean fra hand: 
Whom 4 did kill thꝛougb malice and envie: 

But of that dead right (0zerepentdo 1: 
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Therefoze God hath by his juſt o2dliiancs * , '" * 


dent upon mee this baſtie ſoze vengeance; 


Aas beſo ſaid, no moze wozdsthen he told, 


But turnd his back, and up the ghoſt he vold. 
Lhe Paſter ſaid, Yath youx grace done conceavs 
he ſimple wozds that to pou ſhawn A have? 
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The ſeren Sages. 


| E be Emperour ſaid, well 7 perceabe the caſe, 

| That Galenehe& was kilo by Hypocras. 

Lo Hypocrzs what hurt might it have ben , 
UUbat great honour had then come to Galene 

The maſterfaid,Jt had dn godat all, 

{ If NHypocras to ſickneſte had been th2all; * 

| Then Galene might perchance ſon found remead, 

And at that time be ſhould not have thold dead: 

Thereſoze becauſe himſelf by ill intent 

| Kild and put down the very inſtrument, 

| UUhs would habe him ſuppoꝛted in his refſe, 

| Pc may perceive in God the great godneſe, 


Chat be could not him ſelt help by no art: 
Cherefoꝛe my Loꝛd, it is eben ſuch a caſe 
Betwixt vour ſon andyour'own noble graute: 
And if your fon foz pour wives wozd x Ha, 32 
Conſidering welt ver knowye have m r 
UUben he is dead yee chalkwarie our 
And would be fain to ſcark him ont ot eib: 


He will yon help, the trath to you I tell: 


be will deceiveyour grace when reteaſt wen: 
Conſider well this is ydur ſecond wife. 
pee may have mo enduring vet pout life: 
Amongſt them all vet ye hall never have 
80 wiſe a fon none of them ſhall contea ve, 
o vertuous,o2 in wit ſo pzecell, 
And in your age will ſave you from perrell, 


The 
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| And right juvgement,thatfo dullmave his heart, - 


weird, & * 
- UUhen ye are old, and iat not help vour fell, on 
 Therefoze give not ſach credence to your Dagn, 3 


TheEmperour ſaid,fo2 that ve tell to n. 2 

Purely this day my ſon he hall not die: 

But J perceive and wonder well do mark 

That women ber right craftie in their, wark, 
And right ſubtile foto tyſt anp man 
as they think gd, but notthe lelfe what than? | 
Foz mine owa ſake this day he all not die, 

When I bave ned 1 know he will help me. 

The Maſter ſaid, J thank your noble grace, 

do tok his lie ve, and went home to his place. 


Wed tale was told ta the Empzeſts | 
If che was blith the audito2s may geſſe; 4 
dhe ſhew her ſelf in minde impatient, 


All that her ſaw belæ d d that ſhe had went 


Quite out of mind, and as a bodiemad, 
And her five wits clean tint away ſhe had; 
All that her ſaw had pitt ie on her chear, 
dhe ſhouted ſo that all the place might hear. 
| dome of the Loꝛds to the Emperour can $0, 
I | Andſhew to him that it f@d with her ſo, 
I | They laid, y oꝛd, unleſte ye finde re 


pour own Empꝛeſe will put her ſeit — | 


Whom to he paſt, and asked her wherefoze, 


_. | Cachday ve mourn, vexed aꝝ moze and moe. 


She ſaid, Dy Load,J mat vell in apart ; 
That A bzaft not, and in two bzeaksmine heart, ©: I 

J know, J am the daughter of a king, , 

And then your wile, which is a greater thing: 

Jn all my dayes ſuſfred J not ſuch ſhame, 


The. fevef Sages. - 

As J have done ſinceJ came to vou hame: 
And evermoze pee pꝛomiſe me amends, 
And as ye do God and the woꝛld kens. 

Che Emperout ſaid, 4 know not what to do, 
N o2to which ſtde is bet ko turn me to: 

Foz day by daꝝ pe ſau mine own ſons dead, 
And his maſters thereof do ſeek remead. 

Pe is my ſon, that I believe and know, 

But J canndt the veritie pet ſhow: 4. 
Whither to you J ſhall. give moꝛe credence, 
Then the maſters with all their great ſcience: 

Ee tell a tale which J think god and fagr, 
And they another to pours is tontrare - 
The Empꝛeſſe ſaid, That is the verie thing 
That troubles my heart, and cauſeth my 2 
Becauſe ve give unto them moze credence, 
And tothei tales takes greaterattendance, 
Than tomy tale, which tels the veritis, 
Which ye thatl ſoze repent yet ere ve die: 
And in fewvayes pe will get ſuch reward, 
Asdid the ing receive from his ſteward. 
Lhe Emperout laid, Chen tell mo that tale ſon, - 
Perchance wut will therealter may be done. 
She laid, J wilt begin with diligence, 
Wut A p2ay-ponto me&:give audience, 
* With peart Viſage, and countenance right hale, 
| Duthis faſhion began to tell her tale; 


Tet ere ſhe getunt her tale audience, | 
* — we will 925 « 881 lat _ . OR 
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The ſeven Sages. - 
MORALITAS. 


YEE may perceive now here expreſſe, 
Of women the great brucklenefle, | 
And of their kinde the kittleneſſe, and ſhee a Queen, ad 


[Her own privitie ſhe did confeſſe unto Galene. 


At ſhort to him her minde hath ſhown, 
A King ſhe having of her own, 
Another took, but little known, and of the new, 


| [But many ſuch draughts they have drawn that few inen know, 
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peradventure ſhe muſt be excuſit I." L162 1b 455 rr blu 3 
Peradvenrure ſhe will not uſe it, £1210 L654) 
As now ſhe ſhall not be excufde, ĩ ſay for 5 
Eyenas yee finde the ſoord ſo ruſe it. where ever * bee, 


And let ſuch quyet pakes Vrpaſſe,., o 1740 
And ſome thing ſay of Hypocras, : 2 26w S197 
That ſo full of envie he was, but cauſeor why, 

Galene he flew that was fo true through poœre onvie- 


Hypocras clean I diſcommend, 
Ever in heart for to pretend, 
So far at Galexe ro offend, as him to fla 2 
But he repented at his end that hee did ſa. 


The pr incpall cauſe thereof finde 1, 
That Hypocras had fo great envy 4 
Ar Galene, this was his cauſe why,tha tGalene Was 
Aore firm and ſtable, in craft more able than H ern. we Is 
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Hypocras ſhould haye had pleaſure, f 
That Galene got any honours 5 
For he was Galenes Doctour, therefore ſay 1 5 
Hee ſhould haye born to him farour, and not en y 7. 
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The ſeven Sa 
But God of his great equitie 

Would not thole ſuch unpuniſht becs 

When Hypocras was in point to die all his cunnin 

Could not then help him worth a flic at his ending, 


ses. 


Hee ſaid, had Galene been Tivand 
Hee could have helped him fra hand: 
Nit he wiſt well it was the wand that God had ſend 


Him ſuch diſtreſſe,and great ſickneſſe, that none could mend. 


The Rid ehvĩe and gr eat hatrent 
That hee had to this innocent, 
Could nor eſchew the puniſhment of hea ven ſo hie, 
Good ſirs, lay by all hid iavie, keep charicie. 


Envie and charitie are contrare, 
They can not in a place repare, 
Where charitie is God is ay there withoutten falle, 
Envie was and is evermare with grief and bail. 


It is the fountain and the flood 
Of ſhadding of all innocent blood: 
And is contrare unto all good, and is the root, 
Egvie therefore ſhall never glore of joy the fruit. 


Auſtine declares envie to bee 4 
A man to have ſturt inwardly, © 
Ofhisneighbours felicitie, withoutten cauſe, 
The which is contrare charitic,and God his lawes. 


DoRtoursdo write there is a hill, 
Called Etna, that burnes ay ſtil!Lv! 


In flame of fire, and never will bee quenched out. 


And yet they ſay it doth none il l to ground ao⁰· 


Which hill burning men do compare. 
Toa man that lyes evermare | | 7" 
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For the great Lord celeſtiall is charitie. 


- | This king he thought all Rome fo; to de 


The ſeyen Sages. 

In ſturt,envie,anger,and care continually - = 

In firie flames himſelf conſumes ay inwardly. 
Envyfull man comparde may bee 

Unto aleper man truely, 11 i 

Hee would all men were ſuch as he, even ſo the devil, 

Would none were good, nor yet well low dz cauſe hee is evill. 


Therefore my Lords and Readers all, 
Touching this point I cry and call?! 2 
Soto envie yee bee not th rall for ought may bee, 


A laud or praiſe to the 
fifth Doctour. 


Radent, perfekt, expert ee eg 
Honour and praiſe bes to thee digne Doctour, 
That hath ov put a day ſo perrelluu, | 
Weh thy ſweet tale before the Emperonr, _ 
Who kindled was in fell and firie furour, 
Contrare his ſon in minde malicious, 
By entiſing of his wife venemant ; 
But thou * bim with fair words and ſavour 
Haſt purchaſt grace while time more proſperous. 


The ſi xth tale of the Empreſſe. 


Tfozethis time there was a mightie king. 
Pꝛidetull in heart, and pꝛoud abo be all thing: 
e was ſoblght,and pziafyllin his thought, 
All other men hee ſet them clean at pang t. 
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e ſeven Sages; * * 
The W and after to 1 . 
To his king dome the dead bones ot theſe two, 
Peter and Paul, with many reliques mo, 

To waſte that town, and put it all to ſack, 
Bat his purpoſe was ſomething put aback: 
Into his face was ſo disſt gurate 

In luch a ſoꝛt, that every kinde ot ſtate 
Abhoꝛred lo his ugly foul viſage, | 
That none covet to touch his perſonage: 

Do handled he was with infirmitte, 

Mith leperneſſe a fouler none could bee? 

Pet bis nature roſe on him with ſuch rage, 

To have women her had a great courage. 

Do called he his tewardquietly, - 

And ſhew to him his counſell ſecretly, _ 


All woman kinde abhozres me as pd know, 
That Jcan get ot them no companie, | 
Which if I had were great pleaſure to me. 


He ſaid, My Lozd,and pleaſe your noble grace, 


Powbeit pe bee defozmed in the face: 

pe have enough of god money and gold, 
Foz to tonduce the fatreſf on the mold: 
Therefoze J ſay,ye ned not in no ſozt 

Df fair women to want the great comfoꝛf. 
Chen ſaid the king, Sæ foz no coſt y& ſpare, 
Wo get ine one that is both trech and falre: 


— bee gave aro ccownes therefoze, 
And ere n alt givem&k! 1 
d. 4 


w_ OW? ſa 


e oze. 
will do that I may, 


Saying,Py friend, one thing I will yon ſhow, | 


427 


"| 


To 


To fill your will, and ſo hee came his way? © 
Thinking in minde, blinded with cobetice. FRET 
Theſe thouſandcrownes may 1 get on this wiſe — 

Min to my ſelf, and to my wife alone, y 
And ſohomewardto his wife he ts gone. — 
Who was right fair, loveĩome with all beautie, 
Uertuous and god, right pleaſant fo2 to ſ: 
Pꝛudent, perũte, with countenanceriabt glad, 
With covetous heart theſe woꝛds to her he ſaid, 
O my god wife,my Soveraigue Koꝛd the Ring 
Hath charged mer with a right ſecret thing: 
Ko have women hee is right covetous 
At his pleaſure,and very deſirous, | E 
Which foz no coſt he (ayes that he will wane; $44 4s 
And chargeth me afthouiand crowns to grant 
To anꝝ perſon that will the ſame receave, 
But foz ane night n th him her foꝛ fo have: 
Therefoze in minde ny ſelf J have compaſt, 
Bet wenn us two I think this be the beit: 
The thouſand crowns to purchaſeto our ſell, ! 
Do pe will uſemy bidding and counſell. 2568 
Dhe god, God ftr,your counſell J will dos, 
do to no ſin no; ſhame it'turn ma to. "| 
He laid, ye ſhall paſte to thekings own bed, 1 
Which is with ſtik, and cloth of gold ov'cſpzed+: -- 
Andthereallnight ly with him quyetlie, 
At his pleaſure as he thinks beſt to bee: 
That it is pe there is no man ſhall ken 
But A alone, the which above all men W 
ſojould ſave your. ſhame, and alsyour. bed 


The ſeven , 


 Therefoze as ſhame to you it cannot bee. 
Alas, che ſaith, Yusband is that your — 

35p your bodie my womanhead to ſpill 

With aleper? and ſo defoʒmd in face. | 
Dir, change your minde fo2 him that gabeall grace: 
I know it is neither your thought no2 minde, 
Co ſuch a deed mine heart ſhould be inclinde, 
But me to pꝛove, and to tempt mine intent, 

If I thereto would any wiſe conſenf. 

O my god wife, howbeit hee leper be, 

And in thefacevefozmedas ye ſw: 

And foul of fleſh,and alſo foul of blod, 

Pet then the gold is verieſwet and god. 

She laid again,Þy ſwet husbandperceive, 
 Howbelit the gold bee god and ſwet fo have- 
And though he were the cleaneff man thereout, 
Moſt fair of face, gentle,conrteſſe,and out, 
Woulav yes that I committed ſuch a ſin, 
Againlt my Godfoz any gold to win: 


A will not do it. therefoꝛe hold me excuſet, 
Charge me no moze,fo2here I quite refuſe it: 
Whom tobe ſatd with a right aufter lok, 
How purpoſe x my companie to bzok: 
That thing I will to pꝛealle ta ta gainſtand, 
Pee are to peart to contrare my command: 
At is my will, and that ſame ſhall be done, 
Therefoze make youreadie topicaſe me fom: 
Do ve it not, A vow bet wixt us tway 
Shall never bee a blith no; joptull day: 


vermoze in chiding and in 80 5 
Bute ermoze in chiding riet, ' anhich 


The ſeven Sages. 
[dich at the lalt win turn to a miſchlef- 
[Know ye not well to the church when pee went, 
p [ware y& ſhonld be ay obedient 
To me alone, as wedlock us declares, 
ace: pea,ſir the ſaid,in all lawfull affaires, 
Not diſpleaſing my Paker,King of kings, 
2 will obey you in all other things: 
« | Jyoucommand by bertueof thatoath, 
Which foz to bꝛeak vt ſhould be derte loath. 
Conſtdering it is mp minde and will, 
| Without gainſay my bidding p fulüll: 
And to theſameright (on that ye content, 
D J avow right ſoze vie ſhall repent. 
| Inthe mean time as he theſe wozdstheip, * - 
| Out of his heath his whinger f@a:th he Ver? 
She trembling ſoze foz great dzeadour and fear, 
? 2th of that ſtead a ep ſhe durſt not 1 | 
+ | Perceaving wellhiscrueltie and boaff, ; 
And in great doubt her lifefoz tobe loft: F 
The impatience,and the great gredineſſe, : © - 
The crael mins, and als the crabedneſſe 
Ok this ill man, this woman did attend. 
Which in no (cztnoz faſhion che conld mend: 
be was conſtrainde what foz dzeadoar: and aw, 
Foꝛ to conſent ta his command and a. 
ohe laid, Goodman, your bidding à muſt do, 
But great God knowes if my will be theretoꝛ: 
But J appeal from all tonſent of fin, - 
That may follow. oz in this caſe come in: 
;c< And on your ſelf all whole I laꝑ the charge. 


It will be day within a pzettic ſpace: 


The ſeven Sages. 
And befozeGod hereot A me difchatge. 

Chen the ſteward but any tarrying 

Patt in all haſte, and ſaid untothe king, 

I have you gotten à woman right famous, 
Gentle, courtes, and come ofa god houſe, 21 
Fair and well tavourd, right pleaſant fo2 fo lee, 0 
And the muſt come ts vou right quietlie: Wir 
Within the night che mut come late at een, 
But me alone with none ſhe will be ſeen; 

Early at moꝛn befo2e the ſunriſing F 
From you likewiſe ſhe muſt make departing. 41 
#03 this ſhe will a thouſand crowns have, 8 
And foz papment but me none thall ſhe crave. 
Chen laid the king. Of that A am content, 

As ve habe done thereto J will conſent: 
Mithautten moꝛe the ſteward he hath led 

Dis own ſpouſd wife unta the kings bed 
And with the key the do he hathmade fac 
But any noiſe. and fo away is paſt: 2 4 


Early at moꝛn, in dawning of the dar. 52 
The ſtewarsd roſe, ans to the king can faz, 
My ſoveraigne IL ozd, and pleaſe pour noble rat, 


I think it gad that woman pe let go. 

Foz I pꝛomiſo that vdur Grace houty do fo. 12} 
Chen laid the king,this woman pieaſet mes 
Do wonder well;as vet het companie 1 
| I will not want, neither foz gold noz gear 
Lydis hour to come J will not let her ſtear. 

yen he that heard he was right wonder wo, $i. 


"# 


_ 


The ſeven Sapes. 
And from the den with ſozie heart dis go? 
Within a while bat tarte came again. 
and to the king he laid, it, fo certae nm, 
The dar is ligpt, and that woman. — yy 114.5 
With the koln ſhe will be ſhametully ſhent: 124 GW! 
And my pzomils to her quite J havebzoken, 
Foz not keeping to het that I gabe ſponen— : 
Then ſaid the king, no wiſe pet the ſhall paſſe, 9 7 752 
#03 the ſhall have ol me what ſhe will a:: 
Lherefoze Reward A ſay to ꝑou in plain, 

Oo pale your wap; and lock the dos auen. 

The ſteward then right ſozrowfullin heart 35 

| Upon need fozcetdthe do did depar t. 
Went up and down, and knew not what to ſap; :; 

The ſun was high, and much ſpeat of the dart 5 

he came again, and (aid unis the kin, 

It is two houres after the ſan riagsg: 

That woman will ve ſhent withoutten abe 

With all the folk. and peopte dere about. 

The king anſlwerd, nothing ol him content. 
4 you command that ron your ſeiſ abſent: 1 205 
Unto the time chat A pleaſe oa toriſſe, o 1122 
Foz unrequirde yehavetronvied.me _ 

And my pieataretgwiththis.companis, FE 
| Therefoze palleam,at this time let — _ OE: 
Che Rewards beartif it was then on ſteer 

(4s I believe) theren&des no man to (per: 1 

Tet not the leile þe could not keep counſelt;;;: 

Foz all his wit he would deſcribe him ſell: 
Jucontinent wit haut moze aviſing, 225M Gag. 


with ſozie heart hie ſaid unto the 3 

O my good Lo2d,J open pan mine heart, 
What ſame woman ye will not thole depart 
Without licence,ſhe is my wedded. wife, 
Now in your hands lyes both my death and life. 
Che king beard that, and ſaid, all was not right, 
Dpned the windows, and ſaw fair day Habt, 
Saw the woman, who was luſtis in tace, 

A wozd not ſpake a Pater noſter ſpace : :. 
Then ſaw it was eben as the Steward ſaid, | 
Whereof he was right ſozie and not glad, 
Whom to he ſaid,D thou molt wicked knave! 
Yow durſt thou bes ſo peart mee to neceaven 
And mee to cauſe thy wife foz toabuſe, +434 
Kby gredie heart thy ſelf it all confuſe. -- 
EUby halt thou cauſde thy wife anwillingly- 
Come in my bed ta mes unwitting ? 
Fo2 a ſmall ſummꝭ ot money oz riches, ss, öR? 
Co ſhame thyſelf foz thy great gradineſſee + -. 
Knew ye not well mithoutten any fable 
My maladie was ay incur able? 
All was in the then haſt done, declare, 

Thy ſelf, thy wife to undo ever: 
Wherefoze pale (with in haſte aut of my aud, : 
Noz in my realme that thou bids mot auigbt: de 
And from hence fozth if eber J'theſe, 03 

| ' A ſhameſa.1 death J avow thou ſhalt die. 
Aucontinent he paſt from his pꝛetence, 

And never ſaw the king from that — : 


Maiteoff the realm fromthence he did him 52 Ae 


The ſeven Sages. 
That ſame reward he gote fo2:gredineſſe,;; 21 
This being done, the king in all his dayes:''i 0165; 
Held up his wife as the biffozte Cayes:. - :.; ;:i;...- 

In great wozſhipz.and gave toher vearly, 

,. | Aſumme af gold to kæp berhoneftly;. 11 0 
„Alter that time 4 do nat findgno2 ted, of: un 1 2 
+] With this Woman that had aqua d.  - 
. : Þ ©wn after this the king cauſdetaconugene; : : - 
A great Armieall clad -in;Jrmour cleenes 53: ;/; 
2 With great paiCance; and noble men eee 
An all eſfatres as ta them could er:: 2 
And went ta Rome with great power and might, - 
La ſtege the ſame the gate they held on right: 
and ſo ther did it ſtege on either ſide, Jt a: 
That the Romanes therein durſt not bide. 
he ſleg d it ſtill fo ſharp and wonder ſaze, : ;- 
That they therein might it defend no moze: 
do at the laſt to a counſell they went, 
Thinking they ſhuld with the king mak pointment 
Which was faz to deliver him at once. 
ot Peter and paul the bleſt bodie and bones? 
ubicb was the cauſe ot this great erand there, 
H Fo2 toobfaine the ſame withoutten mars: 
In the city then was there ſtill pꝛeſent, 
beben wiſe Maſters who had the regiment, 

| Dfall the tawa;: and nothing by them done; 2 
Early at Moꝛn, at E ven, oꝛ yet at Nun, 52 
And to theſe ſeven the Citizens came to Wh 
Ind ſaip, Maſters, great thing we have 00. 2 
ey! ae are compely by fozceof yon armie, © 
dat! BY Fj 


The ſeven Sages. 
Foꝛ fagive over and.rander the Citie: 721 
Unto theſe folk which are our enemies, 


D2 elſe fo2 to deliver the bodie:::: 

Ol god Peter and Faul his holy bꝛother, 

On fozce we muſt the one do oz the other: 

The firſt Paſter again to them ho ſato 

My god neighbour; take not fear but 2 glad, 

As fo2 this day the cite J ſhali ſabves . 
With the wiſedome and cunning that J have. 
The ſecond laid the next day fallet⸗ me, 
From enemies fo2 ts hep the citie. 5 
With my wiſedome, and als my clear cuming, i: 
Foz all the ſt rength of that great -puiſſaut king. 
Do did the third, and fuurth withoutten doubt. ky 
The fift, the ſixt, right ſo the ſeven all out. 

Ju like manner, as theſe ſe ven aſters now, - 
Unto your ſon hath pꝛomiſed to vou. 

An the meanetimetheKing cauſed his armie, 
Lay ataſault about the great citie, 

With ſuch awfull- and cruell munition, 3 
Whilethey-were likefoz to obtaine the Wown, < 
The fir Paſterthenhe came to the Ring, ; 
And with dim fell in talk and 1 C 
And talked ſo in ſuch manner and wiſe, © 7 
As fo2 that day be cauſde the armitriſe, 

And from the town the ſiege aback — _ 

As foꝛ that day no moꝛe he did perſew.' 

But on the mo2ne the ſiege away they laid, 
The neft Maſter paſt to the Ring. and laid, 

In like manner as did e beoze, 


| The ſeven Sages, 
And foz that day they ſtegde the fown no moze: 

So ther did all while it came ts the laſk, | 
n the ſeventh day they ſiegde the town ſo faſt 

It was belende the ſame they wonld obtaine, 
| Then all the town together did conven : 

Al in one voice ot᷑ the ſeventh alter ſaid, 

About the town ſo ſtrong a ſiege is laid, 
That we belerve nothing but cruell dead, 

unlelle that ve finde ſome help and remead. 

Confoꝛme to the ſaping, ve ſaid but deubt, 

I That was each one to ſabe pour day about: 
And we are all infozmed of ſurtie, | 
The king hach made his oath tolemnedlte: | 
ve ſhall not raiſe his ſiege noꝛ umttton, 

«| Unto the time that he obtain the toon: 
Lo tou aſter we can now ſay no moꝛe, 

, We would ye did as your fellowes befoze., 
4 


Lo whom heſaid, my friends take ve no fear, 
Be ot comfoꝛt, and eachone make god chear: 
I The Pozne J ſhall with my wozk and cunning, 
Skale von ſame hoaſt, and alſo fray the king, 
-1* I Pefhall be glad fozallbis great puiſlance, 
* Topaſſe away with his great oꝛdinance:· 
: | They went their way, and no moꝛe tok in thought 
4 But all mervelde how ſach thing ſhould be thought 
The Poꝛne earelpthe ſiege was ſars confirmde. 
Lo have the town alſo the king was ſure determde 
-*[This ſeventh Maſter to his chamber be went, 
thy - cladhimina ſtrange abillement, 
9 iu Peacock tailes, and feathers ot r heb, 
Am D 2 Par 


Te ſeven Sages. 


Part res, part white, part dann gr&n and blew 

A bzight dzawn ſwoꝛd he took in every hand, 

On atowzehead he paſt up foz to fand: 

Which was mo high of all the whole citie, 

Fo2nence the hoaft, that they might all him ſee: 

Lhe two bzight lwoꝛds into his mouth he took, 

The ſame ſhining upon the armie ſhook x. 
Whiles turned Eat, and other whiles Weſt, 

Mbils fonth, whilsnozth, where they might ſe him 

The ſhining ſwozds againf the ſun ſo blent (bel 

With bis cloathing and range abillement, 

Cher in the hoaſt right well and clearly ſaw, 

But what it was no man of them did knaw; 

Als the great Loꝛds, when they beheld ſuch thing, 

Halt in era they went all to the Ring: 

And ſaid, O Lo2d, behold upon yon tow2ez 

Me le this day a wonderfull ſigurẽ. 

Chen ſaid the king. the ſame J do pexcea be, 

But what it is no knowledge J tan have. 

Chevfatd we know what thing it is but doubt 

It is Jeſus down of the heaven come out, 

Whois the God of all yon chziſten folk; 

And knowing well how that we do pꝛobok, 

is awſome vꝛe and how we do pzetend,- 

To ſlap his folk, wwhithhe will ay defend; 

Pon famine \wozds that pe ſet ſhining la, 


| .. They ſignifieeach'one they will ws dia. 
AI we longer into this field abide, a 
Our counſell is therefoze that we home ride, 
The king hearingt rembled foz very tear: 


4 


Cauſde 


lew 


him 


18, 


a] 
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With manly heart, and 


Cauſderaiſehis boaſt and all his men of wer 

And ſaid, it is better in time ta flo, 

Noz yon their God with hist — make 

Then all the hoaſt in halte ther made them. 

e cauſe, with mgkle.ſcoz 
owbeit to fl no perill wa nb ud, 

But all deceit by the Malers falſe deed, 

When the. Romanes pertei ves the Armie fla: 

Eachonethey iſhe and went off the titie. 

dly countenance, 


Followed the King and all his o2djinance- | 
Slew anddeffroyde all that they piealde that days 
And whom they lick they bꝛonght captive away. 
And ſo theKing.and all his great armie; 
B:ought was to ground by the great ſubtiltie, 
Ok this Mater who.w2ought all by deceatz 
That with power nomaner could debate. 

C The Empzice then laid to the Enit, 
This tale I told 15 is under cullour: 
But would great God this tale ve underffod, 
he ſaid oP adainis think it very good. 
An the firſt end (quoth the) A know you heard 
What J you told of the grevy Steward: 
That the Ring trowdas well as his own life, 
And yet fo2 goldhe ſold his wedded wife. 
As als btm(ſelfwas baniſht the Countrie, 
Becanſe theKing found bim ſo falſeand ſlie: 
In like maner your on foz the deſire, 
And appetite he bath to theE@mpyze: 
Now day by day it is his minde and thought, 


* 


The ſeven Sages. 


Pon to deſtroꝝ und being vou unto nought, 
But now ſo long as ye are in your might: 
Do as the King did with the@tewardrightf. 
At ve purpoſe not to flaꝝ vim fra hand, 
When banich him and als foꝛſwear the land: 
Chat ye and J tobe am vour wedbed wife, 
In time coming in reit map lead our life. 
Allo ve heard how the King lap at Rome. 
Co win the fame how that he did pꝛeſume: 
And was mocked by theſe Maſters in plaine, 
Be and his folke s were all put down and flaine. 
Pour ſe ben Palkers into the ſamine wile, 
Antend to vo ay ſuch like enterpꝛiſe. 
With their falſe tales at end will yon deceabe, 
That your falſe ſon all the Empeze ſhould have 
The Emperour ſaid, by no way it ſhail be, | 
The mo2fie betime he ſhall not fatle to die. 
Ancontinetit be called his ſervants, ' * 
And to them all he gave ſuch trait commands, 
Chat one the moꝛne without impediment, 

On the gallous but faile his Don be ſhent. 

This woꝛd in hate paſt out though all the town, 
Whbercat many madelamentation: 

What the & mperour fo; the woꝛds ot his wife, - 
From his one ſon with ſhame Qhould take his life. 
The ſixt Paſter heard tell of this effray, 
Leap on his hozſe withoutten moze delay. 
Poſted fra hand unto the Emperour, 

And hatiſed him with reverence and hondur: 
No fok the ſame very unthankfully, 


And 


* * . 


The ſeven Sages: 
And laid, Me ſerude at his hand fo2 to dis. 
Aud als his Son, whom that they dad made dumb, 
Foz they were to peart in his pʒeſence to me: 
The Maiſter ſaid, I ſerve not fo2 to die, 

Noz pet your on; knew pe the veritie«-:--- . 
Chat he is dumbe where ve alledge and ſapes, 

Df that the truth ve ſhall know in few dayes; 

If ve him ſay fo2 that your wife can tell, 

Ok rour wiſedome then have I great marvell; _ 
And without doubt it hall von happen right, 

As it hapened ſometime untoaKnight 
To his wifes ſaws gave ſach fidelitie, | 4 
That he was dzawn out thzough the whole cifte, 
At an hoꝛſe⸗taile. and bangey tke a thief, _ 
this wifes ſawes bzought him to ſuch miſchief, | 
The Emperour ſaid, J pzay the tell that tale, 
The Maiſker ſaid, Bir, that ſhall A not fatlez'; 
90 ve will cauſe your don tocome agaty;””- = 
And foꝛ this day ve let him not be Haine 

Ju continent the Emperpur gabe command. 

Co the pziſon to lead his on fra hand. 

And ſo was done. The Mater then but mare. 
Co tell his tale began thus to declare. 
The Doctours tale further moze ert we beat, _ 
Dome mozaliſenſe of the laſt let us hear. 


MORALTT AST 


His | ua King he could not reigne, 
Wich meaſure nor humilitie? | 
He was ſo proud he thought none could, 
Compare to him there might not bes = 


The ſeven Sages. 
The Lord of all perceiyde and . 
That his hearg was fo proudandhicz 
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Infected with inffitimir . 


Therefore flee ide all mla tile; | 
And hold you with  huqpilicic.s 1 FA 


Als in this tale withoutten faile, 
Great covetice ye may perceive: - 
The falſe Steward that found the ar 8s, 
25 King himſelf and wife deceave: 


| Pur 


The ſeven Sages, 
Bur on himſelf the ſorrow fell, 
He was worthy the ſame to have, 
To be exylde the King beguilde, 
Iſay for me he playde the knave. 


That his own wife firſt fylde her life, 

And then her ſoul with deadly ſin- 

Fy Steward, fy, was that thy way, 

So fooliſhly gear for to win? 

With covetice and ayarice, 

At ſuch a falſe way to begin: 

For greedineſſe to win riche*, 

Too many to the devill would rin, 


By common theft ſome makes their ſhift, 
In this world while their life be endcd: 
To pluck the poor, they rake no cure, 
Who have no power to defend ir, 
Some reaves and ruges, ſome rivesand druges 
And purpoſeth never to amend it, 
But when itis win, fewof your kin 
Nor yet your ſelf ſhall never ſpend it. 


So covetous and deſirous, 
The Steward was gold for to wine 
He cared nought for to have brought, 
His wife to deadly ſname and ſin. 
Whether he gotc it or no, tew wore it, 
For fra the king and him did twin, 
Indeed I trow, to ſay to you, 
He had another web to ſpin, 


He charged was with for ta paſſe, 
Out of the Realme, to be confound? 
His out falſet ſnarde him in ner, 


His deed to himſelf did redound. 


Bur whe would make an happy pake, 

See falſet therein be not found? . . 

Lawric and right ſhowes ay the right, 

On greedineſſe ſer nor your ground. 
As to this King that lay in ſieging, 

And was ſo ayes for Peacock les: ? 

And two bright ſwords, with ſome vaine words 

Wicbhout more skaich his armie skailes, 

His campe to raiſe and ſaw few facs 

Ithink they were but ſniffing ſnailes, 

The potingar takes little care 

To cure the man that nothing ailes. 


A King ſhould ay, at ſuch eſſay, 
Have a ſad counſell him beſide:- 
Perchance a fray may make him pray: 
And cauſe him flee, when he ſhoula bide: 
Daft vanities grounded with lies. 

At all times he ſhould let overſlide, 
Be circumſpeR, and in his neck, 
Ay have an eye all times and tide. 


Haſty credenee doth great offence, 
If it be in a Conquerour: 5 
Right well ſhould he aviſed be, 

To every tale to give anſwear. 

To treat his 1 as well accords, 
Then they will ſerve him with honour? 
Wich blyth viſage, cauſe pay his wage, 
He ſhall triumph and be victour. 


Had he ſo done, not half ſo ſoon, 
He had not been ſo lightly chaiſt- 
But the Doctour upon the towre, 
Made him out of his minde almaiſt. 
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Captaines 


\cs 


' Trowes thou to ſcape, nay, nay, I rather never dra, 


VIA a time there was in Romes fown, 


He hadthꝛe knights whom he loude over the labe 


Chat had wedded a luſtie gay Lavy: 
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Capcaines and Kings take heed to ſuch things, 
See to all tratles ye give no traiſt: 

For if ye do, it will come to, 


As tothe King chat aw the ghaift, 


A reproach tothe Emprice. 
0 [ 
Omorras graceles guide, &ꝙ Sodomsſhamles ſeed 
G 7 hos Belials butter bird, both falſe in word & deed 
Thy boaſt thou blows on breadth ſhallnot ſave thee I ſay 
Thine arſe burne in agleed, I think toſce ſomeday, 
Thouſhalt not ſo away, thou common curſt cowcl; 


The tale of the ſixt Maſter. 


An Emperour of great might and renown; 
Who had great R ings into his companies 
Lo:ds, Bazons, A nights ot great nobilitie, 

Doing ſervice, as could them beſt effer, | 
Dome foꝛ paſtime, and (ome to ſtuſfe his wer. 
Jn all effaires moze credence to them gave. 1 
Another knight there was in the city, 


As vs had done your Pzincefſe and pour wife, 

Whom beloved as well as his own life: 

This Lady could make merie, ſing and dance, 

JInccompany ſhe could make gov paſtance, 

Manton young men eaen fo; that ſamine W — 
. 
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To her ludging all time ot day che dꝛawes, 
And at all times the ſang ſo wonder wet, 
That every man that paſt upon the ffret : 

{ Dad great pleaſure of her dnice melodie, 

And caulde each man covet her company? 

She ſang ſaſwe&t;focurious and clear, 

And had delite her ſinging fo2 to hear. 

And ſo came by one ot the Knights thi&, 

That the Emperonrlob'd'ſoinwardly, + 
And heard her ſinging with voyce fo curious, 
Trowde well the was a Lady amozons: - 
Be blent about, and in place where che ſat, 
Incontinent he was tane in the net: 

Ok luſts rage, and of that Ladie fair. 

Even ſtill he od, and paſt no furthermare⸗ 
While that he gote in her houſe enterie, 
And ſoꝛ a time booze there good campanie. 

| o at the laſt he fell in communing, 

With this Lady of love, and ſuch talking, 

Do inwardly at her he did enquire, 

M bat che ſhould have, and fulfiil his deſire, 

And ſleep with him but the ſpace of a night, 

She aſked him an hundꝛeth Flozens baight- 

He ſaid, Lady, J will give you no leſſe, 

Shew me the time thereto when J ſhall dꝛeſle, 
She ſaid, Good ſir, at time convenient. | 
When J think time, pe ſhall be after lent; 

So inſtantly that night he did depart, - 

And ofhis-tryſt was very blith in hearf- 
Belteving fare that ſhe ſhould foz him ſend, 


zut 
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But ſmall he knew how all — come fo ad. 


Soon the moꝛn ſhe lang into her bour, 1 
Came the next knight pertainde the Emperaur: 
Saw this Lady and heard her voice ſo ſweæt, 
Lok greatlangour while he could with her mt 
And ſo he did and ſhew to her his minde 
Unto the which the was right well inclinde⸗ 

Who pꝛomilſde her of good Flozens five ſcoꝛe 

be ſaid, god fir, of you I aſke no moze: 

De laid Lady, when ſhall I truf thereto - 

A good due time J ſhall pꝛovide (quoth ſhe) 

20 he as then depacted merilie, 

Crafting his tryſt in all thing well ſhould be: 

On the third dap, the third knight in ltkewiſe 

come to her houſe, and the ſame enterpꝛiſe 

He took on hand and heght to this Lady, 

Fiveſcoze Flozensof him ſhe ſhould have ready- 
Fo: to perfo2ar and ſatisſie his will, 

Sbe was content, and granted well theretill. 
When I ſhould come (quoth he) I would ye ſhew 

I ſhall ſend woꝛd (quoth ſhe) as J am true. 
90 all theſe thz& had gotten her conſent, 
Bat none of them knew yet others intent: 
Then this Lady of all malice replæt, 

To her huſband ſhe ſaid into ſecrœt, 
Decret matters I have to pou to ſhow: 
But pet alone, no perſon muſt it know: 
And it ye will the ſamine take on hand, 
Foz great p2ofife to us both it will ſtand 
And will relieve us of all pouerty, : | 
Ne N 
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An time comming, andiivein-honeffie. 

He ſaid, god Dame A can well kep counſell, - 

Ol any thing that ye will to me tell, 

To kite p counſell it pertaines to a man, 

But by contrare is no woman that can, 

| O@ftheir counſell I read once in a tale 

At is comparde to butter in bote kale. 

Pet not the lelle the ſcoth if ye will ſhoſo, 

What ever it be, there is no man ſhall *. : 

Nuoth lhe, it is a thing of verity, 

That may us hold ape ffill in honeTie, 

Shew me ſaid he, and I ſhall kep counſell 

Dfallſecrets that ye will tome fell. | 

At my power the ſame I ſhall fulfill, 

Mherefoze ſhewfo2th it᷑ that it be pour wills - 

Nuoth the, godfir; there hath been knights ther 

Pere diverſe times deſiring love of me, . 

And pꝛomiſde me but doubt a god pꝛopine, 

Eachone ot them five ſcoze of Flozens fine; 

At ſundzy times eachone come quietly, 

Not one knowing of others pꝛivitp. 

Could we this gold unknowu get in our hand, 

Anto great ſteed but doubt it ſhould us ſtand. 
Then laid the knight. Dame ve lap veritp. 

But of god zeal tell on how that can bve. 

She laid good ir, my counſell von ſhall hear, 

Dow pe ſhall do, the way 4 ſhall pon lear, 

I pꝛomiſde them every man by him ſell, 

When they ſhould come, the time J ſhouldthem tell 

Jathe lame time at the gate ye ſhall ſtand, zucht 

TE g 


* 
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Kight quietly with your dzawn ſwoꝛd in hand, Ts 


and when they come into their ozder ſa, 


I pe ſhallnotfaile ali th them foꝛ to lia: 


. [0 thz& hundzeth Flozens we ſhall obtain, 
And none ſhall know, noz pet the knights be ſent | 


| bom to beſaid, O my belobed wife, 

| Should J fo2 gold take any man his life, 
Lo do ſuch thing of God J ſkand ſuch aw 
And als it is contrare to the kings law, 


And J doat not if ſuch a thing were done. 
Withoutten doubt it ould be known ſon. 
Quoth the fear not, the dedA take on hand. 
Toend it out peartly thereat ſhall ſtand, 
And when he heard the tale then that the told: 


| It made the man moꝛe hardie and moze bold. 


do by counſell of this ill wifes intent, 
dhe cauſde this knight to that laughter conſent, 


5 | This ill woman when commed was the night; 


I 


Incontinent ſhe ſent fo2 the firft knight, 
But moze abode unto the gate came he, 
as he thonght beſt knocked full quietly. .. 

en anſwered ſhe and at him could ſheſpear, 
Pave ve not bꝛought an hundzeth Flozensbere, 
But doubt ſaid be à habe them here pꝛeſent. 
Then the unlockt the gate incontinent, 
ais he came in and entred at the gat: 
Then her husband ſuch a ſtrake on him ſet, 
Without moze talk but ſhoztly with bisſ\wozd, _- 
Gave him ſuch wape, that he ſpake never wozdz. 
With the ſe cond he did the lamine guiſe. a; 
Y; 14 . nd 
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And with the third he playde on the ſame wiſe, 
To a ſecret chamber their bodiss dzew, 

That none ſhould know that he any man flew, 
Then (aid he, Dame it their bodies be found, 
Mithin this place, oz yet within the ground: 
It hall not faile, but we therefoze ſhall die: 
The molt vilde dead that can imagined be. 
They will be miſt into the court but doubt, 
And will be ſonght in all theſe parts about; 
She ſaid, god ſir, this wozk firſt J began, 
Toend that ſame right wonder well J can: 
My jo fear not. as J have ſaid befoze- 

Foz I can dꝛeſſe ſuch thing if it were moze.. 
This Lady had into this ſame city, 


A gentleman, and her bzother was he. 3 


Mithin the toon the guiding had to keep, 


Overall the watches that they ſhould no way ſlep. 


Do on the night as he paſt thzongh the fret, 
At her own gate her bzother could ſhemet, 
d lecret thing ( quoth ſhe) my dearbzotber, 
I muft ſhow you, as now unto none other: 
Then entred he and the knight her huſband, 
Welcomed him well, and tok him by the band: 
Walked at length and merilp dzank the wine, 
And then the knight laid to her bzsther ſpne; 
Bꝛother ſaid be Þheactly you enquite, 

Df your counſell right greatip J deſtre 

To have the ſame; foz bereof J habe need, 

Her bzother ſaid; truly ſo God me ſpied⸗- 

At my power my counſell and good thought. 


Pe. 
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22 & ſhall not want, and therein doubt ve nat. 


She ſaid, Bꝛother, this is the verie cace, 


peſterdaꝑ laſt there came unto our place 


Unknown to us an honeſt noble knight, 5 
Khom we eatreated the beſt manner we might: 


And lo by chance he fell in argument, | 
Mhereat mine husband tod nathing- content: 
At laſt pe ran ſo high in villante, 


What would pe mozet mꝝ huaband cauſd him ves 


And ſkill he lpes iuto our chamber hid, 
To no perſons as vet is known this dæd - 

And we have none fo do foz us as noulu 
This great matter fozto convoy but ou. 
If he be found withus, as chance may be, 


* | Je will not fails but doabt we ſhall both dio» 


And ſhemade mention but of one knight, 


Not chewing him the veritte no2 right. 


Ber bꝛother aid, Delyver him to mœ, 
hall him bear in a ſack to the ſea: 


dhe hearing that was very blith and glaid, 2 ” | 


Delivered him the dead knight as ſhe laid? 
And to the ſea the hie way be is pat 
With the dead knight and therein did him caſt... 


. | This being done, to his ſiſter he laid. 


pæ are nom quite of von, theretoꝛe be glad: 


as ve deſird this matter now is dꝛeſt, 
Now fill the wine, let us dztnk of the beſt. 


That ſhall ye have, quoth ſhe, with merrie chear, 
\ With all our hearts the heſt that we have here: 


+ To the chamber inall haſte _ the ſcon,. 


As 
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As it had ban foz to hade b2ougyt him wine. 
And then begouth with a loud voice to cry, - 
O dear bꝛother, right wonder kraide am J: 


Che ſamine knight that v keft ta the lea Wy 4 elt 


An sur chamber again is come to me 
Then her bꝛother thereot had great mar bell, 
When that he heard his ſiſter ſo him tell, 


And JI truſt that there cannot be ſuch thing, 1 L 


Pet not the lefle again tome him bzing, 
I ſhall him put ber ſhail not come again, 
But till foz ay J uno h ſhali remain: 
Be bound him faſt into another ſeck, 


| With a great done hanging about his neck, _ 
|  Thenext knight tok,beleving that it wass 


The fir ſt dead knight, and to dhe ſea can paſet (42 A rela 


_ his back he heeſd him alſo right, 


And there but moze caſts in the ſetend unight, | Iba 


Chen came he home ta his ſiſter, and ſaid, 


No moze ye ſhall with von knight beaftald: £17: al 


Foz he is caſt into the ſea ſo far, 
Chat well A know he ſhall never come nar⸗ 


Therefoze fill wine, and iet usdzink about, : _—_ 


Foz of yon knight J put you-out of doubt: 


o her chamber to fetch wine ſhe vid — pe 


Vith a loud voice ſhe cride fraidip again,. 
D my bꝛother, the knight (A ſap von ſure) 


bom pe didv2ownistn my chamber fur: 


Wo be tome. J know not what to ſay, - 
Fo2 by no mean he will not bide away.. 


Ver bzother — laid, What devilis thiss 


| h 
fee lg 
at' 
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That verie knight he is ſome witch JI wilh, --©.. 
« 0 I havehim dzownd two ſund3te times but doubt, 
And ay again he ot᷑ the (ea comes out: 5 
| A et the third time deliver him to mae, 
and J no moze ſh all caft him in the ſea: 
- vat J ſhall bazn his bones info a fire. 
4 Bꝛother, ſaid ſhe, the ſame thing J deſire: 
Then the delivered the laſt knight of the thꝛr, 
Jan be belev'd it was the ficft truely: 
Ts the third knight away-with him bath tane, 
4 — nothing but all thꝛe had been ane, 
Uithout the town a mile from the citie 
Inn a fozreft a gteat fire bigged he: 
Lans the third knight he caſt therein to burn 1 
Poeleving well pe had done a great turn, 
hat put away the verie inſtrument, 
off oat was able his ſiſter to habe ſhent. 


Chis dead knight burnt, that other vid bim ſped, | . | 


it Jas becomes all to do his naturali dead, 
neon the fitehebaſf a bow⸗chot ſpace, 
into the wod to bo ſuch buſineſſle: © 
and ſo it chance that lamine very nigbt 
came thꝛough the wood riding another e 
eubich had a trptt the moꝛn in that citie 
at a juſting there him behod d to bees 
Foz wearinefſe was both dungrie and cold, 
pe blent abogt;and the fire could behold, 
im to refreth thither de went thereto, 
But he knew not what had been there avo, 
18 n down, tr dhis . to a tre, 


bat 
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And tothe fire incontinent paſt bd , 
To warm his hands, and to comfozt bis toꝛſe, | 
And coz a while toreEhis tired hazſ e. 
Chen the ſame knight that was the womans] nocht 
Came to the fire again, and ſaw another | 
Stand at the fire,whom to he laid on he, 
What may thou bee? he ſaid, a knight am 1. 
Nuoth he again, A know thon art no unigot, 
Chou art a devil that well A wot full right;  - 
Cwiſe I t he d2ownd the ficſt time in a Rieck, 
Che ſecond time a great ſtone at th neck: | 
And now thirdly A burnt the in this re, 
And vet to live I thinkthou wilt not tire: 
Were thou the devil, and als the beilsdame, 
Ere I were combzed ſowith the as A Am: I 
I rather burn the ten times in a fire, 7 
Thy hoꝛſe, ih ſelf,boththy ae e 8 
As he ſu ſaid, in his arms he him tm 
An miss the fire he kelt him in {be ſmok; 
And then his hozle above him alſo keſt, 
£0 burnt them both ete eber de tok rel: 
To his ſiſler then came be home ag an.. 
What him detide be told to her in plain. .m 
Fill the beſt wine quoth he, and ſpare it noug 5 * 
F02 without doubt right dear A babs it bought: . ,, 
When in the fire that 4 bad burnt Dim gute, 
Jncontinenthe ſtands up bowk and bones ih 
Befoze the fire, and bis hozſe him belli. Tha 
What devil, laid I,me think then ſhapes fo clve: 7 30 E t 
ene dim hozſe and all, wy 
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all this ſiſker,ſg'2 he,chancd me befall, 
Then in her mi de ſhe keſt incontinent. | 


:| That he has burnt aknightof toznament: 


pet not the leſte ſhe bzought him the beit wine, 
Dꝛank merilp, and ſo paſt his way ſyne: 
| Not long after this wife and her own knight 
Feil in debate by chance upon a night, 
And the gave him ſome wo2dsoutragious, 
High and halting, and verie deſpitons, 
kWyerethzough he grew with her in matalenf, 
Two ripes o2thze ſo hathj hes to her lent. 
Chen laid his wile, thiel, wilt thou murther mee, 
As thou haſt done the Emperours knights.thz&? 
Thou ſervelt well to be hanged and d2awn, 
If (ach things were unts our neighbours knawns 
Neighbours about thoſe cruell woꝛds did hear. 
Che rumour roſe, the folk grew all in fear, 
Moꝛd went with ſpeed unto the Emperour, 
The wore ſent fo2 but any delatour, 
Who were accuſd of ſuch a craell crime,. 
don G: confelt the dead, the houre, the time 
Yow he murdzed the Emperaurs knights the, 
Within the night into great crueltie, 
And how that they ſpoiled from every knight 
| 7iveſcoze flozensof gold that was ſobzight, 
And how that ſhe the matter firſt ny - 
And how that he thereto firſt diſtalented: 


a 6 do were they both condemned by thelaw, - 
That officersat bozſe-tailes ſhould them dꝛaw 
a gu gailonsgat thzough the whole citie, 


Je 
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Mo their great thame that bach mat might it le, 
On the gallous they were put both to dead, = 
As they deter vid but mertie oz remeay. © 
The Mater ſaid unto the Emperour, | 
Serv'd they not death that did ſo great murder. 
The Emperour ſaid,that wife was wonder evil, | 
By appearance was fempted with the devil. 
She was the firft thatnaturemov'd andbzed, *' 
Likewiſe the firſt the ſamine canſdeonfſpzed. * 
The Matter ſaid, wozfe ſhall come to your ſell, 
Slay ve pour fon foz your ill wifes counſell. 
My fon,ſaid he, foz that ye now have ſaid , 
There ſhall no charge ot death be to him laid. 
As foz this dap therefoze paſſe toyour place. 
The Paſter ſaid, God fave your noble grace, 
Do fok bis lea be, and with a merrie heart yi 
To his own houſe from the court did depart. 


WW be the Empꝛes of theſe tithings hearvteſ 
| She was moſt like fo2 tohaveflain per ſell, | 
As a wd wife cametotheEmperonr, 
Behold, tatd ſhe, a womum ol dolour, 
Except that ye mee ſoner get remead, 

I ſhalt but doubt mineown ſelf put to dead: 
A am ſo ſhamde with the conntrie about, 
Chat I think ſhame ol my chamber come out, 
And noremead, what ever J do o: fax 

But with falſe tales put off from da fo dap: 
Fie upon you that ſuffers ſach a thing; _ 
\Peare not * be Empꝛour no king, , 

( =" 


And to bee hamde, and cald an Emperours wife, 
IAchall rather my ſelt᷑ fall on a knife: 


The even Ages. | 


E cure no ſhame, vie cure no woꝛlds wonder, 


Ta ha ve m ſhamde, and to be put at under: 


The pain of death induces but half an hour, 
But evermozeſhame ſhall degrad honour. P 
The Emperour ſaid,Jpzay Godyoudsfend, 
That ye take not ſuch an unhappie end, 

To take in thought your ſelf fo; to ſla, 
Whatever ve do I pꝛap you do not ſa - 

And A pzay God that I not cauſer bee. | 

Df lucy miſthance,noz ſuch adverſitie: 


But while yes thale;and ſuffer a little while, 


Pour cauſe will come to a far better ſtile, 


And yqur complaint will have the better end, 
| Pour ju} quarrelt ever I ſhall defend. | 


Quoth che again, The end ſhall not be god, 


Both you and mæ it ſhall us both exclude 


Ol this impire, and put us to confuſion, 


Pon ſeven maſters tead us to ſuch abuſton, 1 | 


That it hall chance-fopou here afterward, . 
As it came to the king and his teward. = 
Che Emperour laid, J pꝛap pvu not ts faile 


Dt vour godneſſe fazth to me tell that tale. 
She laid, P Lozdò, to tell that tale again 


Well J perceave it will bæ but in vain, - .. ..-- 
Foz the next day the ſeventh Paſter will come, 
And tell a tale to ſave your ſon-that's dumb. 

And help him as his fellows did befo2e, 
Fra they have done y& will hear me no moꝛe, 
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On the eight day then hall your own ſon come, 


And tell his tale which this long time was dumb, 


To whoſe talking ye ſhall give ſuch pleaſure, 
Chat A hall bee put fœth of your memour, 
And the great love bet wirt us two hath been 

In time coming now ſhallbe fozgot clean. 

The Emperour ſaid, Such a thing cannot be, 
Without ye ſerve the ſame unwitting me, 
Which I belt ve was never in your thought, 
MWherefoze as vet (ach thing traw will JI noughtf. 
The Empꝛeſte ſaid, When ſhall I tell my tale, 
MAbich to your grace it ſhall greatly availe, 

And cauſe you from great perrils to eſchew, 
Which A perceive is elſe pꝛe pati fo2 vou 

By your curſt ſon, and bis ſeven maſters all, 
Which after this right well perceive ver ſhall. 
Mhs Emperour ſaiv, g ow A p2ap your godnefte 
Tell fo2th your tale, and leave that buſinefſe; 
o the began her tale with fained cher,, 
Not blith at heart, as ve ſhallaffer hear: hes 
But ere ſhe tell het tale tozth to the king 

Df the lad tale ret let us ſay ſome thing. - — 


"MORALITAS, 


O Mercie God what ching is this, 
This matter great it marvels mee, 
That cunning clarks.can hot diſcuſſe 
The ill and the iniquĩtie 

That into women been 

Bred with great tray and teen. 


The 


he 


eleven 

The great deceat and ſubtiltie, 

Suck kecnefle with great er ueltie 
Was never heard nor ſeen. 


This Ladie in her window ſee, 
Singing her notes ſo curious, 
prelenting there the devilsner, 
Under colour ſo cautelous, 

Voung men are to her gane, 

And in her net are tane, 

And ſhe with minde malicious 
Cauſd murder them ilkane. 


This murther then ſhe did invent, 
That cauſde theſe men for to be ſlain: 
Then was the verie inſtrument 
Firſt for to make it known again: 
So many wayes ſne fand, "of 
For to tyſt her husband 
To do miſchief with ſuch falſe train, x 
And then the ſame ſlie could not lain, 5 3865 
But made it known fra hand. 


Through her malice and her envie, 
Both of her husband and her ſell: 
The cruell murther ſhe did outer 
Whereof neighbours hadgreat marvell, 
Which thing they never knew, 
While that the wife it ſhew, | 
And cauſed her the truth to tell, 
Hoy all the matter ſirſt befell, 
| And how the knights they ſlew, 


Who were puniſh for their miſdeed, 5 
And got the rigour of the law: . 
No, ſira, perceive what doth proceed 


Of an ill womans ſaw, 


Whooredome was firſt in plain, 


Then greedinefle bur lane, 

To wone the woman as yee knaw, 

The gold and ſlaughter did on draw, 
And cauſd both men bee ſlain. 


Therefore ſay yee that have wives, 
Let them not allyour ſecrets know, 
For if it chance that they two ſtrives 
All th at ſhe knowes that will ſhe ſhow, 
And rather more than leſſe, 

They have that uſe expreſſe, 

For if yes lend them once a blaw, 

Quite old friendſhip they let faw, 
Turnes all to wickedneſſe, 


ages. 


As did this wife in great malice, 
Her hus band and her ſelf put down, - 
Through her counſell and covetice. 
To hid the ſame had no reaſoun, 
What thing yee would have hid, 
That to your wife forbide, 
And it were never fo great treafoun, 
Thar ſhe ſhall tell through all the town, 

As this wicked wife did. 


The wiſeman ſayes their tongues are ſharp 
As any ſwordis wrought with hand, 
Wherewith ſo crouſlie they do carp, 

Each word they lay alone ſhall ſtand? 

They are ſo outragious, | 

Wrathſull and de ſpitous, | 

They cure not the wag of a wand 

To cauſe you tine both life and land. 
When they grow furious. 


God ſave my ſelf from ſuch a ſort; 1 
For I perceive they are perilous, 
I promiſe you it is no port, 


To 
Wh 
To 

Anc 
So. 
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The ſeven Sages. 
To finde your unfriendin your houſe * 
Whether ir be hee or ſho, : 
To tell all that I do, 
And they be bold and boaſteous, 
So cumberſome and malicious, 

I can not tell whereto, 


A laud or praiſe to the 
ſixth Doctour. 


FT #7 y golden tongue with grace ſo haſt thou — 
Thas to this childe yet life thou haſt provided, 

Contrare the queęn, a vengeance on her corſe, 

But without doubt ere ſentence bee decided 

I know the childe boldly be will abide it: 

For why? he knowes both the beſt and the wor ſe: 

And if ſo bee the queen muſt bide on force, 

Yet not the leſſe þ 98 ſhould have thanks but doubt, 

Thos good Maſter that kept th day about. 


The ſeventhtale of the Empreſſe. 


Efoze this time there was a noble king, 
That lob o his wife above each earthly thing, 
Ga had to her lo great love and favour, 
Bae kee ped her each day within cloſour, 
In the great houſe of a ſtrengthie cafell, 
Whereof the keyes he keped ay him fell: 
Whereat this Ladis tok great heavineſſe, 
That ſhe was holden into great ſkraitnelle, 
e ſolate, and all godcompanie,- 


leven Sages. 
But when the — tame in allanerlv. 
An other parts there was a noble knight, 
At chanced him to dꝛeam into the night. 
Into his ſlp he thought well that he ſaw 
Whe faireſt thing that ever man did knaw, 
Mhole love he covet above each earthly thing, 
Ak he might ſ& on her the earth walking: 
Nothing doubting but by ber come ſhould her 
Wo great honour, wozthip;and honeſtie. ö 
The ſamine Queen that night in viſion _ 
Dzeamd ofthis knight, and on this ſame tachlon, JL 
And yet neither of other knew the name. 
oz knowledge had by faſhion oꝛ by fame. 
This knight he roſe up on the mozinearly, 
Rememb;ed well on this dzeam fickerly, 
And determed tato his minde and thought 
That by no manner way reff would he nougbt, 
Unto the time that Ladie while he kand, 
Af he might be gotten in any land, 
Lap on his hoꝛte, and in haſte fozth be rade, 
To ſeek his quæn no longer tarie made, 
Wbzough ropal realms, and diverſe great countries, 
Co zough rich regions,andſemly fair cities, 
{ This fair Ladie yead ſo far in his thought, 
# Where was no lands foz ber he left unſought- 
While at the laſt he came to a citie, 
| Etthere be got wit there was a fair Ladie | 
Keped ſo clolſe,that none might come her till, 
| Except alone it were the kings own will: 
e he ſojournd lo his paſtime a ſpace, 


1 


Him 


The ſeven Sages. 
Him ts refrelh in mirth and merrtnefſe. | 
do it faztund to him upon a dag : 
Palle by this place where that this Ladie —_: 
Jn ger window looking fozth her alone, | 
Foz other game and paſttme got ſhe none: 
do ths chanted ſon foꝛ to get a fight / | 
Mhom of the dzeamv;of this ſame verie knight, 
Thinking rightwelltheſamine man was her 
Ants her dzeambefozethat the did ſee; 
Ve not knowing that the Lavie was there, 
But by chance came down by making repare: 
Anu mean ſeaſon pe lifted up dis ere. 
An her window this k adie can he ſe, 
Thinking right well it was theſamineNugn | 
Chat he vefoze into hisvzeam had ſten. "—— 
Then he began to ung a ſong or love, 
Which when the heard greatte it did der mate 
Unto his love, and pzintevin her heart,, 
Which was unknown to him in any patt- 
Pet uot the lelle daylyhe made repaite, 
i About this placs to take v aſtime and aire. © 
55 Then this Ladie petceiving this at all, 
IA bill ot love to him ſhe let vown fall: 
And he in hafte read over this pꝛettie bill, 
Perceiving well this noble minde and will: 
From thistimefwzth de uſed vaply jatttag, : 
Bzeaking of ſpears;and'alſo hoꝛſe runnin g. ö 
Caſting of Gone, and als the leaden mell, mn | 
Mzelling and leaping he did exerte him ſell, - 1 
Dayly ſach ads be ulde, and honeſt dades, '- . _ 
* Tode 


306 


u. 


And fince your grace hath now deũred mes 


— 


1 The ſeven Sages. | 
That in the court his fame and woꝛd up pꝛeads, 5 
bile at the laſt his name and god bearing, 
And honeſt aas were ſhown untothe king: 
Che king bearing his valtant foznament, , 
Me ſent foz him meſſage incontinent, - re 
| Wihocha rged him the king be ſhould come till, 0 
To hear his minde, bis plealure, and his will »-:-.; 
| Whocame to him with all humilitifc 
As him etferd, low kne ling on his Enes. 
Sir knight he ſaid, I habe heard of you tell 6 
| Yow in god ads v have erercd your ſell | 1 
Anto my court, amongit my gentlemen, 
CThereloꝛe fith Jſuch ads do of you ken, 1 Þ 
Pleaſe y& remain into aut companie. — 9 
Ee ſhall have gifts and god reward ol me, 
And be one of my guard and my counſell, 
Do it pleaſe you with us remain and dwell. 
Then laid the nnight and pleaſe vour Pajeltis 
Co have ſervice of ſuch a man as me, 
A ſhall vou ſer ve bath with ming hand and heart, a 
Au all affdiresſach as pertaines my part, | 
| Without reward oz anp tetompenſe, 
So that I may dayly babe pour pꝛeſence: 


Anto your guard, and an your counſeli be, 
| I would pour grace tomy deſire would grant, [ 
Don fer bite the better A might cant. 
A new ludging to have at the towꝛes ide, 

Mere J might bee, and at your bidding bide, 
3 eour grace needed upon mes . „ 

& 


% 


4 


The ſeven Sages. 


pð might cauſe cry out over tha caſtle wall. 


Then ſaid the king, Faith J conſent thereto, 

Go big your houle as d think beſt to de. 

Chen paſt the kuight ere ever hee wauld tire, 

And feed woꝛkmen, and pꝛomild them god hire: 

Hts houſe was bigde with timber, ſtone, and _ | 
on he mate:a dern contraa, 1 40 

Out krom his houſe to make a ſmall paſſage 

Into the fowze where this queen was in cage. 

Waben this was done after his own intent, 

The ſame Malon he kild incontinent, 

That be ſhould nat diſcovex his ſecre,. ; 

Foz his reward this wozkmenthatgothe. -- .. .. 

Then went this knight whenhe liſt to the quten 

Jn ſecret ſozt,and with no man was ſen, - 

Dis her ſervice as could him well eker, 

Chen they talkedgf diverſe matters ſær: 

Amongſt the reſt he ſpake to her of lone, 

Which in a part ber heart did greatly move, - . | 

Powbeit as then (he was not well contented, --: 24 5 

Pet afterward ta his will e conſented; - -.... 

do in her thought the quen keſt on a day 

Df this matter what ſy& ſhould da o (ay, 

Leuching the knight, and als her . ; 

Be (uch thing, thenbaniſhing the ond 

To my tink li,andever aud bam 4h 


Becauſe that J would not the Knight dilcure, | 

I ſhall be cald the ill woman full ure 

Alſo the Knight bee ſhall clcape no war. 1 ©*4: 3744 
But 


The ſeven Sages} 
But ofthe — — Walt efſap} -- 


And lo all times when they tino pleaſo-fo meet, 
By this dern war ther went to their lecratz 
Tyen aftetwaro che king gave hinraring 
UUdicy at wedlock ſheretce tv com the 
Great toznameiitsthis knight bo alder, 
And ever boze.awaypthe vigozier 0027 - - 
MUherethꝛaugh he dd boch in tourt at's king,” 
In great favourc;toz his mau er 
Anto lo far, that he was att ward 
Pade by the king tuntrolier ano — 

And all his realm he had in tegi ment, 
Tok in his males great ſummten and dayly eng 
Upon a day it did appleaſethe king 

Foz his pleaſure to paſte unti hunting: 

To his ltewardths king gate then command | 

Co be readtc,andipalle withhim fra hand: - 
Upon the moanthen all the court upꝛoſe, 
And with the ning all abe hunting gues. 

All the vaylongtyex chals in the foztet, 
'Whitethe king tyoght they wold have padſomereh: 
Foz he was ticve;ano'weatteall bygatie, - 
So he tepolde belive a fait ſduntamn: 
Typen his ſtewars where de ſat with the um 
Atter travell he kellupon Hlerpingg: 
And ſo the ning petceived at the laſt 

Code QAurus vwn ring upon his finger fax; 


Theretoꝛe is beit and J perceabe my ſell ©: 2 
To hold my tongue, ano not away to tell! 13 2 


Kar, | [ ; 


pic tbe knight knewby countenance gg 


) 


he feven 8 ges. 


That be hadſ&n — that each 1 


Chen to the king with fained countenance: 
he ſaid, my 02d, this is the very chante, 
A maladie hath tane me in this tide, 

J am ſo ſick ne moꝛs hunting can bide: 
Unleſſe A get the ſwner ſome reward. 


: Adoubt right ſoze that it all be my dead. 


Pꝛaping vour grace that ve woulp grant me livs a 


Foz to paſſe home, your grace not foato grieve, = 
Auoth he god friend, if ve pleaſe ta paſte hame 
] grant you leave, paſſe on in Gods name: 
Jncontinent be leapt upon his bozle, + - 
Faining himſelfto have a-ſickite co2(e> 


| Yome to bis houſe into all haſte he-rode, 


And to the Queen be paſt withoutten bode? 
Without p2oceCſſe delivered herthexing, 
That ſhe befoze bad gotten from the king, 
And told har bobs the king the tame did know, 


on bis ünger, on lep whenhe him ſaw, 


Beleching her it that the kings grace, 


8 b 


at 


— 


Au d toꝛ the ring within choꝛt time 03 ſpace 
| he would him ſhow the ſame but queſtion, 
| Foz to exclude ill woꝝd and ſuſpition: 


Chis being done, be-paſt his e 
And to his bed he made him but dal 


ITbde buntins done, then ing — af eben. 


Incontinent hs ſaid unts the Mueen: 


5 1 — — Ivongave, 


|dhew me the (ame, ſame matt have. 
eee 1012s (gloria eee re 
LIAN | d 


The ſeven Saves; 

Mould pe it᷑ fee nd way it is abſen t, 100 
Oz I lweart peu pe hall it cose repent 4 
CTben up ſhe roſs and to her eoffer went. 
And bꝛonght the ring to dim intontinentt: 
Whenhe itſawhe was right wonder glad, 
And halfaſhambeunts the guten de ais. 
Padame kezscoch unce fürüb beate 4 was bon, 
Do like a ringe woꝛkmen made og hon, 


— 
- 


To the unigöts ring and vours J nevet law, 


I would habe ſwozn but that now 4 do knew 

Both had ben one that tauſde mo aſk yourring, i 

She ſaid my Lozd beleve ve ſuth a things? 

Nay, nay Pre I cry ron nod mere. 
no 


Foz wellYknoWfach thing there cannot de / 
She ſaid myLoXfkie not ſach thing in thonght .! 
Foz the ſame nüt perthance 5 pout ting wasuget 
Bath wikdotheMitghts and vnthe ſaminelo;tc 5 
MNuoth be Madame 4 faidit but in ſpozt: an 
Quoth the = vou pardon, 
Atem hab fe auy futpittn n 
God foꝛgive your il ſuſpicious mind, 
If ve ſuſpect in um ſoꝛt oz xindee £95 


Conũderingor᷑ xtr rattis ih urengtů 


And my lawtte pe hade knownar the gn, 


77 
And then ponxfelfhad the kexes in koping, 17 00 
Amar vell how yo can ſuſpect ſuth thing. n 
Nuoth he Pibaniie A pꝛag pon take pattento, /M 
I ſaid nothing key tu de 1 122 


But as ye kn deſttde iyfiag to ſes z 715! We 
2 - #7 _*-* a 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Which now again ve ſhall receive ot me,. 
With all good will as ever I it gave. 
She ſaid me Loꝛd the ſame J will receabe: 
do afterward ye ſuſpect me no way, 
He laid Madame that ſhall J not perfay.. us 
After this time the knight cauſed pzofar. . "In _ 
In his own houſe a banket oz dinner: 1 8 
Then to the King he ſaid and . . 
Tbis is the truth the very canſs and race: 
Py bedfellow is come from her cauntris, 
1.4 Which thought right long my pzeſence foz tan 
Lo ber I cauſde a dinner to pꝛepare, | 
mith all my heart J would your grace. were therg:. 1 
0 And pleaſe yourgrace to do me ſuch . een 
1 @urelyhe ſaid J will do vour pleaſurr e. 
In that behalf and it were proper 6 * - 
| TheKnight be knerlde and thanks Jar erin; 4 
*} Then in bis heart he was right wander glad, | 
I Foz the kind words that thekingts. Mn 
„ Then pat he to the Queen e 
By his derne Cade the hie way is he ei 
and laid Madame and pleaſe yori fake füt n 4 
Into mine houſe to dene with your ſaverat . i 
The ning epay.and cloth von up richie, | 
As is the nſeandguiſeofmy count: e 3 
208] 3 ſit threat at table Sig, a8 
2h ier e ſhs ttt 6. 
him all che packümt 7 M 0 ſear, 
eto f race in beſt buten gf 1 ** 
1245 A 
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The ſeven Sages. 
As beſt I can vour pleaſare to fulfill. 
The hours became and dinner time of dar, 
Co the knights honte, the king came on the way, 
An the means time the Run cams her dern gate 
Jn the knights hall belive ſhegote her ſeat: 
In ſach clothing as the knight gave command, 
After the guife any faſhion of his land, 
And when the King came to the knights bhaw: 
o ſou as hethe Lavies viſageſaw- 
Be thought ſhe was woman likeſt his Nneen, 
Since hx wasbvznethatever he ſaw with tene; 5 
Pet not the belle, eatchone on theirmaneer 
Whey hailſevother as could them beſt eſfiere: 
When to the knight the king laid quietlie, 
What is ſhe this ſb femiꝝ fo; to ſe? 
Theknight de (id, and pleaſe pour majeſtie, 
Tpi is foztath wp love anduiylavy: 
Enhoof long time from me hath ben abſent, 
But now J amo her comming content: 
Do that ve be content that che is here, 
A am (ſaiy'h 7 od grant me goodcheare 
And firlt ther wah, and then to table went, 
And evermoze the king in his intent: 
Thought thit 84 — 3 un g had knowlevge, 


un 1 ire bi in: - 
tatte ee craft 

Deceived his njinde led him in erro nt 

That in ſa far, de gave! farmozectevence: · wy * 


n — | 
* * — 
* - "4 
* * 
- 


do all dinner he ſatin ſuch conceat, 


The ſeven Sages. 


Tothe nights wozds and coloured eloquence, 
Chan to the thing be ſaw with his own «ne 
Which blindly cauſde him to misgknow ahnen 
Eben ſhe beganto talk of ſome gladneſle,. ay 
And ifir the king upinſowemeripefe, 
o ſon as he heard her peach andher 
Whether to ſpeak oz foz to h d bim 
Be nat well wift but yet ſaid o himle 
D Lo2d, in heaſjen, bere ia a great marbell, | 
This woman is i fathian and labour 


In ſpæch, in voice, makedome and poztratout, . | 


Jn behaviour and alsin conditions, . 

Jn fo:me in face, inmaners and faſhions, - _ 
Aadin all ſozt ſo done like mineown Quien. 
In all this wo;ld was ne der liker en. 


And yet the ſtrength of tho towꝛe him beguilde, 4 
With the knights wozds that him ſo ſlielę ſylve: ? 


doo at the meat With merineleamong, - .. 

The knight defirde the Queen to ſing a ſong, 

Then ſho began to ſinga ſong o love, 

The ningbearing groatly bis heart can move. 
* to himtelt, and this be not my wife, 

now (he is not living upon life, 

oo then again he thought that range be, 

Foz my ſelf in —＋ have the key: 

Df the great towꝛe where no man can come in, 

But J my ſelf that k&pes both key and gin, 

That no man can enter within that towze, 

Except my ſelt neither by time noꝛ houre. 


| 
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The ſeven Sages 


With his ow! telffufs cach kr Crange debate, 


kae hat toſay: 


 Andſohe fate 
1 aa by 


And at the laſt 10 810 
N 
eſatd he 
Then laid fhe 
Fo to remain aÞ} etty 


or the flelos ryde. 


Me ſhall von Seb 5 merrineſte and ther, 
t your grace is welcome here. 
Then ſaid the Queen, and pleale your majeffy, vo 


Foz without doub 
Fo: to remain with ns in company: 


ue ſhall you make then merineſſe and fpozt. 


All that we can to hold pou in comfozt, 
Huch like as doth the Nan in her lolsce, 


With all ſervice that we can do your grace- 


Foz all requeſt plainly the king taid nay 


Foz toremain aire take the table away, | þ 


And laid he was 27 that tamine kide, 


In ſuch fanfiehe might no longet bide: 
And ſo the cloath ans tabi 1 was bates” | 


Up role the king and to 
Thanked BA of! 


The lady b eb 
the 


Then in all 
Co ſœ theNue#n was there pzeſenf,” 
Ans thontheHub uckn 


Reit of der wathes d her 


ze is gan 


maner: 


uncouth array. 


And when the King entred within the towze, 


Pe found the Quern fitting into her bowze: 
In ie ſame „ and — as he her lekk, 


b wol no longer bpde, 


le kindnene ant err 
ede went bes 2 TR 
nt on her pꝛivie Wp, | 
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The Sn Sages. 


vhereth;ongh he was in bie (p4cþ halt bereft; 


When 


And ſa 


e her ſawhe baat d her twiſe oz th2iſe, 
d Pavame. Jam inafanſie, 


This day A dyn d with thelknight as ye knaw,. - ; 
And with bis love the which J never ſaw: : 
o like to you by fozime oz by faſhign | 


By ſpech and doice and als condition. 


All dinner time I was ſo ſcirred in thought, 
was ye oz nonght: 
And ay my minde it was in tuch pi a 


That J wiſt not it i 


A knew not well ifye were here oz ther 
Then ace e — on 


That t 
. 


That! it may Ki | 
wheit that one 

ergioze AI 587 
Have no reſpec 
* ſaid. i 


The 
1 8 


tm lelk in 


far as I milder 


this kault gu 


eb bon, 


hole: on Light | 
Fra 5 
3, {oloth that 
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| The ſeven Sages, 

There is no cauſe ſuch thing io think A trow:. - 

Then ſaid the Queen, ſith guiltieyeyou grant, 

A you foꝛgibe ſo ſuch thing vs not hant. 

Upon the mozne the knight laid to the Ring, 
And pleaſe your grace ve will grant me ons thing ä 

Whis long ago Fhave pon don ſer bice. 

Che beff A could pertaining mine office, - - - 

pe ſe my lobe to come from der rount ric, 

Foz to teturne e E 4 LH C22 


And J intend: 92 
e 10 


Unto m een. teal ds 


$God comme 5a 2h oth wen wet. 
Lo be at hon end ane ; 
While dow{ pert us from this life 
Beſething to bur ate thetefo; 
Foz my reward PE eos 
But with vour hind dell der her ze me, 4 8 
Bekoze the riet chat the jeoþlt map ſee: _ Fats, 
Fs 85 great ha er e 

o that it be vor Srßtes dwnpleafure. 
Where 5 ven 1 
In dur countrie witl 
In ſuch affaires as is Won, 
Unto Medlock be yga nakes 
Chen e ee | 
Chat ye deſire oꝛ chargesmit 
Chat J do that right 1 en, 
And loꝛ her ſake that now ſhonſdbe your Lake; 


The Knight — ha 


The ſeven Sages. 


That anſwerde him to kindelꝝ in ſuch wile, 


The matiage and day of the banquet. - 
The King himſelf cauſde deviſe and ſet, 


Dn the which day the King with great honotir, 
Came to the church to do the Ring pleaſure; + 
The pariſh pꝛieſt with his charchly dellments, | 


Was well indued in all abillements: 


Foz to ſolemne the band of martage, - 


Into the church as then was tho uſage, - - | 


In this mean time the night — nr 


In his oon houſe his love and his Lady: - * 
Kell all clad up after the conſaetude, 


Df his conntrie which he thought was mot gd. 
And cauſde two l nights her to the church convoy : 


With great blithneſſe, ſolemnitſe and ot: 


Foz all bel ude his Paramour ſhe had ben, 
PYowbelt ſhe was indeed their nativeMucen, 


Then ſaid the Pꝛieſt, the which was his dutis: 


Who delivers this woman now to me? 


That J again may give her to this Knight, 


In face of church, and of the peoples ſight: 


Chen lald the King. that shall J do bedeen, 1 1 5 


Becauſe ſhe is ſo wonder line me Nun - 
J love her all the better by my life. 


Ver face and ta bout is to bone like my wolte, Si 


As is the uſe offifling of ſath bands: 


The N ing he twk his owti wife by the hands," 7 


And to the Pie he gavothis Lady bꝛigbt 
Ede Piet again ga de her unto the Knight: 


; . Ok pole charchaſtet the old faſhion, 
at | 


Eben 


N The ſeven ages. 
Chen he began to read his oziſon, g 
Upon his bok right buſilꝝ can de ſag- 

Che band complet he made between them chow. 

This being vone the Knight ſaid to the Ring, 

Dir ve habe done to me akindly thing: 

With your own hand that hath deliver dee. 

Chis noble woman befoze this compan 

Pr ſhip woberein we purpoſe to paſſe hame, 

Is ready nov ſlæting on the fame, 

— he would iaine with your graces licence, 
e were furdzed home ward fo: to paſſe hence, 

My mariners ther are in reavineſſe:  _ 

Lao take up ſailes and to the ſea them dzeſſe,. 

; WherefozeJ would your noble majeffie;. |;-.-— 
Sith ye have ſhown lo great kinvneſſe to me, 

Unto my ſhip yo would my. wife convoy: 
Foz ſhe theretoze would have great mirth and jop: 
Conſidering ſhe is now to depart, 

At would ber do great comfoꝛt at the heart. 

And als A waud re gave ber god counſell, , 
All men }iving-foz to fozfake all haill: | 
But no alone which ig her own true kulght, 
And maried her into ron graces fight, Ben 
Typen laid the k ing, aliſy@4s Haben me 
be led wiſe obediesteta bene 51 GR „. S 
— her hulband, and e ala 203415 
I have nodaunt e ahh wien: ß 
Then went the ling weiten der waren, 
And ta the ſh e - oo 
And "y the way nn 
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The ſeven Sages. 


Chat he ſhould be to her knight traiſt and true 


Him to obey, and hold him in honour, 
Love him alone above all creatute: 


And none living in der minde fox to have, 


This god counſell that ve have told to me- 
It Hall be done, it it were ten times moze, 


lboſe counſell then J truſt ſhe did retsive: 
Then the Mucn ſald, and pleaſe your majelfio; * _ 


Quoth he Padame now I thank you theretoze; 


P2aying to God your wozthip well convoy, 
Do to your land that ve may come with joy: 
And then hs tok the Quten firſt bythe hand, 


And then the knight which then was her haſband: | 
And gave them both his blefſing where be food,” - 
Which to theNaen as ſhe thought was right god 


Foz at that time ſhe thought it was her part, 
Powbeit the King was blinded to the heart. 
do firſt the Nucen and then the noble Rnigbt, 


* 
, 
— I 


At this blind ning either they tok god night. 
The R ing her kill d and bade farwell, adele, 


Do like my wife (q uoth he) J never knew: 


And her ka vour will cauſe me think on pon, 


Mhen pe are pal this truly ve map tro, 


- 3 
* 


Then ſald the uc low kneling on her kn 


J thank your grace that ſuch thought takes on 
Do J not ſo, when that we are come hame, 
And think on you J am right far to blame. 
Foz great kindneiſle and in ward courteſte, 


— 


That ve have done to pour own Knight and me, | 


This being done to ſhip ther make pallage. -- 


Entred 


; The ſeven Sages, - 
Entfredinbw2d, and madefo2fheir voyage, + 

Raiſed up Uncers and Cables in ther dꝛe w, 

Che winde was fair eden as ther would it blew: 

Heled up ſailes and to the ſea they paſt. 

Che ſkipper ſpteld withſpedto the top⸗ma ſt. 

Toſpy the weather, if tempeſt did appear, 

Into thaf caſe the ſayles the lower bear, 

Within ſhoꝛt time the ſhip was out of ſight, 

Do was the i ing both quite art Auen and n night 

And then with lpeꝛd the n ing home ward be went 

To his caſtie and found the Quen ablent, | 

At he was noyde and crabed at the heart: 

A know be few-of art can tell his part. 

Bis face it ſwate, his ſœt and hands he ſhuk, 

Upon no man with patience can he lok. 

He ſought the tow2e and ſpyed all round about, 

At he could finde the gate where ſhe came out. 

Be found the hole and ſecret way at las: 

Mhere the knight came, and where away ſhe paſt, | 
Then cryde he out, Full well-away, alace, 

Bere is become a great miſchivonscace: |. 

The knight to whom J gave ſuch confidence. 

Df love and favour by counſell and credence: 

On him alone 1 would have lippened me life, 

Now traitrouſly hath fane awaꝝ my wile, EP 

A was a fcol fulfilde with fantaſte, - 

Chat gave moze faith unto his woꝛ ds ſlie: 

Than I. did ay to mine own ſa ing ene, 

Wherethzough J want my bedfellow and Aucen, 

And ſhamde fo; ay with lack and * 40 


2 | 


7 


is 


15 
ich I; 


[Which will me bzing to greater confuſſon, 


The ſeven Sages. 2 


Conſidering well J had mine tene to ſs, 


1 All men may well example take by me. 


C The Empzice then ſaid to the E mperour. 
This tale J told, my Lozd foz your pleaſure, 
Would God the ſame that ye well underſtood 
Then ſhoulv pe be of all danger denndee. 
The Emperour ſaid, Madame, ſo pave A (ele, - 
All that yeſaid, J underffand right well. 

Quoth ſhe, my Lozd remember how this P2ince, 
Unfo this knight gave ſuch perfect credence: - 
Als to his wozds greater crevencehe gave, 


+: [Than to bis own ene ſa he did bim deceave 


In like maner unto theſe Maſters ſ even, 
Pe give moꝛe faith, than to great God of beaven; I 
By appearance fo2 dayly pe may ſe: 400 
What diſpleaſure theſe ſeven would wozkon me, 


pe to deſtroy they labour night and day, 


Ind pe give faith to each wozd that they (ay, 
Poze than ve do to pour own naturall ene: 
Which hereafter both will be heard and ſcen- 
Pave vou not ſen how your on rave my face? 


And vet ye gabeſcarce credence in that cace: 
-* |Whichyet beares tillthemarkes as ye may ſ&, 
_ - |Whereof as yet J getnoremedie: 


And als ps know how he would have me ſhame, 


5 Defylve poat bed, wherethꝛough 1 was defamde, 
All this became th2ongh his Maſters defence: | 


Whom to ye gave ſuch confirmed credence, 
This ye marke not noꝛ pzints into vou heart. 5 
ut 


5 una 


© The ſeven Sages: 
But it nopes me inwardly in a part 
Lherefoze A daubt right ſoze that ſamine thing, 
Shall happen you ns it did to this King. + 


Do in pour ſelt with theſe ſameſeven overſyld, 
Pe ſaid J give to mine ene mozecredence,.. 
Chan to theſe ſeven foz all their great ſcience. 
Lherefoze the Moꝛn foꝛ all their tales and ſaws, 
Dy Son ſhall of judgement thole the laws: 
Andon the Pon his officers he cauſde call, 


Take out his Son and on the gallous him hing, 
That it were done befoze each other thing. 
Chen ſuch a nopſe toſe up in the city 

It foz to hear it was a great pity; 


Mithin that toton many heart it made wa. 

The ſeventh Paſter heard teltot thistithand,. 
To the ſergants he haſted him fra hand? 
Them foꝛ to met in all good haſte him ſped, 


Quoth he god friends heartly I pou beſeak, - 
Tarp a time while J the Gmperour ſpeak .- 
I truũ in God ere I be faraway, 

I chall his life from perili ſave:this dap. 

Che officers theꝝ were right wonder glad, 

And did oven lo as the Maſter them bade 

To the Emperour he haſted thꝛough the talen, 

And on his knc&s hetoꝛe him be fell don, 
Nendzing him ſuch reverence as accozds: 9 
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That gave cretence while he was quite beguilde, 


Commanded them that ther ſhould fozth withall: | 
| 
Chat the Emperour his own @on ſhould cauſe fla, 


Where they the childe down-th2ough the city led: . ; 


24 * 


The ſeven Sages. = , 
Then alter him'tohisP2inces and L005: 2 

Che Emperaas with great indignation, I 
Jengeablevult.and with bzows caſten bownz. -../ 
&aid unto him all ſozrow mat the fall, 1 

Both unto the and to thy fellows all: 
A dumbe-poung childe pe ſeven unto me ſent 


131 


4 Which ſpake right well when he unto pon went. 
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Becauſe ve ſeven have ſent me ſuch onehither, | 3 
ve. and pe ſhall be hangen alltag ether. 

The Malter ſaid and plenſe your noble grace 
From noi to moꝛne it is hut a ſhoit pace: 
And then by R with grave of: Gopotheatere 3; d 
pour San shall ſpeak wand bie Pattioſeven': 2 
Unto your grate we pmiſe faithfallie;:: Q 9: : 2: 167 | 
On paine of veath firſt wen even thrnbes?!:! 253 
The Emperour ſaid if J might that believe, 
Nolonger then delle A fas to He © 1/: 


The M aiſter ſaid] pzay yon bide ſo $4. | 
Aok rfallsalif ve ball hati 190 7 RL! 


Then openly ve ſhall knowall the üricke, 


And viſſention betwixt us and your wie. 121 


And ik pour grace will not doas A far, fa 


Pe will repent right ſoze another day: - . 
And ſhall happen to pou perchance ſome ngbt, 


| Asit bechanc d toa rtaht conrteougnùnigbt. 


That died ſhoztly as I in ſtoꝛie read: 

Foz a ſmall blood that hes ſaw his wife bled. 
Lo whom after the was ri t uncourteous, 
And right unkind oz al hts great 1 .. 
The 5 0 laid 5 ltex A von regulrs, 


The ſeven Sages. 
Tell me that tale right faine I would it bear- 
Che Pailter ſaid, cauſe call your Hon again, 
The whole ſtozy I ſhall ſhow to you plaine. 
In time comming induring all your like, 
Pe ſhall eſchew the ſhzewinefſe of your wile, 
The Emperour ſaid, J will call him again, 
Conditionallie under the (amine paine, 

The Pozn ere Non, ſpeak he not plainly, 

. Firſt he, then ye together all ſhall die. 
The Maiſter ſatv,of that i am content, 

The Emperour ſaid, andthereto I conſent, 
Chen cauſed he tap all the childe again, 
And the Mater tuld foꝛth bis tale in plajne, 
But the Queens laſt tale further ere we go, 
We will percetveere we tell anꝝ mo. 


MORALITAS. | 


Neo this tale right ſmall I can perceive, 
| Þ> be — min 200 en } 
Bur that this Knight ſubtle ie did deceave, 
This Noble King that give him ſuch credence, 
In ſundrie ſorts ſho him benevolence, 
Then he again upon theorker fide 
Wich great falſet all his wayes did provide. 


As to our Queen as ſhe infers this tale, 
To her purpoſe and to her own affaires: 
As thinketh me, the matter tendeth hale, 
To her ſhame as the tale it ſelf declares, 
For to tell forth plainly ſhe not ſpares, 
And to rehearſe the whoredome that was hid, 
Betwixt the Knight and Queen that chey did. 


Conſider 


ider 


The ſeven, Sages! 
Conſidering that they are queens baith,, N 
Who can 2 dal e rede 51 
Ifonc hath ſhame iris the others aich, 04 N 0 1 
pot to bee falſe to her husband the king, 
Trow — — ghd res ward 
Indeed ttow ere all ourbooksarc ended, = 293 
Yee ſhall perceive as far the bach ended. | 
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- And reprove vice,great faults, on great errour, 


Of the ſame vice being guiltie him ſel .. 
How ſhall he ſnib that vice with his honour? 

He blots himſelfas he doth his cighbour, 
Alwayes upon his own blanker eſp; ſpits, 
And his own tale hard on the haelet him hits. 


Of my aedghbeuresg ill tale if Ttell, KY: * 1 : 7 
Ofblaſphemie, diſhoncua, or yet ſhame, * 5 
It may — likewife come to thyſell. r „ 
Perhappen worſe, bringing on as — ut a 8. 
How can I then in any ſort deſame e r 


Mine own neighbour, except myſelf be deans. nn 0 

Such chings be conſidered and well ſ eee ee 22 
Our omn Empreſſe when ofthiarn now wee 5 % 

She pur reproach unto another queen? 

But the maycaſt her cards in at the cleax, 

Ofthe ſame ſort though now ſuch bee nor ſeen, 

As Matthewſayes,even ſo as now] mean, 

From thine owneyefitſt drawrhon but the Ba. ö ; 

Tothy ncighbour then ane a, 15 0 


Therefore, | 607 chou had redfor 8 
Ere thou fault; cothy neighbour f findz ee 
Of ſuch like faults fee their w 3 0 0 
Him to re prove ce ibat hüu babe C nd? 1 5 7:01 
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| The ſeven Sages. 


Elſe ay reproof with honour catinorſtand, = 
It roobeyrhere is fewwill bee ale, 
If that bee known in rhe ſame ctlpable, ood 


Hoy can a queen ſy wu a fact her; N 
Contrare a queen, and ſheeher ſelf guliie; 
In the lame crime, yea, and perchance far war? 
Howbeir it bee clocked more quyctly, 

Ey on falſer, fy on hid harlotrie, 
That an ill tale of thy neighbour canſt tell, 
And the ſame tale redounds & even on ent ſell. 


A reproach or rejtole to 
e r l 


— 


— ftabled is all ri deh — beares the belle 
The wrack ſh4# on ehy ſell, both the ſorrow and ſite,. 
Thos Prolerpine of hell, wes cure thee not a mite, 

For all thy great deſpite bid over with harlotrie, 

Full well wee all thee quitegthat 44 the world mai ſee: 
Thou biſmeir bellamie, thi e hips ſhall tbole bote backers, | 
For thou ſerves them tri Hat the cbitde and bis matters. | 


The tale of the ſeyenth Maſti 
Pon a time there was a noble knight, n 
That pad a wife that was both fair ud baight, 
u bom beſo loves, thatvy Vo io! way der might 
Ot the whole day an houte want of het abt: 
> Wpon atimeafter Matata, * 
910 9} 43 


Lo lives 


The ſeyen Sages. 


Foz their paſtime theſe two went to the cheese 


And in his hand it hapned him to have 
Bis own by⸗knife, and ſo amongſt the lave, 
Thereon (he ſtrake her hand a little wie, 
Almoſt a dzop of blood that væ might le. 
Do ſon as he the blood ſaw of his wife, 

Alwayes he ſaid that ſhe would loſſe ber life. 
Befoze them all amongft them her fell domu 


Foz very wo into a deadly ſwawn: 


Ancontinent then ſhe began to cat 

Upon his face cold water very faſt: 
Chen heovercame within alittle ſpace, 
The cold water they wap ſoon his face, 
The Miniſter be cauſd callof the town, 
And pꝛaped him tohearx his confefſion: 

Joꝛ well her knew without any remead | 
There was nothing foz him but pꝛelent dead, 
Foz no ſickneſſe, noz foz none other deid, 
But only he ſaw his wifes finger bled. 
The Pinilter exhoztedhim anane, 


And ſoon after ta death this knight is gone, ous 
Foz whom there was great ſturt ann — ele FP | 
Amongſt the ref his wife mage molt mourning⸗ 5 
© | The buriall with great ſolemnitie 
Was made and done in beſt manner might be: 5 


*..| Chen did this Lavie make a ſolemn vow 


baun 


Kill as doth the turtle dow, 
otolibe in chaſtitie, 


All her li 


And never Now mans companie: - n 
But ap ly ſtil upon i "OR 


| Ihe ſeven Sages. 
And never moze wozldtly comfozt to habe: 
But evermoze unto the day che die, 1 
In that ſame grave while that ſhe buried b&. | 
Yer friends ſaid nap, that was not all the beſt, 
Vith it pleaſo God her husband was at re, 
Bade her paſſe home,and call her to defenv 
Per ſponſe x hairns, to mourn would nothing mend 
| Give to the po, and let the dead hence go, 
Ale think it beſf,quoth they, that ye do ſo; 
Ne ſhall you do all comfozt that wee can, 
Then akter ward fo chuſe you a new man; 
| Caſt you tomirth,and let your mourning bes 
Fo2 naturall'ts that all men once muſt die. 
he ſaid, C ountell ot vou none will J have, 
F02 I will die widow above this grave: 
| Conſider,can yie not how fo2 my ſake 
Be ſozeſickneſte, and dulefull death did take: 
| F028 \mall'vzophe& ſaw my finger bled, 
Sbouid A not then both into woꝛd and dend 
On my perſon ſome pennance foz to take? 
The cruel death that ſuffered fo2 my ſake. | 
Therefoze,gad friends,ye put your mindes foreff, 
FNo2 on this grave {hall be my luoge and neſt, 
Wbile God ſunver wy ſoul and lite intway, 
Wherefoze my friends from inck palle home away. 
Then her near friends hearing her onter minde, 
Thought in ſome part they woyld with der inclind, 
| wecau e ſhe was in Cart and-great dolsur, 
Qould taſt them then ſome way to her pleaſure, 
Aud law the would da nothing but her vill, * 
| * CUyere- 
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The ſeven Sages. 


| Wherefoze they ſought the ſame foz fo fulfill, 


And cauſed to big even at the graves ſide 59, 
A pꝛoper lodge wherein that the might bide. 
And furnichd her all neceſarsthereto . © 
In all affaires oz what ſhe had ado, EE 
:leving well ths would change her intent, 5 
And after wards to woꝛk with friends conſent: 
Thinking right well that ſh? would no way wank 
tight of people, but the thereto would haat: 
do they herleft into her quiet cave, 5 
Pourning right ſoze above her husbands grabo. 
There was a law then made in thatcltie, __- 
It anx man condemnod was to die 
On the gallous fo; treſpaſte and unrig bt,. 
Then the ſhireE2 ſhonld wake him all Harnistt 
In his harneſte the mozn.while it were day, 

Ho that the thief ſhonld nat be ſtoln away: 

And if ſo were: the thiretfe ehisland. 
And als his life to bæ in the kings hand. 
In this mean time it bapned that there was 

4 man hangedfo2 bistheft and treſpaſſe: _ 
Then the ſhireFe behov'o that night e 

All in armomt te wake ie, 


And ſo he did howbeitthenight 
8 bed. ; 


Where be watched there 
It chanc'd hat night to 


| That in no ſoztthereouthemight.remain 


Foz verie cold ha (tad of life neh doubt, | 
And la belive hs blenkep him about: | 
Jn the church-pardhelidethe knights own grate; 
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This time ot nigbt to waken a po widow? 


Ĩhe ſevensages. 
A little light the ſhireſte can perceave 


From the window where that the thidow lay, 


Pither he goes in all te halte he may: 
At the ludge deoꝛ bee knocked quietly, 
And ſon ſhe ſpake, and agkd who may that ba 


Away, be gone. In heart right ſozrowfow 


Foz very cold J am in point to \wown, - 9 0 
Except ys let me in right haffitle, © © 
Foz very-colv doubtleſte A trow to di. 
If ye come in, quot the, A fear right ſoꝛee 
That pe will eake mine anguich midze and moe, 
CWbich weren@dlefſe,ffr,if zee knew my thought. 
Noth he, Ladie,fo:ſ@th that ſhall à nonghyt: 


I pzomiſe yor neither in woꝛd noꝛ ded. 
Pon foz to craib;therefozehave you n,ẽ,jtn, 
Chen up ſh& roſe, andbelive tet him in, rh 


Foz very cold be chevered af the chin: I 
And down he lat, and watmd him at the ne, 

Which'foz to do was great bis veſice;” 5 
Fra he was warm, and keſted enges, 1 ? 
Graithly he þlenif int the wivowes face: - 18 
Nuoth he Ladte: te vichitufe vou nd w , 'c-2 
A wozd with leabe J' 1 888 
be laid, Goo ,a o what ever vote TY 

Foz your ſapings t 
Be ſaid, Ladie, 1 
To this vain wozk 
p Confivertng eats 


TY 


of pour mine, 2 A 
eee brace, 


„ 5 8 


He ſaid, J am the ſhireffe of this town, © 
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* To all my frie 
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Fresh in vour floures, you! 
it were mozs met, and 
Foz to palle homs,and Rep 

. | Chan here to bi 


* — o J ” 
„ A "IT 4 5 « 
— 4 — - „ 7 


- | Know per ae 


by 2 we 1 5 in ſtart both to and tro, 
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The leven ages. oy 

9 15 and lutte, 

hats er. LGW | 

e,and i babe 7 F os | 
Lavin anna, © 
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I ſay to you Ilana 2 
1 bor knotin mine head, 


l 
a | 
band ed dea 5 
| x. : 10 rh e — 
4 * - , air $ % . 414 5 
z x ©. - 5 3 A 8 ; # 
2 , 4 


Foz 2 ſmall 


Foz dim again, and 15 
Chat might mee cauſeof 
Therefozs J ſhali him Jae in lac 
That I mut love the grave where 

And fo; his lake ſuch penn ante tal 

That where he lves abade it au Idle. 
Thea the chiretke twk lgahe,andup de Föfe, 
The ne xeſt gate untothe gallous ge? : 


And when he came, the b 

Was fol awar, wheregt be made It eat care, 

Beranek A vox 107 3805 
betame to uit a garefull eat Tome 


Peg dear an flat . Wy On 
rand Be grate alle BH." 1 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Which is but donbe an heatie caſe to mae, 
B:leching you your counſell give mee to 
Into this caſe what va think beſt to da. 


*-* | Quoth che, Sd Ar, 5g ban mine heart ia wo, 


That ſuch miſchance ſhoald happen on vou ſs: 
But ſince ve have made your firlt mone to mee, 
I muſt yon help, detend, and als ſupplie: 

90 ſhould kind nete, courteſte and reaſon 

Ok a wo heart to have compaſſion. - 

Nnothhe, Lavie,J lippen on pou no lefte; 
But foz to habe your counſeti and kindneſſe, 
Becauſe ve are in great eſtimation,ĩ 

In wit, wildome, and als devotion: - 

And J bele be to have pour counſell now, - 

Foz all my cauſe clean J commit to vou: 

Foz it isſaid ſince firſt the oxid began, 

There is great belp into a god woman. 
This Ladie ben was moved — 
And on this aight her heart had great pittie- 
And the laid, Sir. xour ſturt it maveth m, 
But take god heart, and ver ſhali helped bes 
Do my counſell, and ſhoztly to conclude, 


pe ſhall neither lofCepour life, lands, noʒ god. 


Ve ſaid, adte, that erand bꝛaught me here, 
Toſave my lite, ay lands, mꝝ gods, and gear. 
Nuoth ſhe, God ir, will ve ſaꝝ faithfolly, - 
When J have done that ve willi marrie mis: 
J will do all that 4 have to aua ioo. 
Quoth he, Ladte, of that J woanld be glas? 
_ God (heaven to mepe would ds &, 7 


The ſeven Sages, ' 

That J might be your perſon fellow fo 5 
Conſidet ing A am hut apazknight, 

And ye a L adie of great bed and might. 
Would ye diſdain to humble your ſelf to mi. 
I ſhould you ſerve with all humilitie: 
S0 both theirmindes andall their whole intent 
Was well agreed,whereof they were content. - 
| Good dr, ſaid-ſhe,yeknow right well J wate, - 
Dow mine husband mas buried of the late, 

| wWholovedme ſo wonder well indeed, 

That coz a dꝛop he ſam m finger bleed: 

Be tok in heart ſo great ſturt and pleaſure, 
Ot vulefull death ſaffered the harp ſhouro, 

Go take bimupfo; to bi your relief, e 
And hing him up where hanged was the thief. 
{The ſhireffe (aid, FairLadie,by the rod 
Pour counſell is ſubſtantious and geav2 -. 
Then palt they both -bolviy with mai 
Out of the grave they tok this new 
The ſhireffe ſaid, yet one thing feareth me, 
The thief which A cauſabing upon the free, 
Two of bis tæth above was ſtricken out, 
Wherefoze I and inte a dzeadfull doubt: 

If any man the (amine ſhould perceive 


Jt were my death, and called great deceat, 
What foz to dobereafnotwell 4 wait. 


I give you lie ve Ectketh2& ont vt his bead. | 
Nuorh be, Ladie, to that A were right loth, 


dmight, / 
night. 


That this dead coꝛſe hiatth above doth habe: C 


Obe aid, your ſelf might that right well remead, - 


Foz 


Alo 


The ſeven Sages. 


; Foz of a knight it is againſt theoath, 


Either yoldea oz dead ment fo3 to firtke, = 
It would greatly both faith and fame infect - 


| Andals when he wasliviaghereondife, -  - | 
2 Except my chilvzen;und uy nene wits 1: 33-27 


J lov'd him beit ol any man livand. 
Therefozs in him cannot put my band. 
It y& will not ding themontthen;Caidtho; . 
Faith foz youx love the ſame thiag wii do; - 
da with a konetwooſhis tieth ont dang, 
Chen bad the chireſf hing him where the thief bang: 
The ſhireffsſatd, yet I fear one great thing, 
The thief which A onthe gallous canſd hing a 
An bideoaus woundhe got an the faaghend z. 
At his tauing ther han him at ſuchſea r. 


And both his lags — — 


And your husband bis he not even right fa, 

At ſhould bee my deſtengionhaCilis; :; os. 

Jn this matkenJ pꝛap you counſell mr. 2 
. — - 
Can not yourſelf peartiy Danner me 

1 — .1 1 & 


Ihen that is done, ehen ent ait both his ears. 


Nnoth ————— we | ls 
Conlidringans- bis lives end N 
— A 
In that behalf prag you harnj 4861 ; 
And as bela di co pouzectare;:c.. 202 


Df clean knightaheavtheoath it e wel W 
11 0 me ronr(wozd;quoththe,audfd2 vont las: . 


That | 


The ſeven Sages. 


That lame to da nom peartly „ FEY 
De to theſwozd;anvtothe man was dead - -- 

A cruel ſtrake ſhe gave him in the head: . 
Qith the ſame ſmaoꝛd into her great volpite 

Ot both hislugs belive ſhe made him quite 
Thenſaid,God r, now vie may without bare 
But any feat him to the gallous carie: 

And hing him un where the thief hang bofvzs, 

Ds are pe quite at danger ſturt, and ſh r. 
Che ſhirette ſaid, yet one thing reits 1 5 
Dbereſszx while num remembzancehadJ nongh(: 
Howbeit thothiof was whols in bowk and 5 4 
Pet well I wothe wanted: bath the ons: | 
And bethat&nownall isfoxyoughtthuts'vone. : 
Muoth ſhe, Un faith the ones heſhallwant lam 
And with a&aifethefSonddlte tk him fra, 
And laid, Ser nom ta the trees hiui vx. 
He tumbers usfoz tu bide a lung he. 75 *. 
Muoth he, Pytelk alone dom not hinrdear:: 
Quoth ſhepJndaith een eee, al 
Take ye tbetgilanv3ſhalltake the oper fo!) fr 
Foz ſincehocaubout:frouxthe fepotrate -: 

I bade bim mite aloathfome creature!!! 
To theſe.gatioustheſe tina tk him bat Gat a 
And hanged him wherothethiefhangbefoze. -- 
Then was thaſhirofeob eee, 1 
By tbe great hein at that avie ſo,Hã ! 
Chen ſaid de ir mem date mot per ans, 5 
Pow thatp/wers by oer ot thalam ::- 
— oo 


The feven Sages, 


- -. | Andnow IJ have bzought allto a god fine, 
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Br my count elt, and only tos vant lode, 


| Foz vour pleaſure, and ais foz your behoye: 
Mherekoꝛe ſince pe in all matters rr 


Now A defire again ye would me wed, 
Confo2m to your condition and pꝛomiſe, 


Ve (aid, Foz\ſ@thLadie à made a bow 


| That I ſhoutd not marrie woman but you, 
do long as ra were tiving upon like, 


But woo him that hath ther to his wife: 


| Gabich in no ſozt 3 know vt will not miſſe, 


Thou ſhameleſſe ſhzew,and molt wicked of all, | 


Spitfail tiger, a vengeance the befall; - 


| A noble knight thou had tothine husband, 


And foz a dꝛop af bio fozth of thine hand: 
Ye had ſuch love: yea, in ward love to thee, 
Foz ſturt thereof at Mot cauſde him to die: 
Thou in no wiſe all dis love regarding, 
Bis fozmolt teeth trnoly thou did out ding, 
Jn his fozebead a fell wonnd did thou ſtrike, 
Cuttedbis luga, and als bis ſtones ſuch like: 
Mhen I think on this ugly villanie, 

God me pzeſervethat I not martie tha: 
And foz that cauſe I finde the ſo cruel 

Ko him along that loved the fo well: 


In time coming thoacaultno better be , 


Toany man tyat would lap lobe on thee: 


Therefo:e I think that thou ſhalt ſyame no ma, 
Jn time coming mine own hanvs Mall the fla- 


find ſs at ſhozt he put her there to w_ 


ve 


8 The ſeven Sages; 
Bee dꝛelu his ſwozd,andquitecutoEherhead. 
Che Mater ſaid unto the Emperor, 
Sir, I require if it be your pleaſure, 
Af that va have the wozdsof this tale tane? 
The Emperonr ſaid, yea Paſſer every ane: 
She was a wife the woꝛſt and mott᷑ cruell 
That Jbefoze of any vet heard tells 
Che ſhiretfe als rewarded her the thing 
That ſhe deſerd ' d to her dædes accozding? 

pe god Paſter,heartly J you beſeak, 
What A may once my fon blithly bear ſpeak. 
Foz that would make ſuch blithneſte to mine heart, 
From that time foꝛth 4 care not tu depart. 
Bee ſaid, e Lo2d,and pleaſe your PajeTſie, 
That thing the mo2n v ſhall both bear and a. 
At vour plealure as your ſelf doth deſire, 
An andiencebefoze the whole impire: 
And ſhall know well the cauſe of unkindnelle 
Bet wixt us ſeven, your ſon, ann the Empꝛeſſe. 
The Emperdur laid, If that thing tome to paſſe, 
Then pour reward ſhall bee what y&@ will as. 


Da laid, PyLo2d, all is at pour pleaſure, 


Do took his leave then from the Emperour. 


— _ 


MORALITAS, 


; Fea! this tale that che Doctour bath told 
ou may perceive ſentences manifold, 


|: vending to womens unſtableneſſe, 


That 


re, 


To ſave their ſhame ſer them on ſiuk and ſice. 


That cauſd her big above the grave an hold, 
Firſt their own will to have ay that they would, \ - 
For to make known her fained holineſſe, | 
Which ſoon was turnd to babiſhbrukleneſſe, 
Confider then howthar ſhe was fo bold | 
In diverſe ſorts, and ſhew her cruelneſſe. 


Firſt ſhee her ſhew to bee in eſtimation 
A chaſte widow, and —. 3 
In godly prayer, and in almes deede, 
Which fon Un xa in diſſimulation, 
Of her own ſpoule that made ſuch mutilation, | 
Who died becauſe the faw her finger bleed, 
What gave ſhe him for his good word and meed, 
His ſtones and lugs ſhe ſtowed, and teeth out dang, 


Then on the gallous as athiet did him hang. 


Here is her love, here is her flableneſſe, 
Here is her favour, here is her faithſulneſſe, 
Here is her chaſtne ſſe, here her chartie, 
Her courteſieqhere is all her kindneſſe, 

Her womanhead,lo here is here meekneſſe, 
Here is her hope, here is her honeſtie, 

Here is her ganſell, here all he? goodneſſe 
Now all is ehangd into keen crueltie. 


O marvellous God, what may this matter mean, 
What women are ſo cruell and ſo keen, 
And ever given to wickedneſſe and vice, 
In former time evermòre ſo hath been, 
And in no ſort can yet therefra abſtain, 
But perſevers, there is a matter nice, 


I think irbeſt to play them at the dice. 


The neareſt way is this world as I ween, 


The ſeven Sages. 


"The {even Sages: 


Where ſhould be faith there ſhew theyfainedneſſe, 


And where favour they ſnew unfaithfulneſſe: 

| Where ſnould bee reſt they ratle ay in a rane 

| Where love ſhould be there ſhew they bitterneſſe: 

| Where peace ſhould be there ſhew they up boldneſſes 
Where goodneſſe is there lodging have they nane, 
Where teen and tray that houſe is to them tane: 


Where meekeneſſe is, then are they ay menſleſſe, 


O married men, for you I make great manwee. 
For why? your heads are ſtill bound to a ſlake, 

And though yee do all yet can for her ſake, 

As you becomes both into wor d and deed, 

And ſodayly on her ſervice do vaike, 

She counts not all your cunning worth a caike, 
Whenever ſhe craibes, or caſts backward the creed, 

Even as the knight ſaw his wifes finger bleed, 

In loves labour when ever chat yee inlake, 

All things bygone ſhe counts not worth athreed, 


Becauſe they are ſo kittle of the kame, 
Whiles like wilde wol ves, whiles as a dove as tame, 
In at your boſome, and then but at your ſlieve, 
Such ſoulefle things have neither ſin nor ſhame, 
Then we do wrong any wile them to blame, 
They will do nou Fa | 
Nor ſcarcely ſpeak unleſſe he give her lieve, 
Such innocents that know of nought but ill 

They cover nought but ay to have their will. 


Some makes ſo moy,ſo gimpe: ſo dink and dane, 


Howbeir yee ſpeak ſhe will not blink again: 
And if ſhe do, it is out onthe fide,  -.. 
Thar Fillocks would bee at the field as fane, 
That ſeemes a Sainct, now fend us from Sat han? 
Though ſhe be bra wid, and bus led like a bride, 


Under colour ſhe is a graceleſſeguide/, 


LOS. 4 1 
. 3 


t chat will their kusbands grieve, 


The ſeven Sages, 
A fool fulfilde of phantaſie prophane, 
A ranck rebald readic all times to ride. 


Ye good women enample here may ſee, 
Be nor faĩned with falſe hypocriſie: 
In mens fight preſenting an Angel, 
And then inwardſatiat with crueltie, 
Fulfilled with all fraud and falfiric- 
All this ir comes of the great devil ofheU; 
Who dayly ſers his couragy or to quell 
All mankinde with his keen crudelitie, 
So women do as now no more I tell. 


A praiſe to the ſeventh Maſter. 


T*. haſt Doctor put off a doubtſome day, 
The ſeventh & laſt v herein moſt perrill lay 
And ſay/ de the child upon the morne at noon 
Now in Gods name let him come on a way, 
Io the Empreſſe if he hath ought ro ſay: 
To ſay it our I think it were well done, 
For ſhe hath been to him right importoon 
In his contrare ſhe hath done that ſhe may 
' Tocauſchim miſſe both dinner and disioon, 


An exclamation tothe child. 

| Ow ſince thou pᷣealę on ber thou wreak the well, 
N [f thou hait cauſe thy ſelf chou baſt ſome feel, 

Thank her no more than thon had banged been, 

If thou haſt hap, now bit her on the heel: — 

And fare her not though ſhe were ft. fe as ſteel, 

For ſhe hut bren to thos right wonder keen 

WY um e "Which 


The ſeven Sages. - 2 
Which in vo ſort pertainad to a by * 452654-13: 12M 
Onſuch a wiſe a young clark to cauſe kill; | 


Who never wrong bi to her tray nor tees. 


How Dijocl:ſiane on the Em I complaind, - 
And him excuſde of all matter ſhe meande. 
Fter that the ſeven Paſters all about, 
A Had ſav'd this child oł all danger and doubt, 
By god reaſons of fozies heard and ſæn, : 
Upon the mozn together didconven: - 
To a counſell to ſe how well they might, 
- Convoy this child unto his fathers fight; 
And from pꝛiſon how beſt they ſhould him bzing, 
All to conſult they paſt foz theſame thing; 
So to p2iſoy they came with one conſent, 1 
To ſpeak this child befoze the ntons they went. "_ 
Dis opinion and counſell fo2 to bea; : 
| What he wanted that they ſeven ſhould him tears Z 
| Right well beſeen in honeſt oznament, 5148 
| | DfbisPalters twolome befoze him went: © 


* 
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And on each ſide of his Wafers went one, 


And tha& behind and ſo foꝛeward are gone; 
| Andfourt@n men in their company went, 
Eeach one playing on diverſe inſtrument: 

And everyone was Paſters in Muliche, 

Fo2 melodie and mirth theres was none ficke; | 
Wo the Palace this child they did convoy, - 

| With great blithnefſe, mirth melodie and jop, 
Do that the ſound of all the inſtruments. Y 
And the great neiſe in at the windows * bat 


of, And when he came to his fathers p:elence, 
_ ': | Pehailſed bim with daly reverence: 
- | With horiour, favour, and humilitie 


I The ſeven Sages. 
bat was the nopſe the E mperaur did demand, 
- | They ſaid it was bis Son comming at hand: 


- | Unto yoar grace foz to excuſe him ſell, 
I Or part ot plaints which tome did to you tell. 
.: | CheEmperonr ſaid theſe tythings would like * 


pr Son ſpeaking it I might bear oz ſe, 
: | In the palace this young child (ok entreſle, _ 
- | Whereoſmany made mirth and merrinefſe;_ 


ds him became oz could of courteſite. 

The company and all about was glad, 

= | With great gladneſte to his father he ſaid: 
valle father dear. health honour, and welfare 


4 | Be fo your gracefoz now and evermare; 
o ſon asheofhis on heard the voice, 
Into gis heart it did him ſo reſoce: 

-; | Chat his great love his wits it did confound, 
bat be foz ſoy flatlings fell to the ground. 


Eben up again his on to him in batt, 
and diverſe times in his armes he him A 
do with ſweat wozys and comfoztable bꝛactag, I” 
From (wonn again he did his father bzing: 
- | Ion from ſwoun as theEmperour did wake, 


The child began to his father to talk; 
pet of people there was ſuch conlluen te. 
: | The child to ſpeak could ſcarce get audience; TRE 
- | TheEmperour caulde caſten fo; to be g 


Great ſummes of gold outthzongh the whale citie; ' 
T 3 Lo 


The ſeven Sages. © : 
| To thateffen todzaw the people alway, | 
| That he might hear what thing his Don would for 
Ot the money pet fewtok ſmall regard: 
That the voung man ſofane they wonld dave heard, | 
The Emperour cryed, give audience, 7; 
| Dapaine of death each man tokep filence* 
Then all was cloſſe to ſpeak there durſt no man, 
| When fo; to ſpeak Dioclcfiane began. 
| C ®Þy father dear dumblie J you beſ#h, 
That ye will cauſe ere J mo wo: ds do ſpeak: 
| Pour own Empzelſe with ber fair ladies gent, 
At my ſermon cachoneto be pꝛeſent: 
The Empeiour incontinent gave command, 
That the Cmpzeſſe ſhould thither come fra hand, 
With her ladies ot het chamber eachone: 
To her in haſte the mcſſenger is gone, 
In right great hae the meſſenger ſhew her aun, 
N he Empercur his whole command and will. 

She hearing that ſtrake in a fellon fear, 
Mas no remead but all they muft compare 

Then did the child deſpze the Emperour, 
bat all the ladies ot the Empzeſſe baur 
Should tand in row eachone at others ſide, 
On paine of death that none ſhould themſelve hive 
Khatthe people might all them plainly ſæ, 
Their trim makedome and als their honeſtie, 
Their favonr face their fame and faſhion. 
| Seit ba ve havings and their painted perſon. 
| . Wpon tbe daſe theie ſaings when they wers dziven, 
They were molt like angels come out ot „ 

| 


ay; 
d, 


en, 


| Which is bour maid unto your own Empꝛete, 


I Al tbe gteat ſhame thereof be lald on me: 


WWhereofmany had wonder great marvell. 


The ſeyen Sages. | 
They were lo ſwat ſome ſaid they were all ſanfs, - | 
Crus men them talde as trim as tergimants. 
Then ſtood they up all into plaine pꝛeſence, 

Unto the child gaue open audience. _. 

Then ſaid the child, father, lift up your ene, 
Behold hom long that ve bave blinded been: 
With your Empzeſle that is your maried Auen 
And that young wench that is all cladin green, 


Whom ſhe hath moze in favour and kindneſſc: | 
Chan ever the hadA dare well take on mee 
Since they firſt met unto your Maſeſtie 
Whom deſtre if that it pleaſde your grace. 
To be uncled befoze you in this place: 
That being done tight well ye ſhall perceive, _ 
Such a bour maid and ſuch Empzeſſe pe have. 
Co whom anſwerdthis noble E mperour, 
Thou knoweſt (ſon) it is not mins honour: 

If will be ſhame to me and to us all, 

A naked maid befoze us foꝛ to tall. 5. 

Chen laid the child a maiden if ſhe be, 


If che be not a young matd, as ve tell. | 
{hen let all ſhame remain ſtill with her ſell. 5 
The Emperourcommanded that be done, . | 
The officers they unbeclad her ſ@n- | 

Ber clothes off tane it well appeared than, 

Jt was no maid but alwayes was a man: 

And by all ſignes of members naturall, 


_- * 


The ſeven Sages, 


Thenſaid the Son with all humillffe, 55 
The very truth father now may pe ſæ : 

Df the falſet and great ſubtleneſte | 

Df this rebald, and als of your Empeſte: 

ow bay and night in blinvnefſe they ou led. 
hen they belt thoyght have ay defplide e 
In pour chamber ay lde ſuch harlotrie 
Foznication, whozdome, adulterie 

Hot regarding Gods law no⸗ conſcience 855 
Noz2 your d2eadour, pour love, no2 reverence;. - 
But evermozethetr luſt and theirpleaſare, | - 
Tok when they li to your great diſhonour, 
den the Emperonr ſaw all the verity, 
Vow this young man was clad asaLavy: -- 10 7 
And gſedvightly in chamber with the Auen 

Foz berv wzath impatlence and fen, 

Mis ene they glow2b and als his face it weitie./ 
Bis great anger there's no man that can tell itt . 
Be commantet them both incontinent, 
Without mercy to be condemnde and 1 Aa 
Then ſaid the Son, father remain a time, 

While I repzove her at ber cruell crime; 

She laid on me and falſiꝝ on me bought 
Che thing which I ban ne 'x in mindz nz tbougdt, 
Ahe father ſaid that thing and all the reft: ©. : 
Js in pour hand do with t as ye think beit. 


Chen ſaid the don a lyer i he bs. 
ben let the labij toꝛreu her loꝛ her lie: 
But ye ſhall know when firſt ye foz me ſent, 
Op ſelf 3 * and — — . 


"I 


here 


ight thou no wiſe ſtanched thy fouls nature: 
xr walt 


The ſeven Sages. 
Eherein A ſaw a woꝛd if that 1 ſpake, 


Within ſeven dayes that A with ſhame and lake | 


Should thole the dead with all great crueltie: 


By any way that could debyſed be. 

And that alone by the graat foze-thonght fead, 
Df the Empzeſſleimagining mine dead: 
Chat was the cauſe, father J durſt not ſpeak, 
Therefoze pardon at vou noi here I ſæk -: 

And where ſhe ſaxes that A would der oppꝛelt 
In truth that is alæũũng manifec | 
But truly ſhe did all that in her was, 

In every ſoꝛt to bzing that thing to paſſe. 
And when che ſaw that Irefaſve ſuch thing, 
And anſwered not, incontinent the did bzing: 
Paper and pen with ink ſhe had readie, | 
Þ2apde me fo wꝛite my minde therequietly: 
And when J wꝛote and all her minde refuſed, 
And pꝛaped her foz to hold me ercuſed; 


Foz I would not defile my fathers bed, 


Chen the wzpting under her fert ſhe tread: _ 
Then rave her face and all her robes ſhe rent, | 
And with loud voice ſhe cryde incontinent- 

And yet that crimeſhelaidalone on me, 
Father in truth this is the veritie. 


When the Emperour this tale heard fo bim fold, 


Then the Queens face greatly he did behold: 
With awſome vult angrie and als aufker, 
And not but cauſe ſaying on this manner: 
O moſt filthie and ſhameleſſe creature/ 


The ſeven Sages. 

With my body and with thy rebald knave; . 
But in like ſoꝛt mine ownſon thou wouldeſt babe. 
O wicked wile never taking regard 
Dfthirieown ſhame, noz of heavenly reward, 

Had thou tane hep of whom thou had deſcended: | 
That would never ſo far tome offended, } 
Thou wzoaught alwayes that ever thou could invent | 
"Dnthe gallous to cauſe mp @onbeſhent.  -— 
Anday tby minde with failet was infected: 
CTruſting all time ſuch ſhould not be cozreded, 

But God is juſt howbeit he thole a time, 

s he thinks god he will puniſh the crime: 
Therefoꝛe becauſe ofſuch thou hadſt no ſhame, 
Upon thy ſelf ſhall ly both wite and blame, 

That me ſo long thy bevfeliow haſt blinde: 
CTherefoꝛe thy fleſh foʒ ſuch faults now ſhall find it 
Chen gruflings (with the fell upon her kate, 
Down at his knee and at him cride fo2 grace: 
Saying godLozd fo thy p2incely pitie 

To me moft vile then would grant ſome mercie: 
Foꝛ my great guiit bere plainly I confelle, 

Grant me ſome grace fo2 the great gentleneſſe 
Chen to her ſaid this noble Emperour 

Who was falfilde with Tort and diſpleaſure, 

O vile woman foz mercy thou doſt crave, 

Which by no way thou art wozthy to have: 

The cruell death thou haſt deſerved th2ile, 

Mbich J hall ſow by th: manner of wayes; 
Firſt thou haſt done the fin of adulterie, 
Lo the great dame and contemption ot me⸗ 


Which | 


8 


Pon to delfroy with my Palters conſent. 


The ſeveñ Sages, 
Which by the law expzeſſe is no remend. | 
A P2inces bed foz to deffle but dead.. 
Chen ſecondly mine only ſon and air: 
Thou did pꝛovon to be avulferar. = 

Foz that effect to the chamber him led. 

With the to l and to defitemy bed 


Which ſer vet death as no man can Wi 


Bowbeit the ſame intruth he did refuſe. ' 

Laſtly each day with falſe tales tꝑſted me, 
Contrare juſtice to cauſe mins son on die, 
Becauſe thou knew his cleargie and cunning, 


| Thy foal bandzte and filthineſte woulo aut bing 


Wherefozeby law thou ſerves puniſht to de, 

Pea of all lat to have extremitie. = 
Chen ſaid the Don Father right well ve know. 
Yow the dayly tyſted you (not by law) | 

But with her tales and fained falſe leaſing, 
Upon galloushut mercy me to hing. | 
Were not thzough help of my good maftersſeven, | 
And firſt ſapply of the great God ot heaven, 

Upich will ever the innotent defend, 

And into ned will tot hem (ucconr ſend, 

Which pꝛeſentip he hath to me now done 


Into my nid hath ſend me ſuccour ſon. 
Alſo father I truſt it was you told, 


By your Empꝛeſle that A purpolde and wold: 
Depziveyour grace from this noble Empeꝛe, 
Which never was vet truly my deſyze: 
And als he ſaid that it was mine intent, 


* . 
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And by that way rour rowmes fo to Aten, 4 l 
Mhich truely vet my minne did nober mean: 
Such fo2 to da 4 pꝛaH God me defend 
Oꝛ xetthink ſuch once unto me lives end: Ed il 
Foz of your grace my living all A bas 
But yeonlife Joughtno.moze to crave, © 0047511 
Jam vaur on and ve my father dea: 
Would I vou want foz any/wozldly gear. 
Nay, nay; nat ſo, fozJ Hall ay about. 
Fo; to upbald your welfare and dongur, . 
At mx puer and utter diligente:!:: 
With heart and hand and ali god reberence, 
At pour pleaſure your bidding and command. 
Laſting pour lite av conſtant ſhall A ſtand: N 
But your Empꝛeſte ſhe wꝛought both night and var | 
An all kin ſoztto wozk between us tw ae, 
As his father keft his Son into the ſea: 
Becauſe his Son toldhim foꝛ veritie 
That he ſhanld be above his father 20s | 
. To the Which tale the father could not cozd: 
Chen the father keſt the don in the lea, 
But the great God gave him belp and ſupplie. 
And would not thole that tꝑme be ſhouldbe dead 
But thzough bis grace heſend him ſome remead; 6 
pet the Sons tale it cametruly to paſſe, +, 
And the father not one mite wozſe he was; 
To the father what hinderance could it _ iy 
Yowbeit his Son hadabtainde dignitie, 
. Not hindering the father in no ſot 
4 — it onld have bien to his comfozt; 


| The ſeven Sages, | a 
And Codwilling father mp governance, ff 
pe ſhall pcrceave ſhattb nohinderance: LIM 
Noz pꝛejudice in no ſozffo pour grace, * 
But alwayes ſhall be mirth, joy, arid ſolace. © 
Then ſaid on high this noble Emperor, & 
Lo God alone be loving andhonoar: © © 118 
I Thatſach a don undeferved hath me fend, 
Lo guide this cealme after my dapesend⸗ 
Do wiſe, ſo god, ſo bertudus in all thing 

To great wellare ſo able this realme bꝛing, 

Now my dear Don heartly I the require, 

Tell meſome tale that all about may bear: 2 
wabereth;ough they may thy wiledome under fany 
Nuoth he father that ſhall J take on han: 
do pe command all men tokep ſilence, l 
While J have done and gibe me audience: oy 
When I have done as ve think erpedient, BY 
On your Empzelſe then ye give fozth judgement. - 
When fitence was commanded to all man, 
Diocleſiane thus wile his tale vegan. 

Ade Titan had tane bis ſaffein hand, = 
: And itghtly lap as Lo2doutov'rtheland: * 
'-* | Becauſe the day was both (wet, ſoft, and fair. 
I Then up roſe and paſt to my Libꝛair: | 
And ffadyed there a while as I thonght geod, 
Becauſe it was my uſe and conſaetude: 
And lo after my leon was comple, 

I | Then torefrelh and recreate my ſpꝛit: 
1nd As foz that time J lapd aftde my book, © 


The ſevenSages. - 
And in mine hand a little volume fk, 
Dfrighter.dyte andftoziesof the old. 
That our elders befoze time habe us w: 
In which volume diverſe ſtozies ou'rkelt,' 
That pleaſant was but vet among the reſt:: 
A fine fable in that volume I fand | | 
Chich at this time to our purpoſe may and, 
This was the mairch of the matter inderd 
As ve ſhall bear this tale ſo A pzoceed. 


Ekoꝛe this time there was an noble Antabt, 
Manly in minde and aboundant in might; > 2 
A gay Lady he had unto his wife, ." 
And betwirt them he led a godly life. 4 2 
Daly one Son he had, no balrnes mo: 
Mhom of they took great — male aitw7 70, l 
And him delivered in far and ffrange countrie, 
Him to inſtrua and foꝛ to learn cleargi. 
Df cunning men that Cleargie bad perquære, 
As ve have done tome this many vc re. 
Do this young man as he in per ſon grew, 
£0 dally did he incunning and vertew. 
When after that he was ſeven per at lair, 
Conſidering he was his fathers aire 
And had no man tobꝛok his heritage, 
At ſeven vers end he ſend foz him meſſage: 
Charging him ſcon foz to come home fra hand, 
Which be obey'dhis fathers whole tommand⸗ 
And when he came to his fathers pꝛeſence, 
He hailſed him with all god reverence: 


The ſeven Sages. 
as him effeerd with great humilitie, 
bis mother als inſemblable degree, 
Ahereof he had both game, gl&, and blrtbneles, 
That their own don was tommed to ſuch — 
Teo not alone in vertue heincref, _ 


4 But als of body he was the likelpeſt 


Hanly and ſtout well made at all faſhion, 


| x Well favourde of face and god pꝛopoztion, 
Gentle, humane, courteous, noble fre, 


all men him loved fozhis humanitie. 


o on a time it chancde upon a day, 21 
bis father and mother at table ſat theſe tway, 


de on ſerving them both right courteouſly, - : 
From the kitehing the courſes bzought comely. 
In the meane time on a tre lighted down, 


at the window and ſang with beavenly ſown 
Anightingal which ſang with notes ſo clear, 


do wonder ſweert they all her notes did hear. 


© | Cight daves in one they would never thought lung, 


as 


To hear the bird ſo doneſwet was her ſong, 
Then ſaid the R night well were he all his dayes, 
That underſtod what von bird ſings oꝛ ſapes. 


4 Then ſaid the Don father with your honour, 
s that it be to you nodiſpleaſurs: - 


The birds ſong I ſhall declare to you, - 

But J am fears that ve take ſturt therethzow, 

The Father ſaid don foz my benniſon 

What that bird ſayes make interpꝛetation, 

Day on boldly foz no perſon take fear, 

Foz I thereat ſhall no wiſe change my these: 4 
** en 
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Then ſaid the Son this is the very tale, 
Chat ve father heares ot thenightingale: - 
Chat JI ſhali be ſuch a man oł great might, 


And honourde be with Lo2d, baraun and knight, ; 


And ſhall come to that ye my father free 

The water plate that ve ſhall hold to me, 

And mp mother befo2e me the ſhall Rand; 
Beſtde her leif with towell in her hand. 


Waiting while I waſh mine hands in the plate, Ns 


This is the ſong that the bird ſang ol late. 
The father ſaid thou falſemifleerdknave 
Chou ſhalt ot us never ſuch ſervice have, 
No2 never ſhall come to ſuch dignitie,, 
Chat we two ſhall make ſuch ſervice to ther 
o in malice and als in great wodnefle, 
In great farie and unnaturall kindneſe; 
Be led his on and keſt him in the ſea, 
An diſpleaſure, enby, and crueltie: 
Qaping after in the ſea he him flang 

'Ly thou there ſtill geerof the birds ſang: 
The child could ſwim ond ſochanced to land 


Both whole and ſound helped by Gods tight hand, þ 


And faſted there even as the ſtozie ſayes, ._. 


But meet 02 dzinkby the ſpate ot toute daes. 


On the fift day by chance a ſhip came by, 

A hereon ſharply right loud the child can cry: 
Skipper of ſhip foʒ lobe and cheritie, 

From this pertill A pꝛaꝝ pou to ſave me. 

The ſkipper beard and belyve dzew to land, 
And ſaw the child in what tate he could and, 


Dn 


The ſeven Sapes;” 22 

on dim they hay ruth any: compaſſion, N OR 

al xing be was a likely gadperſon;:  - - 

So narrobolu be chante death heeſchewed  _ 

au in one ice their hearts upon him rewedz 

. | And in on boꝛs with (pep did him receave 

And in far lands to their cauntrie did _—_ 

Lhen to a Duke ot that countrie him ſald, 

Foz a great ſumme ot money tothem told: 

And ap this boy grew daply into age, 

In like manner he grew in perſonage, 10 

;; | Pak and humane in manners comfoztable, _ 

Gentle, jocund, and to all game right able: 

| 80 with all men he came in ſuch favour. = 

: | The Dune him lov d and tokathim pleaſure, 

Ando ſo far hehad the whole credence, ; 

Ok all his houle and the pꝛeheminence; 

| In that ſame time the Kingoftbat countrie, 

Au his greatLo2ds andcounſell called e. 

his great Barons bis knigbts and noble men, 

That ot bis minde in ſome part they may ken. 
Amongtſt the reſt even did this Duke alſo, 

Lo the counſell pꝛepare himſelt to go; 

And with bim took this child in company 

* | Foz his wiſe dome and his great fourteſie⸗ 

do theſe N oꝛds haſted them with re verence, 

* | Befozethe King gave due obedience; | 

/ | They being all together fo conven,  -. 

- 1 | Tathem in plaine he did ſhew coma» 1 5 
: | Saying, my gadLozvs ans true barons all, | 
ws * counſell foz this canſe did A call. 


he ſeven Sages. 


The matter ist great I have to ten, * 
Therefo:e J would xe keped all counfetl: * 
Af any man the truth willme declare, 

A bim pꝛomiſe my daughter and mine atre, 
Into ſpouſage after me to beKing, 
When J am dead fo2 ay tobzok my reigne 
This is the truth and mattermoveth me, 

A vont this place reſoꝛts fill Ravens th, 
And follows ay where eber J go o ly, 
Nouping in one anddayplyon:me cry | 
Whiles me behind and whiles they come befoze, - 
With ſachlikelokes as they would me devoure: - 
Ther leave me not bat ay continnally, 5 
They toup they roar and ever ſhouts on me, a 
Scraiping on eird and waving with their wings 
Dabbing their nebs and at the window dings: 
Tperefoꝛe I ſend it an of you did know 

The cauſe hereof that ye would to me ſhow, 
His god reward he ſhall not ned tocrave, 

As have ſaid the lame thing be hall have: 

Do he de boide the Ravens from me all clin, 
And in my light no moze that they be ſ@nt. 
When this was moved to all the counſellthere, 
There was no man the queſtion could declare. 
Then laid this child ro his M aſter the Duke, 
The man on hand that von ſame queſtion tœk. 
Fd2 to declare would he get his pꝛomile 
From the n ings grace? ve quote the Duke I wiſh 
Then laid the childe if it pleaſed your grace, | 
Lo ſhe w the king Jhhall declare the cace; 


* 
2 

— — 4 
* 


Under 


N under the pain to put mine dead in be. 
' As he hath ſaid fo] fo folfit the Wage. ph 
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AS 5 


When the e this tale he a right glad, 

Intontinent pafttofhe A552 0 ſaid, ' © 

And pleaſe your y grace there isapoun man dere, 

A cunning clerk; Medenie right I” q ©. 
fa 


Wiſe and 5 5 of ingine 


dich p;omiſeth that be ſhall 


Ae and eſaminertilfi it” 

Couching the ravens,ifſoit be your wilt | 
Foz to compleat the thing that ys & babe ſaid,” 
Faith, quoth the king,thereof J wonly be . e 
Thent b:vaght 4 715 the chlidr into pꝛelence 
Befoze the king With all gavrevberence, © © 
Then ald the ap the ding Poung wat mancan ys declare * 

aft ar tradi 


Thoqueſtio 
Befozo niꝝ 72 tourhtng the ra dens thzee? 
Theu'ſaid chikvc that hall J do e, 

do that _ grace pour pꝛomiſt 1 

Then ſaid the king, hut doubt traelyJ will, 


| Who ever will thiz queltion mee declare 


de ſhall martie my panghter and mine detre. a . 


- | Then laid the childe, bis is the „ 
gat tbir 1 dens daylp on pon cry, 
. | Therewas 255 ns a female and a malg * 
I | Thathadcleckev ide tytro withdutten faite, 


6 ——＋◻ ther clecked into oy ich coun 


gsagt beinger,verth Nur enurttte: 
fal of foo en und mon deceaſt, 
| Inlike mantet fo! Hoot fowl mud beat, 


Then 


iP 


4 he leven Sages. N 
Chen this youngraven being intill her neſt Ixbe 
The mother flew od t fieivs where the thought bcit 

Seking her fod in land out over all where, | 
And al her bird ſhe took no ſturt noꝛ care. ; 
Then the male raven ſ&ing that dilſpicaſate, .. -; 

- Wponherlſelf ſhe (ok daylylabgur,  — .; 
With pain and nine, and great penuritie  & 
Foz this young raven, while it had Trength to ſſ . 
And ſend her [elf out over the fields lo fait, de 
Dook mother it teak no ſturt noꝛ care. 
Now is pat by the skant time ot tde ear. 
Meat grewat large, and viauals was not dear, 
Pen, beall, and fowle hab meat abundantly 
The female taven came home then haſtily, _ 
And would have had ſuch freindfhip and kindnelle gere 
Co the young taven, as he which in diſtrele © ie 
Fed him with food while be could finde him ſell, . et 
Che female raven thereof tk no travell: 
When the male taben to well into bis thought, & 
How he bis bird had nnteiſt and upbzougbt 
An time of detih, penuritie, and Rant. 
Be thought no way his bird that he would want: i 
Fo2 the female out over the fields ew 
Undleft her bird but help oz yet eshem ic: 
Still in the neſt, which therelta tould not fl, 
But there on'fo:ce fo2 toly till and die: . 
Lhecetoze the male though he hadmoze kiadneſſe . 
To the young raden, that in nd And dtütfas 
Out of pertiil it nouriſhde andupbzooaght,' 

Noz the female, that flew and fed it nought:' ** Sheng 
OS = Lherefoze | 
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Fhorofoze the mate ſaxes that he ſhould poſſeto 
a, is own young btrvehat helped it in need. 
Father then ſhe whith in necellitie 
-Poft it alone, but help in point to die. 
ben tde female aliedged tts again, 
What inthe birth of her bird had mozepain, 
N j n labour, ſozrow, and penuritie, 
U ne hunger then the male han by Inch the: 90 
0 | jerefo2e of him he onght to hade moze mirth. 
That hadot᷑ him ſuch ſozrow in her birth, - i 
Fo; this each canfe my — Gebing: | 
Mir ravens cryes,andfoznoneother thing, 
iy Weliring pou to judge by yourwiſvome | 
Abo this young bird ſhalbbznks in time to came, 
{ 2 , herefoze will yw an this thing give ſentence, 
Hep will no moze eee 
ben ſaid the king. becauſe thatthe female 
eſt her own bird-intoſachnev:andbale, -.::-:--:: 5 
Ns in no ſoat wonldnouriſh it — t C046 
ut from it fled when that it had moſt 
A tbink alwayes with realoun it ould i n 
4 he bird ſhould be at bidding-anvcommand -: 
"With tre male raven: und his companie, 24 22 
Necauſs he fed it in neceſtitiee 
d where that he alleadgeth ber again, 
dave mos ſturt, ſoꝛtow, trauaij. and 1 F 
n bis cleck;ng,fo2th-b:inging;and his birth, h 
Play to you, all-thatwastnendinmirth, |; - 
Noto as ſhe ber own birdquick canldſ&,  -;.; 
—_ fozgot der great ro i 


— 
. k ” 
* o 


+» # 
! 2 


- Theſeyen Sages.” 
And als the male is tauſe of 


And inſtrument of altgeneratinun: 
A ſay alſo in time at᷑ ar great nas 


Pe did dis bird with painnourith and 


fied: | 


— — r t er 2 


With great hunger, and als with cold pet, 
Therefoze I give definitive ſenten te, 
Chat the male tabin ſhall ay habe fill , 0 
Che fellowſhip ans als the compani e 
Df tbe young bird; where ever her go 02 dies 
And the female bis fellowſhip ſhall mant . 
Extept the male umto the female grant it. 

When the ravensHheardthe kingſo declare, 


N 


Ancontinent ther ſiew up in tde air, we” 
Eithuch ante agit hadthunnerben, p My 23807 
And wasao mozety that regiaun len. 
This being done, iu ſhozt time adterthen #122 120% 


Incontinont:thokingraldchispoung mann 


And ſaid,Gadiriend,your name iu ma n bun. 
Alexander, quod ho;they do mit cas 
Then laid t e king,yer hall taks none but 
Foz vous father and d mpſorr ſhall us - 

Foz ye ſhall have mpdaughter in ponluge, : > 7 10 . 
And after mee ſhall baok det horita gs; 
And eber fill chal ber be Led mA, 


And this roalme hall have in rea 38 Uf 3 


Da pl ſer vice unto 


All men hi eur ae reren, 8 1 0 ven | 
1 6 e 


Daukentlenedt- ane hin passte IT 


5; 
F 4 *. 
2 «% © * 
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q 
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Chen Alexandtt tu houthote 1: Ide ien 
tanngde mad, 50! 


The ſeven Sages. 

pee was ſo ſott, ſo humble, and mainſweet. 
conr tele, cuntin "debonatr, and discreet, 

In all god games hinilelfhe divfrequent, 
Jnhozſe,harnelfe, juſting, and toznament; 


above all them that dwelt intoEgypt, 
he fare cet, and had the maſtorchip 


In all chat realm neitder by far nc near, 
I In manlates there was none found his pear? 


...+ | $02 pet was there 
But be thereto would | 
- - | vo be guided in all thing, and wollpzoved, 
..; | With old and young wonder well was helobed. 


# v * 
„It an inun 
* 
| y Fen 
. Lap 
. 4 
* 


reat obſcurequeſtion 
ive fotutton: 


An this mean time Titus the Emperour, 
Whbich-was a man df might and great ee 


Oe gentleneſſe. and alſo courteſte, 
| Jn all vertue he was an A⸗per⸗ſe: 


Oder the wozld fo far rang his renown, 


That he pꝛeceld all other that burke crown, 
Ia to far that over all where did fl 
vis noble name of liberalitie; 
And round abont into all patts him bre, 


Both far and: l r openly gart de crx, 


tod ingine into his courts Would come, 
rb be intreatedin their own degree, as 
ved alter their tacultie. | 


10 x — candor d tell or ſuch thing 
20 de vas tes hand 4 the king, 


and all god games gaind fo: an gentleman 
|Dayly heave awd ap the p;aile'be/wan 


4 » 
on” 


1even ages 5 


And laid to him untling upon his knie, 1 
And pleaſe pour:grace my noble father BY 
be noble court. and courteſte is known 0 
Df the Emperour, and to your grace is ſhown, -: 
Tha. every man delites there tg abide 
Chat bath knowledgeeitherto gang oz ride, 
Learning ſhalljearn manners and.manlinefſee, 
Pꝛadick of war god guiding and pꝛonneſſe, 
Dew intreating with honour, laud and gloze, 
And great reward he ſhall obtain therefoze: 

If pleaſe your grace, A woulddefireheartly 

Into that court and companie to be, 

That J may wit and vertue daplyletr, 

My ſelkexerce in noble acsof-wer, 52755 
This of vour grace right humbly I deſire,. 
No wayes meaning that of your grace I 1 
Foz Godwilling J ſhall return again 


To my pleaſure which is my Soveraigne..: 155 M 'Wi 


Chen laid the king. Pour talking pleaſeth mee, 
But laith were J to want your companie? 
Pet not the leſſe cauſe ve ſuch thing dere, 

A would gladly grant it that y& require; -- 
But ere ye palle,l& that ye furneift bee 

Jn all behaifes,gold,clothes,boze,and moner, 
That ve want neught tyat is nadfuli to habe, 
What ve therethzow may both out honours ſaves. 

- Snchlike I think it were erpedient, |. --: --.- 
Chat ve ſhould ſponſe m daughter ere ve. bent. 6 
Oz pee return perchance a bairn fwzth. being, 1% 

2 wilt this realm either e 

lexan- 


I [Afexander then ſaid unto the king, 


he ſeven Sages. 


4 : If pleaſe pour grace to ſpare ies thing - 


- | While I retucn, then ſhail J with bonounr 
Four daughter ſpou's with your graces pleaſurs. 


Thea laid the king, ol that J am content, 


= [Evenas ye will J do thereto conſeut, 


And grant you here with all benevolence. - 
Zo palle your time where that ye pieaſe licence." 44 


Ihen Alexander at the king to god night; - 


And all the L030s,both varous;ſquices and taht: 
And laſt of all hs paſt to the Ladis, 

Tok bis god-night, and gabe him kiſſes the, 
Bade het be blith, foz long he thought not bide, 7585 


Obe laid, Gd ür, 4 pzay God ber Pour gulder buds 
e fo2thbe faires, a lixelꝝman to tun. 


And lap on poꝛſe, and onhis vorage tok: 
and with bim went an honeſt companie, 


With golo,tiver,farneif with all plentie 

Auto the court where tgatthe E mperout was 
Ye takes joutney,andſo fo:ewarvcanpaſſe; TE 
And when hee came anto the E mperourr,r 
Upon his kues he hailſo him lutte hour, 
Great re berence and als humilitte, eee 


| 4 But ſo ſon as the Emperour could im (&, * 


p * 
1705 1 17 
* 1 Jr 


here that he ſat ont of his ſatz he toſe, 


To Alexander but mqze taxie bye goes, 22 nk 


And killed him, as was of court the gui 1 


Aud ta his armes de hin embꝛated thaiſe, 
And him inquirde what was bis name fra band, 
Whereica he came, which war N. native latio: - 


dad 


Te ſevetiSig Für 1 
' Suchlikehe ſpei reof that mas tame, Ne 
Cell on he ſaid! drawing of all and ſome. whe 
We ſaid,and pleaſe pour noble Pajeſtie 
Alexander men uſeth to call mer 
The king of Egypts ſon and heirs Jam, 
I wot his grace will ratifie the ſame, 
And is come berennto your Pajeftie | 
Co do ſerbice,ify will except mer. 
e ars welcome the ©mperour ſaid then, 
— ſeems tobe a noble gentleman: 
ſtewart then a command he gabe, | 
4 zhoaſholp 6 Alexander he thoald receave- 
The ſte wart then to a chamber him led, 
And ſhebo him then where he ſhould have his bed, 
Nell furniſhed into. all neceffars, 
With pertinents thereto in all atfalres, 
Alexander behay'd himſelf wiſely ö 
With all the tourt, and each mans lobe wan dee: 7 
do in ſhozt time fo; his well behaving 
Matter carver he was made to the king. 
Not long after the king bis lon in France, 
Co do lere ee . 1220 
An like manner come to th. ain 
th b fahne e and bonour: 


And ſpeard fuchlike 1 what! was his name, 
pe ſain, Lodo wick ali nien ee at hame, . 
And am tome hers tag oo grace Tervlce, : 


If that you plegſe vouchiate tome office. 
The Emperonr lajd,Alcxande 'h 
Js mr carver,my cop 


„Fo: that otkics 1 th 
Co do ſervice day 
Id cant 


The ſeven Sag 


e pee be 8 Fable 
my table 
eat baer, | 


_  |Lodotohim as fo Alexander C 135 115 


fo 


JMI 


' "| That tame chalmer ee cl 


| In face,favonr,,in foz 


wWhereof they wore both verle 10 


| That they were twslntovhe chan 
bir two vonag men | 


lena 41 N Lodowick 
-] Intikin fozt they were fowbirder line, 


In ſtature, viſage,ſ peach xv canvition 


I Thateachman kale, Pn was Feothersbzother, 
d, 


Ther lcarcely could kndw the one by the other- 
But Alexander in d des was moze ackibe 


ban was Lod owick,and far mo ſtientide⸗ 


Foz Lodo wick was ſhamefull and feminine, 


And Alexander prart, furchte, and maſculine:: 


Df moꝛe courage, moꝛe manly to behold rs 
Than Lodowick was ſdme ſaid by the third told. 
The Emperour which Titus height to name 
Pad a daughter of faſhfoun fair and fame, 
Height Florentine a gratious Ladie, 
Which n&ref heir to her father ſhould br, 
Whom her father loved above meaſure, 

To her he gave abundance of treaſare, | 
Per own ſervants the had with her fo dwell, 
And keeped court, and houſhold by her ſell, _.* 
To whom daply the Emperour uſdetoſenv 
Df his datnceis;his — meis to mend. 


In 


iN 
13 
— 
* 


4 | ever ges. 5 

An — of woe - a Men twar . 

And Alexander fo her bare them away, . 
Tothis La die befo;e her them pꝛeſented, 
oo in ber Cght each day be was frequented, 
Wherethzongh favour of this Ladis he wan 
Foz bis wiſdome above all other man. 
Th:ongh bultneCeit chanced on a dag. 
At dinnor time Alexander was away 
From hisſervice-and none in his abſence, 
Bis fault ſupplied,noz yet gave attendance. 


Did ſuch ſervice as Alexander ſhould done; 
| And ſerved loz him into the ſame Read, 
Bis fault bee did ſupplie, and als remead: 
At the dinner being neer hand at end, 

The Emperour (wk up a dich, and ſend 
To his daughter, as he was wont to do, 


Believing well Alexander it dad bæn, 

Fe could diſcern their viſages bet wean: 
Then went Lodowick his u 
Pꝛeſented her the diſ upon his knee, 

| With reverence as he in heart befthonghf, 
Foz be befoze that time had ſeen her nought: 
| Jacontinent whon he the meat her b:oag t, 
he perceaved Alexander it was nought. 


Beſaio; Lodowick it ts ſurely Madame. 
Whoſeſon are yec? tell me but circumſtance. 


| — father (s,quoth pe, the king ot France. 


Then Lodowick cams, and that perteabed ſon: . 


And bade Lodowick the ſame dich bear her fo, 5 


2 tothe Ladie, + 


Nuoth cha, Gd tr,tome ſhew you your name, | 5 


| Nuoth 


|  NEJEVER Sage: 8 
Pee are welcome e eee 7 
Thank my father of the meat eur PN "200+ 
Nuoth he, J ſhall, and ſafc2th on he wend,. . 
And tok god leave with all gadreberence; 
Do paſt again to the Emperours pꝛeſence. 
Jn this mean time Alexander came ta table, 
Did his ſer vice as he was wont and able. 
Che dinner done, Lod wick to chalmer pak. 
Right fick at heart, and laid him down bedlätk. 15 
Alexander perceived incontinent, . - 2 
Even to thalmer to Lodo wick is he went: 
And ſa(d to bim, W my god campanioun, . 
What is the cauſe that v are nowlyen downs 
Then ſaid Lodowick, I fl my ſelf truely 
Uext at the heart with ſoze taficmitie: 
Greatly I fear.unlefſe-J get remeab, 
It holds meſo that it ſhall be my dead. 
Alexander (aid, the teneth I tralſt to geſſe, 
Che pꝛincipall cauſe of all your foze ſickneſte, 
Foz this ſame day when that themeat ye balr, 
To yon Ladie which that z thvaght ſo fair: 
pe her beheld ſs beriefertently, © 
Her god manners, her viſageand beautie, 
That ye therewith is hanked inher lobe, 


From her your heart no way ve can remove. 5 


Then ſaid Lodo wick, O my b:other dear, 


Che verie truth but doubt ye habe gone ner, | 


Alt pbyſtciansin wo:lvthey could not gelle, 
Noz judge moze true tho cauſeof my ũcknage, 


Mhere⸗ 


With me pier 1 e 

Lift up von Here Ir of . conrage; 

Start in ad'toky pott crete caraCroage. 

When Alexandtrbethon Thr ofacaft, 

Anconttnent to the met tat he pat, 

A pecipnsttoathwithyis own gold debengbt, | 

eaberedf Lodowick tnew tid way, mo; wit nonght 

Bꝛave ſet about withpzectuus ſtones coaff'y, 

Anvit pꝛeſented to the katr K Win. 

en ſhe it faw, he es him in by f 

here he ſhould get luch coaffly cloath to buy» -. 

Quotb be, the ſon vt the moſt Chzilfian ing 

Bath fo2 your lobe, Madame, ſend you this thing, 

Bat foz a ſight that he law of your face, 

pe is linked ſo far into lades lace, 

What he tyes ſick without he get remead, 

Appearandiꝑ there is nothing but dend: 

And for your tode ſuſfer pe him to die, 

At chatldegratd our genour greatumix. 

Alexander ib rounſeli pes mie, 

That I chodld lone my clean virginitie, 

Conſidering Jamof blodropall, _ 

Delcended ot the ftock imperial: | 

And ſecotidly as v know well indes 

By appearance to this ctdwin,thould ſuccæd: 

If I did mw, as d to nie declare, 


ee but bout dds bermare, 
* Beltz ve 


Yer t.quothbe eh 5 not gtöunded, 
ſuch thing m N "3a 
And it tuch thing} verehnires yas —— 
A woulo Wer chere 58e el | 
No; is your grace, bit ur krtend Lodovyvick 
Is the great heir or thimoſt chief kingrick 
Df all the woꝛtd, and the mot Ehzickten king, Fo 
The mozebolver he durſk befire ſuch thing 
Rather than A; which may be no compare 
Anto pour grace;fo; pour blos ſüngulare. 
Nuoth che, this wozd in remembzanee pee tale, 
Lobe whom yi like;they ſay love hath ud lach. 
Muoth dee, who hath inte his tompanie > Y 
A god fellow/asLodowick now E ö 
And in bim truteth: Am A not bound again Hou 
To withhim'gwb wherethithe iyeth tn pain. 
With my power in ſo far as map. 5 
Doubtlefle,Padanie,Jcold not ſay himnay: 
ThereſozeF think yon Ladie traill and trew, 
Would ves vonchlafe on Lodowickto ew, 
On him to: mpantom und pittiee 
Thatis 6 toze wounded in pour beantie, 
A wozd of yodirs wonfd nike him whole aguin, K. 
Vim to relieve dt ali and pain? 
Let not bis death bee no wile on f 10 1 
Foz that thiug ſhallyonthononr great vegrain | oor 
If ye abſent fromhinipoiit'ge W kindnelle, | 
Each man will liythar r merctleſte. 
She ſaid, Goob fir, blu ve ſerde great crime, 
Df mes re get no anſwereat this time, a | 
ore- 


Dd, 5 


The ſeven Sages . 


Tberetoꝛe paſſe on your waxes, larewe ll, ew. 
pee are to blame ſq ſharply to perſew' | 


F02 any mau, but if it wers your ſell, 


Pale on Your war, as now no moꝛe I fell, 


* [Ye to his leave, and veparted anone, 


- * ] Eaeh man chouid not knowLavies pꝛiditie: 2 — 
But at the lack to Alexander the ſa s. 


#5 4 t&- &- 1 8 


The moꝛn ag ain to the mertat is gone, 
and bought a belt, which ten times was moze detr, 


Noz was the cloth, and als the gay heavgetr, 


Pꝛelenting it unto the Ladies ügbt, 

| On Lodowicks name the worull wounded wight. * 

2: | When the perceaved the gifts coſtly was 
Into her (elf Che keſt and did comp alle, 
| &uch diverſe things as needes not to be ſhown, - met 


$oz to each man in no kinde tobe known: 
Therefoze as now I think beſt let them bee, 


9 -- * 


J wot not wetl to bs mo bes oz glad 


: ] At your meſſage, but wonver loath weremee 755 


In my de fault that any man ſhould die, e 
4 mans lite to loſle to ĩack ot iave, 1 
It I ſo did A were gteat to cepꝛove ff > 
Che re ſoze pee ſhall have in this 9 e 
Inmy chalmet J will give him p:olence. _ * 1 22 
At the third honte that pat is od r midnight, © | 


- | Pr chaimer denz he ſhall ande opon right. 
| Shew pe him lo, this is my minde and will, _—_— 


Pour minde,quoth he,Padawe I ſhall eta: 


| Oftbe anſwere Alexander was glad, 


a to the chalmer,andtoþis Fellow ſaid, 
tolo, 


VER. — 


 Lodowick na winks ng fo: love, Foz 


2 


have not hainde tu hant fi — et 

be companis of yon pedo gent. et 
Dowbeit ſometime the ſtenmg not all confent: 1 
Pet not te leſſe ſome grace Ahave obtained, 4x an 
To your intent ſofar to her A meaned. f 
= great fabour.to you A habe purchatt, 

nd I believe all is come fo; the beit: % 

Elberefoze be blith,aud take you god confozt, _ 1 
With clean courage now get vou up at cart: 1 
And in ſecret I will you hewa thing. | 
To her chamber this night I thallyou bzing, 
Where that yee ſhall right wonder 1 4 1625 
And well intreated with that gar Ladis. on 
When he that beard, he was conragions, 
Both hail and feir, jocund and als joyous: . ...... + 
Asblith in heart, and ſturt away was wozn, . ..;|j 
As ever be was from flrſt dax he was bon: 
Was never bzive ſo blith o Thaidegramn, 
Was ueber bird 10 blith to light on blom; 
Noz vet ſparhalk ſo blith ta gat her pzay, : 
Noz vet tbe lark in t ite Per: 
Never menſtrall ſoblit of his reward, 
As Lodo my ppm" hothltichtngs beard, 
But fo2 fo peak of perfitepotingars,. 

Fino pbrctans, mar vollaus medicinars, . 
Clarks af canning, and tounſellours of bale, 

Charmgxs of th: ſtg,and giversof liblegl; 
I never read into no book noz place, 
as Alexander. to 0 in 510 cace, 


y 


| | go 2 n tend. 


591. 


Lin mo hey, 


Aua Alexander obim ew. 
wthe Lady all bis maln maladie knew: * - 
how ſhe was ofhis 5 ent, 

be that did purchaſe her conſente 

Iddexander convored Lodowick that nights." Wy 

Eee chamber of that fait Lady bat : 

nich whom he was tu or and mer! b. 

0 and from bencefozth eder ken Aind nete. 
in uch a ſozt where that ane mag content, 


-|Githout contrare the other gabe conſent: 
4 ;[$6 £111 they aled ip others co! 2 | 


ela bing well all was dene ok 
pars 


#| e 
t among n Mead ſquares,” 
ch 1 Ed in great kindneffe,, . 


effe- 
4 did coutpite dis dend, 4 
bo 


— rant dente fi Hap tk 71 


Into ſo fagfcom all ſuch tyer e 

And ſuffeted well Lod owick 

YHowbeit oftimes inti 3 67 | Jeapers 

Foz 8 Alexan cr we 1 


8 net kneten a deal, 


But the Lady knen it twayyzous wen: 

lhozt 7 te was g meſfage fend, s 
Out of Egypt by Wzitingmaküm ten. 
Chat or the lat 3 their ing, 
Which above them-many a pear dit Ling. 
Requiring home Alexavdet ta come, : 
And with honour receive bisownKingyome: £Y 
Foz bis Lade the Kin 6 7 
Ot bis ablence tk both tear andeair 1 
Becauſe the.realme waaneſalate at 4 head, oh 
Unto that 3 was dead: . 


ſaying 


| o:thokE zitfin 
F 
"Þoitbebovet ae aA FRAN. 
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The ſeven Sages . 

If that your grare wililicence — 

| 4 Lithout your favoneF .it na licence ahb. 

Naeitbont your leaveo2 3 ſhouldlicapretake, . 

{I bab rather both crown Wp realmefozſake:- 

— 4 n theſe effaires what ever it pteaſe your grace, © 
Not very truth ſa Kandeth eben the cace. . 3 
1 n 

A ot your departing mine heart ta right deabie: | 
F023 held vnn amongſt my ee be: 718 
¶ Into mine houſe aner the potncipall, 

But it becomoth nat an Gueperour: -- 
Into no ſozt naa vet is his honoux; 

Ao bis lerdante to mabniewediment, 899932 
Tee ee IT 
¶ vat tar rather ta help them that ſupylle,, 

To greater giftes and bigber dignitiez 
A Therefoze go pe from my-owartreceave: 
Als much gold as ye pleaſe fo; to has. 

1 With my-bleſCing and with mineniwanpeart, 2 
In God bis name I fre you to depart» .. 
And bade farewell and ſa he tok govdnight, 
Hauen knlght 
+ br ſozis of his art departings, 

4 5 both with eld and eng, 55 

8 gowich and with him Florentine, *: 

4 —— convoymdhim mies nine: 
F —— 1 

9210 | the no; - | 
1 2 — lan 
1 It wonlv hade mave a tem trigh 


God Florentine Wo Tekin two! * 
Alexander then tu her up again, 
Comfozfed her ot her dolour and de 
e 
omſozted m ds ei 
Then ſaid to him m g cello w and bzother, - 
— Whom J tobe det ot men above all other? 
In time to tome to to k v kom unt, 
Cbis I youſay ek nl os oye 
Touching ſecretsthat ia dot ce, 
keping them quiet oz yewiltfulfer WW 
Wherefoze take dad and enk rigyt laben, 
Do pe not Wann 1 
Fowl 3.0m in m es : 
come but voirdt and have rou at tuch th 00 
area atted detelt and "= 
Both dax andnigh Wall pou check and epi, 
To ltæ if thep r ange pon with eme, 
Wherefoze bewaer und take goon herd in ne, 
Foz if they cawehalle a 
Oz you rebuke fately 
With the Empityurin 
Wherefoze the ze ther Wir 
e 1 
R apr” 
But wo alace therein whaeQailY % 
22 
e 
am otmend here — wo is me- 
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thing, 
little xi 
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Pet not the leffe af der he had ſuch the 
26 eee taineconts be mowgh 
9 | 
Do heagain ſomotiurcs toher did baut, 
Then Guyde that perceiding was _—: 
 - Onthem to walte while that he knew fherrath: 
at Lodowick had withKLady Florentine, 
great kindnefſe that ho thought after 'ſpne; 
onfldering well the truth thac de vin know, 
— the Emperdur de gay hots 0 
Do in his minde he held it quietly, | 
With falſe veceit while he dis time miete. 7: 
Upon a time the'Empetour in his ball, 5 
Talking abont among the nobles alt: 
377 greatly the . UN 
Df Alexander the wiſedomeand kinvneſſe: 12. 2 = 
he laid he was boch be rtuous true and wie, 
To gupd an baue right well he could dere: | 
| eee 3X 
S6farpzaiſedheonghtadt toꝛ to bei 74 
Hoꝛ fo2 to det6mmendes| spe wen, ae 
A great treafour in your peng bath hebe: $200 E 
The teu an de een that ene, 
ben laid Guydo 1 chan ven tell traely;” 
To your dug ter pe habe UK faire,: 
Che which ſhobilobe appearantly wan. 


l = ka 48 8 AG © ies 


. 5 +; 2 * 


and by the Wing Fi alſe E 1 and | 
Ot bim Lodo wie Hath do 


Even ſonightly ohn ac ebe fais 


De hath bis will df hat kalte Kab white: 
And all this came by the fatle fittetl gb, tg 
Df Alexander that he wzought day and n lade, og 
when the Emperoar beard ers ohin told, — 
In his minde he b asmodey! * 
In that ſame time Lodowick tame e 1 
And upon him the Empereurſon vidcall: 
Saying what's this that A hear tell of ther, 
If it be true thou ſhalt behangedhie- cage 
Then ſaid Lodowick andPleaſe your noble grace © 
pe will me how thereof how excl £4 
Then laid Guydo tn open audience 
Pere J avow in your graces pieſente, 
Chat Lodowicklyes with Lade 7 
do ſure as fands on crai this headof mins: 
And ſo he bath deffled the e 5 
| vabich I ſhall pzove on him in Tee, PRO 
on bis body and thereat tall fand, M: 
- | Defend it now it thon dare take in hand. 
| Then ſaid Lodowick pleaſeth your — ä 
A am ſakeleſte at von he fayeson mne: 
And right falſeliehelavethon ee, 
alte, 


* * 
3 po 1 n 


. 


= 4 — 


& - 
4 * ww 


Ay * _ — ; 
all 


ubich I chall pꝛote whene 

s into God A trow to unde remead. 
All this talſet wall lighton his own heav+- - * 
Then keſt Guydo his glovt votn , 5 
Lodowick n li ur _ BY 


ad | 5: 


A, <= 


—_ 
e 
s 


Ng , I-will (har Leal adies 125 beten 3 4 
it beart and d dmy send: Fe 
Lhe Emperour then ta them both did alſigne; 7 
A certain day of battell and fighting: 5 5 
And to them boih he bade ſilence and reſt, L 
Then bade hem paſſe where that they pleaſed beft; 
Then paſt Pu any e fra — : 
And all the cace he made 
Dfher father in open ar 1 7 
And how that he nd day, 
Auvunts her 90 (Ont can Thy, * | 
Now orent ine my Lady f air and gent; 
At now behobes to wozk with 2 . 
Df you alwayes: fo; ſa matter fands, 


I cannotſcape undeadof Guydoes hands: 


y 


Foz why? if A had denxed to him batteli 
Then had J yeld my ſelfascriminall,  - 
And of the 2 mylelfgailtie, - 
There foze fozce was ti connterfit niflies | 
Such like Guydo is wonder ſtout and trong,. - 
In fait ot armes ge hath been uſed long. 
—— knew i panie Nett . 
| t Alexander to Pers: 
A K and and ta leaf pero, "2 . 
And to his ltrength] pariſon: 


a n, 
If 3 bim m 1 field. t thall betbene 
Without refuge J que bi 7 


ze! a, flanver and ſhame. 3 
| N 5 Then 


pet nevertheleſte — ar 


The ſeven Sages.” 

Then Florentine tu Lodowick this can ſarx, 
Dince luch à chance is arten, 
And J think vou deſparid in one ports > Swi 
And in this caſe over weak ſprited 4 


I think it befrom the greatei to 
Thefirf ill is. if xe you gutitit grant, 


Then thallJ ay both manage, 5 


And pe alſo be put to cxuen vead, © 
And J foz ay my life itilangourlead: 221.3 
The ſecony'tstfyetobattelt don 


4 pe are ſo weak and feevieof pet ſoun. | 


And Guydo is lo ſtrong, and als hardie, 


| That ve vonst gainiftandbim Kralhes te, 


And ſo alwapes I can finde no remead! 
Pow ever it go there is to you but dend, 


' - | Wherefoze herein ve dali me coanſeli dos, 


8322 , Cath 
R 3 * * Pn „ IE * 


en 


pe ſhall hut late mp father ſwn paſſe to; 


And chew to him on your molt humble wille, 


hat pour father upon his death bed lxes. 


Whereof now there is w2itings come yon tfll, 
Deftring him it that it be his will, 
Top:0zogate the dayof battelifet, 
That ye may go and tome again but let: 
Jn the mean time with pour father to ſpeak,” 


Bx thereaſon helyes fo wonder ck: 


Chat yemay know his perfite latter win, 
Do that ye may in ali points to fulfill, p 
And foz to.ſpeak with him two woꝛds 02 thaw + 


| Fozth of this wav 0; he depart and dis. 


a . * 
# 5 - +56 
* —— 
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So when be date | ned plot n 
To Alexander ina e ö 
F n matter ow, 


: A2 ben 5e. nd him anos tenen 18380 
That be would cams and to ſupply * place: = 
Contcare Guydo and wi 5 41 
Betauſo vont ſelf to ds 17075 begbt. 
This counſell then it pleased Ge well, 
Even as be ſaid ia did he eberꝝ dell. 
Licence obtained and als pz e 
Co Alexander Lodowick frak his journey, . + -: J 
Small reft he tk but rade both. day and night, 
TillEgypt NA neantoright. - | 1 | 
To the caſtle thi e e * b 
When the u ing pore, Lodon ick | 
He marveiled great thecanſeofhi, n 
r s 
As his bzother even ſo wit him bath tane: 
all yonour he did bim there receive, 
As rate ro ada 
vick 1 qoniggy khn, 5 


The CV fy ;. 5 | 

g Then 'f Con wenn erat” 

At our parting ſome haue which I inde tres = 

- + | Saying I ſhoald in feilowſhip one habe, 

| Intoyourfteadperchance: ould ms veceave; 

And lv in waite my ſecrefstoefpy, r. 

. 7] Whichnowthvevright wonder TEN 

of Yo ſatd without J were me tirtumſpeck. 

- | Jn wbich my telt in ſome patt did neglect: _ 

> | F02 one Guydo the Rings on of Spaine, 

Into your toad with un de dio remaine. 

And by teefon hemp fecretsnotknew,. 

To my Lady I durſt᷑ nat well perfew. © 

And lo atiength 1 could not long abfteen, 

At chancd him know the tetrets us between 
ben me actuſed befoze the Emperoue, 

= | Which untome was utter diſpleaſure. 

I | Andbath pzomiſedin battatl tomake god, 

:: | That I vefyled the hie imperiall blood: 

Leo hand fohandinbattell we mut tegbt. 

To counter dim by mine hand babe benbt, 1821 

This day eight dayes the battell ſhould be done: 

Nuoth Alexander fozſoth that is abet on. 

I Pozequoth odo wick Guydo is out and Kranz, 

I] De hath bien uſedinagsof 1 wars long 
But I am weak and feble as pokends 

| From his great dintsJ cannot medofend. ; 

Py Florentine therefozegaveme counſel, WD 

| — to ſhew the rauſe and mattes hall. *- 

Foꝛ ſhe bein des zou aꝝ — LEAR N 
47 to —— 1E 
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8555 Thee ges. 7 
. — vepan aps, "0 and 
Both meundherin this nereilitie: 7 
Then — nn Sd A 
Is there any knowes ys me hers aways - e422] 
But Florentine? (quoth Ye) fozlwth — 
Foz each mai frowes to France that 1 ala gone, .. 
Foz to viſtte my father lying fich, 
| Whole lame wozys tothe Emperour I bub 

Fo that efeahedidpzolongtbeday, -: | 
And J at pil} to vsaam tame away» . 

Qnoth be ſhew fozth what Florentine hade defirs, 
Oz what's tho thing at mache din require. 
Oz what conaſell gabe Florentine topon? 
That J. ſheuld help in tuhat maner and ho: 
Then Lodowick ſain O my moſt conſt ant itieno 
Thus ands the cala ehen this din che mein, 8 
Conſidering wetwobe wonder lines, 
Cbat ve ſhould come with Guydo batteil alte: 2 

And noue knowing but Florentine alane. 

The battell done veto come homeagain; 
And I fiklike in court to pzeſent me, 
As J had-donetheac andfeopardle, 
Alexander ſaid the batteli ve habe ſet; | 
This day etghtvayesto xhtwithontten let, 4 
I — —— 1:8 Þ 
— — 4 
maozne-withoutten 
not ſ@that'J can well bothers: ©: 
— — (ay hee, 


— ——— da, 2 12 
| And 


and my ſubjects — 
ay 


Chat they be here the manu amp hog 
ep I journepthoughI ride at the pot. 
ot mr wedding the day istint andigf- 


Jf I go not and ſa hn the battell, 


Then Florentine and Pears loſt but tal, = 
* | Thercfoze Lodowick what: think — 101 * 5 


bat ye deviſe here q apple thereto-. 
Lod owick hearing ſuch excuſe re 


Lo fall in ſwaun where that pe £0 mas inn. 4: 
/ | Began to ſigh. andſozrajy manifold, {|| 


Fo: to his heart catched'was cares cold, 


- | Saying, all woandgrisfto me betides 


-* | $ozrow and cars now-commetb au every ſides, -. 


* 
* * 4 % 4 


| But ve ſhali bear in 
Into ſo far as wetws 


And foz that eanie ther nom nat 32 


Yerceiving that Alexander to him (pid, 


| Let be ſuch ſturt take enmſoꝛzt and he glad; bo. = 


Foz I will not fazfake rnuthis hen., 
Though Xſhonld both ene wile and heritage; 
unt what J — + ee 


And as ye knowit is notiong ago; - 
The Emperours ronrt dithexNlace cam fra; +; 


Pet am I not well knaws intbis couptvie, 1 * 4 


- © 
$ 


Pany of my L,e2ds as pet habe not ſenane+ 


They take you fo2 me ia mine ablence. - 2 
Chereſoꝛe here ſhall e tari and abi: 
and in my ted ye hail wariemy haide: rei 
Then bal» the ſeaſl with-greatſalemnidice : PE 


a like ane, Batt 1 2 


2 

5 od 
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| eee, ni 
To wy renownpertalnethozhoneltic, © = faut 
Do I foz von do vs ſuch lixs fo; me PF [Thc 
r 22 

neal wiſehowbelcthet pher 90d 


No ther cafe e ee ee why 5 
— — Tel 19 4 Ahe 
Loup upon hozfe and to thevattell tent. ee; 
Anoetay cps yoni ban rt. „ 4: 
Then your aciondebait wich exe an ies: J 
Ano tr that Gov grant mothvvictozte; > /'- . - 


Without tarte 1 allt | in. F Ne 7 
Nav tacit ere, (2 14:2-4 39þ 
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 Untothe court See e n Left 
— 2 me Dou 
| Lodo wick difo arfomedill ute cpo inan. > ou 
Into Egypt eXAlexanded io hav bens: : - 
And one the nde Lodowick tit noveltle, - = n * 
Paſt to the coast with great tolemuitie: 541 dQ 
A ane his wi arrhorprch with ar hg 8 1 Ke 
ad a * Icon 
bund unt Adder it baden, Fo 
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Great hondur, lose, e eee 0 

* or the greatL,03ds and nobles tj * - 

v -N Arber e "NEL 
YLpen when 28 men N 


A bereof the had great dar tell and 
„Aon the firſt night that toute i aſund er: 
M do he each ni ana didromary,-- © - | 
"of Jer bevfeitow white the King cams gain.. 90 | 
e ele ee eee. 3342 | 
Eo tbe reafon the ten N ww | 
i] Row let Lodo wick and the Muten byde arg | 
Ans we will ſpeak of Alexanders fame, 7/75 
by: Eben cams belibethe day of to ; 10 S 
Alexander tothe ur he HEY 
ul — ſald S molt 1785 | 
to your grace ng | | 
4 rtr my DEEDS 2 
1 Doabting nothing , ps | 
ook E eli witze n 
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0 Confozme unto a 

2] Foz veleve wel ge 
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F Foztonn — Won quarrel and baths 
| Howbelt ve fight cant rate an champion. 
quietly de paſſed under cür ce, 
Les Florentine the hie gate toward fure, 4 
dine ming ſhe wa 3 glad, 
tobe kinn hep and ate fl: | 
Biel bs the time that ye are nn come here. 
From all 3 aue de my cherre. 
28 o tie 
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The ſeven Sag 


..:| Quoth Florentine, ſhozt kindneſle there bath been I 


Oz elſe old love that bath been them between: 


Bunt tt tuch thing that Lodowick now bath wrought 


Pour coming pere I think it is foz nougbt; 


1 Ber countenancs to keep bads fill the cop, 
-; | YowbeitJ traw ſhe liſt not dzink a dzop. 
Then Alexander perceaving her patiente, 


Yer lowlineſe,and gentle cauntenance, 
No longer be would hold her into noy - 
But turndher ſturt incontinent to joy. 


G Quoeth he. Ladie. be biith,and make god care, 
Al he hath done is done foz your welfare: 


pe know right well none is in woꝛlo moʒe like 
Jn all faſſouns,noz I'm to Lodowick: 

do when he came, and told mee his eirand. 
Even on the mozn my bzydail ſhould have ſfand: 
And by reaſan J could not keep dyef, 

Noz vet to bids the day of bzydail ſet 
Becauſe on him ſo ſtrangelꝑ came the cace, 
Rindneſſe cauſde me to put him in my place: 
o J caulſde him in my place foz to paſie, 
No man knowing but the ſame man JI was, 
And wed my wife as J had been my ſoll. 
And I to take the chance ot ths battell: 


4 Foz if that A while the b:ydell.was done 


Had bidden hams, J bad not come ſo lan: 
To the ſixth dax of batteli that was ſet, 
Tet then I thought my bzpdell ſhauld not let; 


80 him lett in my realm to be king, 


While A return, and routo — b:ing, 


* The ſeven! ag es. 
1 I f he was blith it nedes not foz to talk, 
He ton his leave, and tochalmer div walk · 
But Florent ine there was nons that could tell 
Df very truth but it was Lodowicks ſell. 
Do on the mozn the day of battell was, 
And Alexander unto the fleldcan paſſe, - 
Into ſuch gear as then to him effeared, 
And on his ſt ted ſo ſtout iy he him ſteared; 
Chen itghted down like a ken cruell knight, 
To the Emperour the hie way raiker right, 
WBetoze Guydothir wozds to him be ſaid, - 
My great Soveraign acryme is on mit laid 
By this Cvydo, falſly befoze your fate 
Pe me accuſde befoze your noble grace, 
Saying that J had carnall knowledging 
Df pour daughter, and ber fleſh defiling, | 
Which to your Grace it were great difhonour, - -- | 
And J ſuchlike to you a great traitour: 
But hereA [wear,and-als affirmesſurelp 
By the great God that bled his blood fo m, 
By the E vangels that our Saviour ſpake, 
And all the mights that God in woꝛld did make; 
That I never in no manner at waer 
neh pour daughter, as Guydo did yon off 
Sry minde was not to do her diſhonour, ]- / 
Into no way to your Grace diſpleaſure: - 
and I this Da by help of God his grace 
Upon Guydq ſhall pzteve befoze your-face,. - 
T bathe bath lyedin deſpight of his heart, 
And all bis kin, and toho will takohis part. 


' | Chen ſaid Guydo, vet I ſay once again, 


The ſeven Sages. . 


Befoze your grace thou art a traitour plain: 
And als J ſwear by God omnipotent, 


| With thy own lech dis daughter tt ou baſtſhent, 


To thy pleaſure and thy foul appetites, 


| Ay when thoulift,o2 therein bad delite, 
| Ever each night had her at thy pleaſour, 


Which was to her great ſhame and diſhonour; 
And als unto the Emperours Pajeltte, 
Opon treaſoun which J ſhail pzove on the, 


upon thy head, in contrate all thy kin, 
Come and defend, if thou wilt wozſhip win. 

' | Chen heraulds cride with loud voice hie on hight, 
- | Together go, we pzay God ſhetv the right: 


© | Incontinent they Tendedon their ſteades, 
- [Like valiant men into their weirlike weids, | 
as two bold beirs together both they ran, 


Each one was like to ding down ho2zſe and man, 
- | Speirs ſpꝛang like ſparks, as fire doth off the flint, 


* [There durſt no man endure their doubtſome dint: 


nden ſpeirs were paſt their thinand ſwozds dzew, 


- [Wbile piait t mail all into flinders flow; - (ids, 


* [Their ſwo2ds they ſwang while their ſterds ſwat at 
- [The gilten ſpurs the chevals skin thzow glyds: | 


- - [Froth ran fra froutsof the fierce fo2ffe ſteeds, 


- [White bozſe and man both at the baſnet bleids: 


_ * [Stif fxikcs they ſtrike, of others tad none aw, 


[While Alexander at laſt an pope 2-4 


ſon Guydoes neck a naked placg bee (j pres, 


Whi 


* god lperd 2 ſtrikes « tlie 03 thalle n 


* * The ſeven Sages. - 
While at the laſt thereat he ftrake ſo lang, 
All the barnefſs was there away hee dang: 
Dpnetbhereafter but any moze delap 
a put Guydo into a felloun fray. 
Guydo that ſes again upon him ſets, 
Ok his goꝛget a buckle oz two he frets: 
And ſtrake his gozget down upon his bzeſt: 
Alexander another ſtraik waild neiſt 
Upon his neck, which he perceav'd was bair, 
With a l bis ſtrength a ſtraik he laid on there. 
While both their ſtædes ſcakred upon the found, + 
And Guy does head it happed on the ground, | 
Then ligbteddown and ton it in his hand, 
TotheLadtett ſent into pꝛeſand, N 
Mhereot ſhe was right wonder blith and glaiv, _ +I 
Co her father the ſame ſhe bure andſaio, = 
Father, behold the head which upon mæe 
Do falſip leidſuch feid unfaithfullp, 
Mhich vou and me at his power dekamed. 
But the blameleſſe himſelt hath made unblamed. - 
The Emperour ſatd, the valiant diqoꝛie 5 
B Lodowick wꝛought is now ſhown patiently, 
Beleeving well that Lodo wick it had ben. 
Then ſaid Lodo wick, it map be heard and ſæn: 
Fo: ve have ſaved this dap ftom chame and N 
Pour own bonsaur, and als my datighters baith: 
And fcom thencef@zth the moꝛe ay vie ſhali and 
In my favour height vou by m hand: f 
And hereakter who e ver voth pou detkame, 
Jn that — * blame, 4 


. 


L 4 
* 


The ſeven Sages; 
And af my hand ſhall bee accuſde ot cryme, 
That ſuch thing talkes ol pou at any tyme. 
Then Alexander ſaid to the Emperour, 
The vicazy is ay at Gods pleaſure, 
Who truf in him no way he will them waack, 
oz their faſt canſehe will not thꝛow aback, 
But alwapes will defend the innocent, . 
and will not thole the ſakeleſſe to bee ſhenf, 
:[Þincc he bath ſent me to the viozy, 
Thanks evermoꝛe to him allanerlp. 
But now my moſt redoubted Lozd and Ring, 
dumblp pour grace Jrequireofa thing, 
From my father when Jlaft did depart, 
vs was ſo vert with ſickneſle at his heart. 
 +|Chat wee belie ved nonght but ſudden dead, 
And now this cace as pee know come on head, 
That J might not at that time ay remain, 
Now J would have licence topaſſe again, 
Lo underſtand in what (fate all things ſands, 
Rand thereafter to put rule in my lands: 
And it bee bee of ſickneſte convaleſt, 
_=[While J return I chalt take little reſt.” 
[The Emperourſaiv,your languagsltkes me well, 
But J would not, ſo mot my ſoul have ſeel, 
b :|Want your ſervice,noz pour daylp pzeſence, 
pet not the leſſe J grant you good licence, 
Fos ſuch affaires as ye have ſhown to mee, 
To pale again into pour own countrie: 
Athen ton he leade, and bade each onegwd-night, 
To his own realm rade hame that gate fullcight: 


LIMI 
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The ſevenSages. 


To lk aboutte the wall head did gang, 
And percea bed an hozſeman coming faſt, 
When Alexander knew well at thelaft, 


Abom when he law. de was both blithand glaid, þ 


Then beartfully receaved him, and ſaid, 
O moſt true freind of all my freinds alive, 


Pe are welcome ſo far here as J may, 

Pow have ye done, and ſped in your journey? | 
Oꝛ what an end have ye bzonght it anto: 
Nuotþ pe, Lodo wick, now bave ve lefle ado 
Noz of befoze, foz Guydoi ts departed, 
eWherefoze be blith, and wonder merrie hearted; 
A wot I ſent his head to Florentine, 

To her father the it pꝛeſented ſine- 

A bere foze go ye unto the Empersur, 

Fo; now pe ſtand far moze in bis favour, 

Noz ever pee vid befoze at any time, | 
And als ye axe made clean of all the crime, 
That Guydolayed with pour fair Ladie, 
Touching your fame and your own honeſkie. 
Chen ſaid Lodowick,it næ ds me ſay no moze, 
Mu life oftimes pee have pzeſerv's befoze, 
And now my life and als my honeſtie | 
Duchlike p:eſerved the fame of a Ladie, r 
Which by no wap J can not recompente, 
But my heartie wtiland benevolence: :. 
Then they embzaiſt,at others tok goodnight, 
And Lodowick rade tothe Emperour right: 


An this mean time Lodowick thought great lang, 


Whoſs great kindneſſe my wits can not deſcrive; | 


Bo 


* Foz all his court delt ded his own pꝛeſence: 

| Sucblike his guen the matter nothing knew, 
Foz noman was that ſuch thing to her ſhew. 

Lpes when night came Alexander him ſped - 


The ſeven Sages. 
No manknowing Alexanders abſence, 


Glithout tar ie untothe quæns own bed, 


l Don in his armes bee hint her in all haiſt, 
e: : 
I | With all pleaſure that dio thereto pertain, 


Mith kait ſweet wozds right tendecly embꝛaiſt, 


Oz into bed a king do to a queen. 

Nuoth ſhe, wherefoze lince firſt yee did mee wed, 
And 8derp night Jlayanto your bed, 

p never ſhew lobe no2 kindneſſe to mee, 
Noz no friendſhip while now, Pow may this bee? 
Foz I bslieve pee had judged (ome crime 

In mp coutrare, which never in my time 

J committed unto your noble grace, 
Whereof Jam aTonied in this cace: 

Dat ok my minde it can not well depart, 

But ſtill remain at the ruites of mine heart. 
Quoth he, theroat why areyeediſcontent? 
All chat J did was done in good intent. 

Jn god intent, quoth ſhe, there I ſay nay. 
Foz every night pee laid between us twax 

A naked lwoꝛd, and never covet moze 
Ot my porſoun,and know no cauſe wberelaze. 
I did all that, ſaid he, ſoz pꝛobatioun, 

And als of love a great conſicmatiaunnn 
Bet wesn us tioo of ever laſting lobe, 
On ſuch a lozt A thought J would van pzove, | ; 


4 The ſevenSages. 
In all my dapes t all not finde again 

A naked ſwoꝛo in bed between us twain- _ 

Zet not the4cfleths queen ſaid in her thought, 

In all my dapes foꝛget ſwali I it noughtz 

Chat love thou trowes foz to obtain ot me 

In the deſpight I challit weak on the. 

Pet nought ſhe ſaid, but thought it in her minde 

How ſhe might turn her love to other kinve. 

There was a knight whom ſhe loved of befoze, 

And from hencefwzth ſhe loved him moꝛs and moꝛze: 

At laſt they two bethought them of one thing, 

How they might beff lay and deſtroy tho king: 

Between them two a conceat ſon ther fand, 

Gave him p:pſon,and thought that he fra hand 

bhonld be but dead, and vet his complexioun 

At was ſo ſtrong, it tk no infectloun 155 

In his intrals, but bzake fw2th from his beart 

Into the fleſh, and ſhew the ſelf out ward: 

Do by wozking within a ſhozt pꝛoceſſe 

It was converted in other (oze ſickneſſe, 

Incurable ap holden among us, ö; 

And turnd into a leper Lazarus, 

While that no man with patience might bim [&, 

And all tho Lo2vs deipiſd his companie, 

@aying,It is a thing right odious 

A loathſome leper foz to ring over us, 

Fo2 bis childzen, and alt his wholeoff-ſpzing 

Mitboutten fa: Hall have the ſamine thing, 

And l ..9g0:t.him ofall dignitie 

They adit denude ko; hin inficmitie,.- 


26: 


Quk ok his realm as a begger him dzabe, 


While he behab d ta beg among the lave. 
In the meane time of Nome the Emperour 


Paped his due det wherefoze was great dolour, 


Who was father to Florentine ſo fait, 

Ok the impire ſhe was apearand air, 

And with aviſe of his counſell dis wed 

Lodowick her lobe, and bꝛought him to her bed, 
Wherethzow he was made pꝛincipall Emperour, 
And got the crown thereof with great honour: 
In that ſame time of France the noble king, 
Ladowicks father in likewiſe made ending; 

And payed his debt, as nafurall courſe him gade, 
And doth all thing that ever did life receave, 

And ſo Lodo wick came Emperour thzow chance, 


Suchlike he was the mightie king or France: 
About them both at once ſo did ha reigne, 


And both at once hee had in governing. 

Then Alexander who was latelꝑ depoſed 

From his kingvome the which he ſhold have joyſed, 
Heard tell foz truth Lodowick was Emperour, 
And king of France, and thereof poſſeſſour, 

Unto himſelk he laid, and tok in minde, 

J will go ſa i Lodo wick bee kinde: 

Foz diberſe times J have jeapard my lice, 

Both fo2 himſelf, and ſuchlike foz his wife: 

Now will 4 go. and ts him make my main, 


He will help me, A am ſure and certain: 


Do on a night Alexander up he roſe, 
Even as he might pazely put on his cloathes, 


4 The feveh Sages, 

Pee depped fozth with — hand " 
With cop and clapper unto the Emperours land: 
When bee came there he lat down at bis gate, 
Among theleper ſome almons fo; to get. 

Che Emperour came fo2th upon a day 
Ot his palace, to ſpoꝛt him and to play: 
Alter his play again to palace paſt, 

And to dinner each ons they bowned falt; 
All the leper tbey clappod and they cryed, 
But at that time all almous was denyed. 
So Alexander clappedas the reit, 


Unto the time the Emperour was ſet, 
Believing well ſome almous foz to get: 
So up be roſe, and ner the gate he went, 
Thereat knocked with merk minde andintent. 
The pozter ſaid, Whv's that that knocks ſo bold? 
MQuoth be, a po with yvn ſome rand would, 
Requiring you foz love and charitie, 

What ves will do ſome ſmalimefſage to me. 
Che pozter ſaid, whom to is that meſſage? 

Few are herein of whom v have knowledge. 
Alexander ſaid, God treind with xout pleaſure, 
e terand is unto the Emperour. 

The pozter laid, Doth your æ rand pertain 
To theEmperour? Jknow not what vee mean: 
bew the matter, and what is your-intent, 

Do ſhall I tell your tale incontinent. 

Pee laid, I pou require now fo2z Gods lobe, 

And foz bis ſake that ſits in heaven above, 


Whongh tder got nought to bide yet he thought bel; F 
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Eo pee and fell unto the Empecout, 


a man is here in ffckneſſe and dolour, 


roth and leper, and lazarus ver ſee, 


Requires his grace fo2 part of charitie, 
Foz God his love that creat hath all thing, 


and Alexanders ſake of Egypt Ring, 

¶ That he will grant mee licence in bis hall, 
Co eat bis meat befſoze his nobles all. 
The pozter ſaid, wonder of your wit, 
Uithin this hall that vee deſire to fit: 


I EFoz all his hall ot noble men is fow, 


 [Andthey at meat fozſcoth if they ſaw you, 
[They ſhould abhoz,and eat that time no moze, 
I think it beit to hold pon till therefoze. 


Quoth Alexander, J pzay you of godnefe, 
Foz God his ſake, and fo2 his gentleneſſe, 


To yonr Maler yes would hew my mellage. 


Get J almous pee ſhall not want your wage. 


L he pozter ſaid, ſo far as pee require 


Foz God his love, and heartly pou deſire, 
Pour errand do, the lame to take on hand, 
While I return ſeethat pee here ſtill ſtand. 
Then the pozter ſaid to the Emperour. 


. | Ballſing him with reverence and honour, 
Did his meCageas hee had got command, 


Po 


Bow ho2rible oz ugſume that bee bee, 
In all go haſte vee fetch him here to mee. 


The Emperour heard, and underficod fra hand, 
| When he heard the name of Alexander Ring, 
| Quoth he in haiſt that man to mee pee bzing, 


That 


i The ſeven Sages; 

That he may eat — — into me hall 
Into my pzeſence befoze my Loꝛds all. 
Lien the poꝛter unto the gate is gone; 
And Alexander bzonght tothe hall anone, 
Oꝛdaining bim into the hall a place, 8 
Where he might eat befoze the Emperours face: 


When he was well refreſht at his own will, 


A Gentleman belive he tald him till, 
Saying, Gad ſtr, require the Emperour, 

At that it be his will and his plealure, 

Foz Gods love firft,and king Alexanders fine, 
Me would mee give a cup full of his wine. b 
The Gentleman ſaid, That will J do to thee, 
But J believe that ſuch thing can not be; 
Fo2 if vee once of his tup take a dzink, 

Lo dꝛink therein he ſhall no moze I think: 
Vet not the leſſe thy rand I ſhall do, 

Let him ad vile if he conſents thereto.” 

The meffage then tothe Emperour he ſhew, 
But ſo [wn as that he the erand anew, 

Foz Alexanders fake the cup be ſend, 

Fild full of Wine that ot the beſt was kend, 
Dꝛant his pleaſure, and then he put the telt 

In his botteil that time he thought it beſt: 
Dff his finger a ſmall gold ring he thzew, - 


Which the Emperour long time befoꝛe that kne w, 


Becauſe the ſame he had given him befo:e 
An ane of lobe and freindſhip evermoze: - 
Mbich Alexander in the cup let fall, 

Then bade the Copper bear it thꝛob the hall, 


To 
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The ſeven Sas. 
To the Empꝛour, and the ſame let him ſœ, 
Who ſaid my freind. I chall it do truely : 


be cup and ring withoattea pꝛoceſle moze 


To the E mpꝛour the Copper ſoon it buie. 
The Emperour how ſan this ring be ſaw, 
Jncontinent full well her did it knaw, 

And wiſt right wellit was the ſamiie ring 
Chat be had given to Alexander king 

Into friendſhip, when ather did depart 
Out of the court, whereof bee at his heart 


Mas ſozrowtfaull,foz he knew no remead 


But Alexander his companion was dead: 
Oz elſe hee thought this poz man marvellous 
Bad gotten this ring by ſome great jeopardie: 


He commanded the lepernot depart, 


Mhile he had heard moze ſecrets of his heart, 
Fo: he knew not by fabour oznothing 
What man that was that had ſent him the ring. 


1 After dinner they tok him quyetly, 


Andiatd, Tell me the truth and veritie, 

And feinzie not to tell mee of this thing, 
Mhen, where, and ho ve hapned on this ring: 
Alexander ſaid, and pleaſe your q ajeſtie, 
What is the cauſe pe ſpear ſuch thing at m:: 
pe habe knowledge of this ring J perceave, -- 
Ic it was yours ye knaw where pe it gave. 
Lhe Emperout laid, right wonder well I know 
The ring, and man ſuchlike if J him ſaw. 
Alexander ſaid, J marvell that can bee, 

"ou know the ring, and no way vou knoto ma, 


Foz 


Fo ven Sages. 
Fo; Alexander J am of Egypt ling. 
Sometime J was to whoin vie gade this ring. 
hen bhethat heard, tohis heart ſtrake a ſtound, 
* Foz bery ſturt feli flatlings to the ground: * 
Eden rent bis robs, and keit his tiothes him fro, 
When he perceaved Alexander was fo, PN 
With ſoꝛe ſigbings, and ſobbingstohim ſaid, 
My dear fellow,how is this on you laid? 
Such ſoꝛe ſickneſle, and greatinfirmitie, 
Py heart it bꝛeaks ſuch thing on vou to ſte; 
Peare my lite my ſoul, and my welfare, 
Dy only freind and fellow but compare, 
Where ts your cozſe that was ſocleinly cled? 
Pour bold body that was ſo finely fed? 1 
Pour puiſlant pith, and ate that was ſo aut, 
Pour manly ſtrength whereof each man had doubt: 
Nuoth Alexander, this great infirmitie, - ' 
And uncleanneiſte which ver now on meſe, 
Foz the great faith true kindneſle and freindſhip - 
. That r ſhet when J left you in Egypt, | 
To wed my wife, there pour fidclitie 
Cauſed thts ſickneſſe to chance upon me: 
Faz into bed with my wife when ver lay, 
A naked ſwo2d ye lapd betwæn you twap: 
She bela bing it was not pee but J, 
Do fcemmedly in bed could with her ly, 
And foz that cauſe ſhe had me at hatrent, 
An other ſquire the choſde in loverent, | 
Between them two parpoſde to poyſonn mee, 
Woich is convert in this infirmitte; 4 9 
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And to return thereto J bade no trust. 
Ihe Emperour tek him about the neck, 
'  » | F032 verie love, and ſaid in this effec» 
IO mx moſt beit beloved true brother, 
| hom evermoꝛe 1 loved above all other, 
I ſoꝛrow ſazein ſuch ſozt you to ſœæ , 
- | Without remead maſtered in miſerie: 
But pe mult thole, and take in patience, 
and ik there may bee found any defence, 
- | Yelp oz remead that may your ſickneſſe ſabe, 
: | Fo2 gold oz gear but doubt ye ſhall it have: 
us thallnot fail to fetch fine pbyſicians, 
| With cunning clarkes, and perfite pzagicians; 
I | Roz vet hall mile foz many mediciners, 
bie 292 ſoz payment to p2ove all potingers, 
- | ith counſeis of maſters ans doctours fine, 

Foz all ſicknefle that can give medicine: 
Ants this ned if they can yon ſupplis, 
. | It hall not want foz gold,gear,no2 monep, 

Lo get you help wee ſhall not ſpare to ſpenv,- 
Though wa ſheulo ſeek unto the wo;ldgend, 
| Therefoze be blith, and take nothing in thought, 
| Chzangh all the woꝛld pour health it ſhall be ſought; 
. | Then to a chalmer belive they could him bꝛing, 
- | Mas wel pzeparv,wanting no kinde of thing 
ok poneſtie, noz yet was neceſſars, 
| Foz eaſe no2 health where bis bed was and lait. 
In this mean time the Tmperour gart pzepare 
| = * to pale, and ſan all whers _. . 


goth ol my realmthey. — — and tai, | 


Cunning eden — p2ofound 
Chat was expert in anꝑ land 02 ground, 

Ot whom there tome to him in werkes thꝛes 
Thirtie dog ours cunning in ali degree, 
The molt expert, and had experience 

An ſuch effaires belonging that ſcience, 

Df ſoze ſupplie pertaining phyſick ſpne, 

And was extold Maſters of Meditine: 

Lo whom a none the Emperour then ſaid, 
Pl rour comming Paſters J am right glad: 
Chis is the cauſe why Jſend foz you all, 

I have a freind the which lyes fick and thzall 
Incurable which only wee ſuſpect, 

As is leper, where with he is infec, 
Whereof if ve could make him haill and ſound, 
A would give gold many a thouſand pound: 
Alltbe riches J habe, and other geer- '- 

I would it give ts have him bail and fer. 

Che Maſters ſaid, Me ſhall vo diligence, 

By arte, phyũick, and naturall ſcience, 
Wogether with all poſlibilitie 

Him to recure ot his infirmitie, 

Pleaſe it your grace. mult us pardon all 

Me mult have ſight of the perſon ozincipalle.” | 
Wyhich all thirtie at once when they him (ſaw, 
Incontinent this ſicknelle they did KRnaw, 
And ſatd, It was a ſickneancurable, 1 
Mhich to remead no moztall man was able. 
Men the Emperour them heard deliver ſo, 
At his heart rute he was right wonder wo, 


. 


Remif- 


The even. 


|Kemitting all to the help and calling. 
f God above that help can all ſuch thing: 
The Emperourcalled unto him godly men 


Foꝛth of all pairts where that he could them ken. 


That were de dont with minde and thought inwart 

|Deftring them right humblte with his heart, 

I That they would pzay to God of his god grace, 
-[Chzow their pꝛaper if they could health purchas 

To Alexander which was a Ring with crown: 


By their faſting and als devotion. 


I And als himſelf fatted and pꝛapeb baylie 


Tpat God might have of his good friend pitie: 
upon a dap Alexander alone, 

Leing in bed in heart all wo begone: 

'| Pzaying to Godfoz ſome help and ſupplie, 

'| Ve heard a voice ſaying to bim on hie⸗ 


Alexander it that theEmperour, 


| Deſtreth thine health thine help and thy ſuscour, 
Ixet him go ſcon with his own hands fwa, | 

| Vis two poung Dons incontinent he la: 

| The which his wife at one burden them balr. 

At the laſt time ſhe was in chilp-bed air. 

| Wath thy body with the two babtesblod, 

-| Tby fleſh ſhallbe as fair, as clean, as gov, 

Ase ver it was in'anp time befo2n;” Ol 


D; as the fleſhofa babie new bozn: 


I Alexander heard and thus ſatd to him ſell, 


nik⸗ 


A think it not needfull this tale to tell: 
dz to be ſhown it's not expedient, 


Nature thereto b no wax will conſent. 
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No wonder was his heart fo: tobe wa. 
Fo: aftranger bis own two Sonsto fla, 
Thongh A be now in ſuch extremitttee ... 
Such a vaine voice ſhall not be ſhown fo2 me. 
Pet not the lefſe the Emperour night and bay. oy 
- Continnally at his n e 
Pꝛaping to God to ſend help and ſupplie, 
Co Alexander King of E gept ſhould be⸗ 
Do at the laſt came to the Empetour, = 
A voyce laying, why maketh thonmoze dalour: b 
Foz to get health to Alexander Ring. 
Since to himſelt᷑ is ſhown the ſamine tbingse 
Che Emperour then to Alexander nent, 
Saxing, be blyth and merrie in intent, 
D my good friend ſince God of his godnelle, 
Path ſhown remead and health fo; pour en, 
Unto vaur ſelt alone ſo ſecretlie,. | 
JI p2ay von ſhew. what faſhioun it ſhall be, 
| Godis remead ta all upon himcalleth, 
To them ien fozts beſheweth, 
| Andſinceſoisluch ſecrets to yau ſhown | 
| IJ woutd the lame ve ſhould make ts me known, . 
Co get yourbealthiif A might help therein, 
Chat to Welfare again we might you win: 
J cure no gold no: counts no wozlds geir, 
©0 J again might habe you whole and feit: 
J count no off, no2 yet none other thing 
Do von again to health if may ſon bʒaing. 
| Bolonot pour minde into no (ozt rom me, 
An ann thing that may your bealthſupplie: 
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= £02 might J deate pour ſickneſle into thꝛœ, 

- - [Pethouldnot have ſo great inürmitie- 

- | Þy wite and ye the two part ve ſhould have, 
And thethird part my ſelf it ould receave: 

[Knew J as ye were ve may have ſuppoꝛt, 

It to receave the tine ſhould be right ſhozt- 

Therefoze fear not foz me to tellthe truth, 

To help your ſelf ſ& no way ye be ſlueth. 

Then Alexander anſwered with minde ſo mk, 

Powbeltthat J fifteen times were mozeſixh; 

Even at the point of the moſt cruell dead, 

.- [Jcannot ſhaw the cauſe of my remead. 

No2 J would not that ſuch a thing were ſhown, 

__ » [PNo2J would not to any make it known: 

Fo2 tobeſhown it is ſo odious. 

And to nature ſo dane contrarious, 

Into this caſe pe muſt hold me excuſed, 

To habe mine health ſuch way quite IJ refuſed. 

LheEmperour ſaid my only friend and bother, 

Whom with mine heart J love abobe all other: 

Pave me in traiſt hade me in no deſpare, 

Izut the whole truth J pzay yon me declare, 

The thing is not poſlible to be done, 

] bpou foꝛ to cure but it ſhall be had ſoon. 

IcThereſoze J you require ot b;other head, 

] bede not from me that may be your remead- 

Alexander (aid, ſince even ſo is pour will, 

Ide whole faſhion 4 will declare vom till: 
Iith heartiemindehumblypzapying pour grace, 

2 N rour will is that A ſhow vou the cace: | 
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That ye will take mp wozds in pafience, 

And pa: don me where that J make offences 

Foz ye will think my wozds far by reaſon, 

Ned were therefoze pour Grace grant me pardon 

Mit and reaſon my talk will both impugne, 

- Belt were therefo:ein time to hold my tongue. 

The Emperour ſaid foz his ſake that you bought, 

Mithoutten fear ſhew me you minde aud thought 

Pe ſhall me findeto you traiſt and conſtant: 

Unto your bealth there is nought ye ſhall wanf, 

CThereloꝛe ſhew fozth your minde if you it pleaſe, | 

What ye ſhall ſap nothing ſhall me diſeaſe, 

Nuoth Alexander J will pleaſe your intent, 

As it was ſhown to me in verament. 

Pet once againyour Grace J will pꝛoteſt, 

Chat my ſharp wozds pour minde nothing moleff, 

By a great voice to me it was revealed, 

Bp a ſtrange way howthbaf JI may be healed, 

Pour own two ons your ſelf them foꝛ tofla, 

Aud me body weſh with the blood of tha, 

This is the way. wherethzow J may be haill, 

Wbich is to you a thing unnaturall: 

Chat the father his own two Sons ſhould kill, 

Mith his own hands fo; any rangers heill. 

And is contrare the courſe of naturall law, . - 

This was the cauſe ſuch thing JI durſt not cha 

The Emperour ſaid pe faile far to me there, 

That calleth your ſelt to be here a ranger, 

Foz in true faith and ſo m ſoul habe ſeill. 

us mine on ſeli à love you even as well: 1 | 
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Foz if Jhadfen bairnes per chance and mo, 

To get your health there ſhonld not one of tho: 
Son be unflain, I ſhoxtly you declare, 

Df this matter now we will ſpeak no mare: 

Go pe to reſt and make no more ado, 

With help of God all to god ſhall come to, 

The Emperour he waſted dap and night, 

And watched aboat what time that bet he might 
Come to his chake his own two Sons to ſla, 

Do on a day the Empꝛice fozth could ga, 

With her Ladies airlie in the mozning, 

To take paſtime into a gren eee; 

The Emperour ſaw and to chamber him ſped, 
Where the two babes lay ſleping on their bed: 
Ancontinent his whinger fozth he dzew, 

Aitßb bis own hands his own two Mons he flew; 
Cutted their thꝛoates and then keeped the blood, 
Howbeit the ſame tont rare his heart it tad; 

No marvell was howbeit his heart was wo, 

Be them begot and were his childꝛen two. 

And with that blood Alexander did wath, 

With bis own hands all his body and fleth: 
Mhich was als fafr incontinent and clen, 

As any time befoze had eber ben. 

And als god like in perfon and viſage, 

As when he was but twentie pers of age. | 
The Emperour then knew well by his colour, 


By his faſſonn his face and poztrafour; 


It was but doubt Alexander trnely, 


| Wherefoze in heart right wonder blyth was he. 


Foz 


e even Sages. 

Fo2 be befoꝛe knew not but this and ſo, 

. Whether it was Alexander oz no. 1 

But then doubtleſle Alexander he knew, 
Without deſpare it was Alexander true: 

K iſt him and ſaid, O my dear fender friend, 
Since firſt we knew andevermoze bath been: 
Pt pour perſon Jhave the knowledge, 

Pl vour favour your face and your village: 
Mhich many time J deſpzed toſœ, 

Wo eat and dzink, and be in company: 

Bleſt be the time ſuch childzen A begat. 
Chat bath you bzougyt to the ſtate ye are at: 
But yet none. wilt that the childꝛen were flaine, 
But Alexander and the Emperour alane: 
The Emperour ſaid, fince Godofhis gednelſe, 
Path made you-Whole of all your ſoze ficknede. 
I ſhall oꝛdain foz vou right quietly, -. .. ; - 
Wo paſſes {pace in honeſt company: 

Out from this place but eight oz myles ten, 
To that effec that none here ſhall you ken: 
And on the mo2n ye ſhall tend a meſſage, -: | 
Ot pour comming making to me knowledge: 


Chen ſhall J came with biyth andmerie (pit, 4 


Into all haſte caſt me-you-fo2 to meit: -. 5 
- -Tben ftiil with me al wapes xe ſhall remain, 

While we aviſe.toget pour realm again: 
Df this counſell Alexander was content, 
0 as they ſaid was done incuntinent. 
On the next day came to the Empetour,, Te 

A'meffenger who hailſed bim witd honour: ya 
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O my god Lo2d be blyſh and make god chere, 


| With land and gloze and honour 1. | 
| Ther? was blithneſfe, there was in armes bzacing; 


Time come of meat all was at table fett, 
_ Nothing wanted that needfull was to get. 


The ſeven Sages. 
Shewing tohim as they bad gotten command, h 
King Alexander of Egypt was at hand. 

The Empꝛice heaj and was right, wonder glad, 
To the Emperonr the haſted her and ſatd, 


king Alexander they faid is comming here: W 
Whom with we oft in great b'ithneffe have been. 
This many day by gone hath nothimfen: 
And would your grace be ſo god to make gate, 

Him foz to meet he would be blith J waite; 

J and my Ladies into dur beſt arrap. 

Shall pale with yon and mæt him by the way, 

This being done as pet nothing ſhe knew, — 
Chat the father his own two Sons ſlew, 

Che Emperpur laid it᷑ that it be your will, 

Chat tame journey blithly I will go till: 

Chen rave they fozth an honeſt companie, 

Lozds, Knights; Ladies with great ſolemnitie, 

Even ad they rade royallie thzonſth the fret, | 

In the mid-way thep Alexander did mæt, 

Abo hailſed other with all humilitte 


There was kind nelle, and there was great Kill 


There was kneling and there was coartelte, 
With reverence and great ſolemnitte. 
After talking withgovand true ten, 
All together into the palace went. 3 


Al OE 


E The ſeven Sages. 
Alexander was ſet at the hie deaſe, 


As ther were talking into merinelle, 
D Florentine mine own god wife and love, 


That ve domake Alexander ſuch cher, 
And is ſo blith that he is comming heer: 


It ſhould be done foz Alexanders ſake, 


Foz ye had not come to this dignitie, 
And diverſe times he bath ſaved pont life, 


Then A p2ay you take god had what I ſay, 
Into this hall ſaw ye not the laſt dap: 
A loth leper befoze your table ſat? 
Both meat and dzink as ve ſaw ſome he got: 


Deſired a dzink which I gart to him take: 
She ſaid my Lo2d, that mari right well J ſaw, 
A moꝛe ugl vet never one didknaw, | 
The Emper our ſaid, one thing A vou demand, 
pich I bele ve pe will diſcuſſe fra hand: 
A put the caſe that leper man had bæn 
Nins Alexander, that be ſe with your ene. 


With the Emperour and the@tmpzice at wel 
The Emperour ſaid unto his dwn Empꝛice, fon 
| Ithink mine deart in joy eralted babe: 


She ſaid fo2ſcaoth could I it better make, | / ' 2110 


ould not bis comming been to us gladneſte, 
And in ſpectall to youa great kindneffee 


Where ve are nowfozſctbhad notb&nhe, 
Pꝛincipall be was that got me to your wife: ＋ on; : — 


The Emperour laid your wit well A allow, 
What thinks on them that was ſo good to ron: 


And.foz Gods lobe, and Ring Mexanders 1. | 


by 


* 4 


. and his remead and health in pour hand lay, | 


„ 


nd 


| So Alexander therethzow might get remead. 
And make him alle eben as pe ſe him now? 


| Truly (quoth the) that here J take on hand: 


CThe loth leper that ſat into mine haw, 
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Even with the blood of yout own @ons twar. 
Behov d foꝛ to be bathed all about, 2 
Would pe not then with a ſlitfe heart and ſtout: 
Right well conſent that both their bloods were ſhed 
To the intent that bis health might behav? 4 
Their thꝛoates cutted, and do them both to dead, 


Chat woald J do{quoth the) God J abow. 

Had we ten ſons gotten us two between, 

I would conſent to l them with mine ene: 
Incontinent to te them dead zun flaine, 

Into that caſe to get his health again. 

They being flaine with my power and pith, 

Mine own two hIvs ſhould welh him well therewith 
Rather noz I ſhould leave him in kuch nerd, 
J would not cure to ſæ their thzoates bled. 

Fo; God again might fend as batrnes anew, 

But never again a friendſotrailt and treu: 

When theEmperour theſe woꝛds by her deard ſaid 
Into his heart de was both blith and glad: 
And ſaid to her, good Florentine my wife, 

Had pe rather ſave Alexanders life, ny 
And healedafſozeno2 have vout ons livand, 


Becauſe therefoze to him ye are ſo kind, 
I will you ſhew the in ward or my minde, 


That J and ye both eat and dz ink we ſald: 


„. 
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| obe ſaid, e was moſt leper Lazarous, 4 
That ever come within a noble houſe, 
A merveled great efoze tat thing as r. 
Mithin your hall kuch a bairne bꝛongbk 
To von J trowed it onld como in e 
Chat (ach perſon ſhould come in your pielente, yu 
But ſince your grace ſuffered ſuch thing fo be, 
A was content and well allowed with me. 
The Empersur ſaid, had pe the truth then k end wy 
As J bela ve ye had not Ee pores 
God Florentine naa ne ben ln 1 
Which man it was that lat on your bal + 00 
I will you ſhow hat any teinxeing 
Alexander it was of Egyp t Ring, 
Which at your table now ſitteth Grate, 
Nuoth ſhe my Lo2d,I think that cannot be: 
Alexander that now ſitteth at dun fable, 
Chat is a thing not liklie to be able: 
Foz Alexander that ſittith bere pzeſentlie, 
Is halle and feir pleaſant to look and ic, 
Without ficknefſe of bodis ſaund and cleine 
Blyth of viſage with two fair chiſtali eine: 
Curtons of cozſe acomely creature, - 1 
So was he not that ſat into the flure. 
But of his lyꝛc was lath and ho2rible,:- 
And had ſicknelſe which was uncurable, 
And ſo is not now Alexander Ring:: | 
And J marvell ve chou dſayſach a thing, p 
Pine heart (auoth he) God bath ſend him temead 
TH:ow me and vou and by our Dons dead: * 

| Dy 


* N 4 
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Which nature gives in the mother fo be, 


, The ſeven Sages. 
Mine heart noz hand fozſoth noaw J fob, . + 
Lo cut their thꝛoats and bath hi m in their bid. 
Do by Gods grace he is made whole and fer | 
A clean perſon. as ye now ſæ him her: 

Chen ſhe began to mourn and to make ſozrow, 
As nature would howbeit ſhe ſaid befozrow. 
That ſhe had rather ſc all her childꝛen dead, 

Into that caſe 02 he wanted remead: 

Pet not the leſte thenaturall courſe and kinde, ; 
In this behalf changed both thought and mindee 
Che heartly love and motherly pittie, 


Could not ſuffer noz vet no way ſuffaine, 

ut with ſoꝛe heart ſhe grat with both her eine, 

The Empo rour perceived her take ſach pine. 

Co ſtanch her ſturt he ſaid, O god Florent ine, 

Though ve be wo, J cai-you no way wyte, 

Foz well J know ye had love and delpte: 

Jnwardkindneſeunto your Dons two, 

A can well think that your heart ſhould be wo: 

Het not the. leſſe I pꝛaꝝ vou teaſe of ſazrow, 

All will be well J finde pon God to bozrow. 

Che nouriches hearing of theſe tythands, 

Foz great heart bꝛek they cryd a wꝛong their banks 

They knew nothing what foz to doo ſap, 

Paſt to the chamber where the twobairneslay, 

Belò ving well foz none other remead: 3 

But finde the bairnes in their bed lying dead. 

Chey found them both at their paſtyme playing, 

An great bipthneſte and giving God loving, - geb 
er 


f The feven Sages. ; 
- Never mo2eblith ſince fir houre they were bo2n, 
Nothing knowing that their two thzoats wereſhozn 

- The nonriſhes unto the Emperour wont, 

And how all was they ſhew incontinent: 

Pow his two Hons was living blyth and glad, 

And how about their two necks that thep bad: 

* Acirkill of Gold whers that the knyfehadgane, 
Which knyfe from them ſoſcon their life had tans: 
3 there was great mirth in the citie, 

In the palace and all the tompanie: 

Chat God ſuch grace to theſe two babs had granted 

That being ſlaine their lives pet they not wanted 
M herefoze there was thzough the cities and towns 
Great pꝛapers made with many ozifouns; 
Loving the Lo2d life to theſe habies lent, 

And granted health to ſeek and impotent⸗ 
Bankets the made with joy and merinelle, 
Menſtrels made mirth ceaſed was all ſadneſſe- 

Queen Florentine ſhe bliſt that ſamine day 

She did conceive and beare ſuch ſons tway, 

Nothing was there the ſpace of fourtie dapes, 

But all kind mirth blithnefſe ſpoꝛts and playes, 

Great toznaments with bairded hozſe running: 

Dome other dapes with grewhounds Deere hunting 

This being done the Emperour did pzepare, 

A great armieof manh&d ingalare, 

And paſt away with att their fellowihip : 

With Alexander again intoEgpypt, | 

Set him again into his royalitis, 80 

An bis own realme with great ſolemnitie. 


Reffs- 


on 


The ſeven Sages. 
Reffozed him whole to all his peſſeſſions, 
With due ſervice of his Lo2ds and barrouns. 
Chat god jewell King Alexanders Nue@n, 
In adulterie that (olong time bath ben. 
With her lover what he was knight oz lquyze, 
As they deſerved was both burnt ina fire: | 
Jn this mean time the Emperour chanced to babe 7 
A fair ſiſter the which to wife he gaue: 
To Alexander and fo2tified the band, 
Df great kindnefſe which evermoze did ſkand⸗ 


Bet wirt them two with heartie mind and thought |} 


What the one did the other would have wzought, 
So Alexander being ſet down at reſt, 

In his realms the Emperour thought it belt: 

#02 to return again to his Emppꝛe, 

And tcok geod-night at their own hearts deſite. 
They were right wo to part pe may conſider, 
But pet ay l ill friends may not bide together: 
do they departed with merinelle and joy, 
Alexander homeward did him convoy, 

Then after this Alexander him dꝛeſt. 

To gupde his realme alwayes as he thought belt, 
With manlineſſe and wiſedome in him ſell, 

Be vanquicht all againlt him did rebell. - 

Bis enemies about him all he danted, 

Do thzow wiſedome of his will nought be wanted 
When he was in all his gloze peace and might, 
Intohis minde it came upon a night, 


Mou his father in the ſea did him ling, 


Becauſe he ſhew what the wild bird did ng: 40 f 
And 


#3 | 


The fevenSages, 

And his mother thereto did well conlent, 
Chereloꝛe he ſent meſſage incontinent. 
'Yowbeit ther did a far way from him dwell, 
he meilenger pet he bade to them tell, 
What Alexander who was n ing of Egypt, 
Would to them come with a great fellowſhip, 
To cat and dꝛink and with them make god thear 
In that countrie ſome novels fo2 to hear, 
The meſſenger blythlie they did receave, 
And rich rewards ſuch like they to him gave: 
Saying their ſervice at every time and houre, 
Souldbeready at the great R ings pleaſour, 
Yowbelt they were not woꝛthie of ſuch thing, 
Foz to receive with them a crownedKing:; 
Pet not the lefſe and pleaſe his grace to come, 
With all our hearts he ſhall be right welcome, 
The meſenger again to the King went ⸗ 
as they him ſaid he ſhew incontinent 
And what reward with blythneſſe they him gave, 
And how blythlie the King they ſhould receave. 
And how reavy they were at bis command, 
Him foz to ſerve all time with heart and hand: 
What ever his grace gavs them commandment, 

Ipereol the i ing wasblyth and well content 
Che day become the King tok his journey, 
With diverſe Lozds to paſſe the readie way: 
Where bis father and mother made dwelling, 
Tnknown to them of anp other thing: 
But he was King ofEgppt and none other, 
Noz pet none knewot his father and mother: 


Except 


- ad 
72 * L 
* 


i The ſeven Sag | 
Except himſelf which knew well all the cats, 
And when they dzew near hand his fathers place- 
fs they come fo2th ryding on their journep, 
{be M night his father met him by the way; 
and when he ſaw the king comming with crown, 

ncontinent off hozſe hs lighted down. 
Mith alihonour and all god reverence, 

jUpon his knee making obedience: 

and when he ſaw his father take ſach paine, 

Be took him up and bade him ride again, 
do cherk fo; che to the caſtle they rade: 
Mhere there was cheir with all aboundance made 
And when they came unto the calle gate. 
is mother came, and with blithneſſe him met. 
kneling to him helighted and her kiſt, 
But what he was the ſoth nothing the wiſt. 
he laid to him fince it pleaſeth pour grace, 
To viſtte us at this time and dur place. 
pe do to us pour ſerbants great honour, 
And we are blyth that it is your pleaſour: 
Foꝛ ye are welcome to ali that we finde hre, 
even as we may wo ſhall make pon god chere: 
The time ol dap dzew near all bowned to dyne, 
His father came with a ſilver balen, 
With roſe- water unto his knee kneland, 


4 And his mother with to well in her hand: 


Daping mæ kl, pleaſeth your grace to weſh, 
And thereafter with ſome meat you rekreſh: 
It is readie the cher we may pon make, 

' [Pzaxping your grace in patience to take: ES 


The Ring coil ca hel oa and then ſaid 

Unto himſelt there is none tan avoid: 

Hoꝛ vet aſide the godly p;ovidence, 

He will have done by his perfite pꝛudence, 
The nightingals ſong now J perceive it true, 
Which long ago to my father I ſhew. 

When that ſhe came to his window and ſang. 
Chat they ſhould both be right blith foz to gang, 
With the towell and baſen in their hands: 

Me foꝛ toſerve as they weremy ſervands, 

At A would thole them ſuch thing foz to do, 

Now the ſame thing and matter is come to. 
Chis in bimſelf be ſaid and no man knew, 

No2 to no man as vet ſuch thing he ſhew. 

Do he would not them thole to do ſuch thing: 
Howbeit that time he was a crowned Ring: 
Saying fr night 1 will honour pour age, 
Pe noꝛ your wife ſhall do me no ſuch homage; 
At becommeth not ſach twoaged to bzing, 
Water to wech howbeit J be aKing: 

Take in patience fozſcoth I ſay you true, 

Foz J have here other ſervants anew. 
Chen ſaid the knight to ns it were honour, 

s that it were unto your grace pleaſure: 

But in this cace pe will not thole us do, 

By reaſon we are not wozthy thereto, 

Then ſaid the king J dohonour to age, 
Duch office gaineth to younger b 
Then to denner was this god Ring ſet down, 
And akter him his Lozds of great renown. MOT: 


' | "The f __ 
| Whenhewas ſet he — terer en 

On his ou ſide, his father on the aaa! wi 
Who intirely behelday his viſage, ©: gn ot 18 
If they could habe of him any — 2 
But nonethey had; age fickneſſe ahdidbont: « e 

Caulde them mis ken his faſtoun and fſavaur. 
The dinnet done the king to chalmet _—_; 


* us 
Foz his father and mother after:ſeugy © 2 4421 1 F 
Who came to him with alt obedtence, in © 
Readzing to him ſervice and — I” 
Yee commanded all perſons paſſe aſids: 16:2 


None but the knight and his wife ta abide: 2124 
At whole command as he bade ſo was done, 
Then was the do arrthem the cloſei un. 
Then ſatd the Ring to the knight and his wife, 
Dave pe no bairnus: Quoth they, non upon lite, * 
Don noz daughter at this time have mie none, 
And to get mo we truſt the time be gane 4 N 
Chen luis the n ing, à ſpear foz time . 
| Had ye& anpe oz had ve nevet none: 
| Then ſaid the knight, foz-aion weebadone, | 116 
| Bat it is long ſince he was dead and gone. 
"| Then laid the n ing, In what death dyen hes? 
Then ſatdthekuight, A naturall dentihtruei rx. 
Then ſaid the n ing, bee that not true but fail, 982 
pee fail to mee, doubling to me pour tail! — 
Then ſaid the night pour grace J now e e -S 
| What is the cauſe dee ferventiy ger? ip 
Ans to tuch thing what oat oc yr | 
"re lucy etfed to lpoas * his dead? 
a 


a Thenſaldthemin iſthout cauſe doJ a. 
Bow your — — pour minde ethonght: 
If ye willnoughtGhew fv2th the veritie, --::/-:; -_ .- 
A ſhame full death hut donbt ve ſhall boch die. 1 21 
When that they heard ther feli down on their un 
Asking bim grate fo2giveneſſe and mercie. 3 
Chen ſais the King vet will J honour age. 

A covet nat of vou ſo great homage: 

grant you leave betoze me fo2 to tand, 

And ſo he raiſde them both up by the band, 

Tothat intent J come nat in vour place: 

Pou to betray in any ſoꝛt o cate 

oz it is giben me well to under and. 7 

oo put your San to death with your own hands 
And il that ſuch thing come to the judgement, 

Pe will be both condemned incontinent... 8 

Wberefoze tome the very truth ye ſhaw, 

At is dangers; ſuch ta bidethelaw-. ,... : 

Shew me the truth and 1 ſhall ſabe you paith,... 

From all perriliand kep you fromall shaith. 

Then ſaidthenight inn lite fir to me grant. 

Ol the true truth one ond ye ſhall not want: 

hen ſatd the ning fear nat the truth to ſay,.. 

And one credente here I ſhall ſave you _ 

Then laid the Knight we had a Son dene 

Who well was ſen in tunning and clergie: 
Sicher cunning he had in ſciente ſeven, 


In all planets that mobed under heaven. 
pe knew their courſe and all their ſtrange alpeds 


Their pith thets Nin all their ürme ee 
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Il 


Th e-ſeven enn 5 7 6 's 


There was no fa le tha 
But SE Geet infang h 


3 


Upon a day. 3 us he hog 5 
With baſen water ind to well in han 
In the meane time that bonie fotb Nh 1 
The nightingale at dur window did oi 
And ſo began toſing her notes full gend 

Well were the man{quoth I) Jt cc FO 
Zon ſwet ſiaging 1958 what un „een 
llnot e tens 


- | If that I will you ſuffer ſuch to bo, 


Qunoth I that day thou ſhalt never amy to, 8 
And lo at ſhozt ete eber I tœk teſt, 
into the lea foz to dʒoton A him zee, 


Eben 
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A think NN 110 
— pour ol 
Chen ſaidthi 


So when wit Wänts and 
I count ga mn eter noz 


Foz wee 4 0 nt 
Therefoztit me 

Caſt him to: 
Foz it pa 
Wo ane 


as 


_ Hazhme pꝛeſerpe 


In great furit Te any Wahl ie 
Wit and wiſdome was wenf, 
Kight andreaſonn,pijdtruth' 


te from 
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Foz fear and jayiie 
KMhom he to up Wich all 


Davin 


bearingghats: - 
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milltie, 
ti aud mar her fear nel fret: p 


Bavgy2nodouboraititbatd! bavefaid, ' 


Rather vs: 
With h 


Wyat ede [4] 
pe thall qymonght geinzuozvet pecſoun : 


kth jopongymeeivandgiainy « 
p of -Godaig danger thail:pomVeirzQ) 1 
nutbishd pan vontabenafeir;. 


Df all bygane J grant aeuplain pardoun: 


Foz pe wall andztgaswunmisbt ant meren 
Shall be enk alen nen benmete 14484. 


Into this ug ſo long abends ure 05 n 


J babe re Wanze £400 mage aap hure. wy — 5 Y 


Do Withers 


thneſſe. with hat inku his hann 


Ape kiſt thgmvoth: nik heart l anghann. 
Eben the wother hagrabrightpitrontes' - | 
And the father the teayfallim is Cern, 
Then lad then ing Kit; and wopywnought, _ 
Foz in my reaim with llefeye u bu vought, - + 
And with all gloꝛe thene chat yo honduren bee, 


:.4] With allbtithneCo;wozHipanddignitie::'* | 
' | Above:mpy:lalfercept my king crown. 


: | Which is relerved to mine own perſoun: 
$6; | 
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ee Th 


can wozkconrate 1 5 _ a | 
3 I declgrg e 1 fr, 
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4 eff cortatitſervanys, RAG 
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Tok his fat Id mot bame 
Where they dae god kan 
All their lifs 


Fathor,thistaloJ cold to your plealats;* 
Mhich J belive right welt preniverſtand; i”: 


Not one better I beate tis ms bey. 101 ach a 5 
Then laid the ſon, and pleaſe 


Ot wit, wildomegand other great tunning, 

Df diverſe things derb ane ui@underltanving, | 
Pet this ſhould in us wiferminiſh pour right, - 1 
Noz your honour; your majeRie noz mights ©. 


Do in likewilethe Kings ret ann eſtate, 
Which. was by:Gov onlypzedefinate; :.. 
hend by the bird tofingthat he might in 


Jos pad not been God gavethat birdſuch grace, 


rome, rent car lun 


ile Odd tu death them r, 


Ouldes the tesimt in fulkicy/peace and | 
Untothe ne tset. was put ur nature, 5 | 
Ended their lib onde toShdopleaſiice, '* ** 


How the Empretle was C condemned dead 2 
With her lover without mercie or remead. i 
| T2 D iocleſiane ſatd tu the Emper eur: 


Pea,every-wozTzquoth bee, on'J warvandt- " Tr 
It is a tale to bes noted. fag: ; 


—— 4 in 
Howbeit that God has giden ſuah gtace ts due, 


Bat rather thootsthelamoekoand augmont, . 23 0 | 
By right,ceafon;any — meg i 


Ahich in that caſe was Gods great meſlanger, 
* 
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Chen ſaid again ta him the Emperour, 
Can no wap pare his fathers might and gloze. 


During your life ver maze above mec, 


And ever ſhall the ſamine night and — 


. \ 1 | 


She had not ſung ſach 9 that "EE . 
T be ſons honour and als his dignitie 4 
Tok none honour from his father wee ſ@z ©. 
Noz fo his mather it did none hinderance, . 
But rather was their honour to advance, 

Foz ve have heard they were honourd alwayes, 

Jato this realm duringtbeirlifeandvayes. - 


I now perceive well the ſons great honours 


But rather av to make it moze and mo2s: -- 
Therefoze J will the whole impire reſigus 
Jato your hands, and ye therefoze be king. 
And guid the ſame, and habe the rule and tr, 
Foꝛ A am old, and may not burthen bear: 
But rather would bee ſet at reſt and eaſe 
And ve the realm to guid as pee beſt pleaſe: 
Foz I ma not end ure ſuch buſineſe, 
By reaſon ol mine age andfebleneCe. * 

Then ſais the ſon, Sa bing your graces in. 
To that ſentence no wiſe grant will 1 telly 
But ve ſhit have ay the authozitie 


To charge.command,tsbid,and faz tu o, 
In all aſtaitea that pertained you to:: 
Au buſinefſe that is labazians. Decade | 
Acts and eerands weightle and ponderons | 
AlwayaosJ willaccept thear upon mee, + 

Pou fo; toſerve;as is my: great duetie: 


o prac pleaforenſo | 
The Emperourcomman 


And the Empꝛeſle in pzefence to cauſe bing, 
With her rebald, clad in womens clothing. 


Yer Ladies all in oꝛder near her hand. 
Then Diocleſiane to theSmp:our lald 


Father, vont qaten your honour — | 
der all the wozld pou ere great Emperaur, 
And it pertaines to pour grace and damm: | 
To do juſtice to all the ſame requires, 
F02 the ſamething vour M ajeſtie deſtre: -/ -< 


Alwell ta po as to the rich alway; - 2699 
@quall juſtite von ſhoutd miniſter ax: . . 


Now I deſire that v gibe right ſentente 
Df the unttuth faiſed;and great oſfence:: 


4 « Inſudgementſit;anddo ſ@2th his office; : 


Whom nert her ſelf he cauſed ſo2 to 1 # + 4. = | 


F: 2 


% 7. * & 


Done and alleadgd by the Empꝛelis fall y, 2 405 


By counſell of her love in cantrate mee: n 


By whoſs falſe means ſeventimes I 1 "Y 
To the gatloug to leate m lite in web: 


Als to vour grace unfaitbfaitthe bath ben 


Ol per bodie not guiding as a guten, 319% ;* + 


Mhich is well pꝛobed into aur prefences; © 
By many ſignes and perfect Tuivenet gab. . 
Upon the whirh J ask und ais deres 2 2: 
Juſtice arnetghtovenas the rauſe — 
To your juſtice J wonldge gabe command 


To give ſentente but deim aura tra hand: - 
When the Empꝛelle heatd this — 
"a4 : 5 pon 
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| The Tak | 
Upon the.earth — he coll down, 128K 
At the Emperour asked grace and mercie, 
But in no ſoꝛt ſuch thing there could not be:: 
Accoꝛding to the lam hoe bade pꝛoceed +630 
To give ſentence confe2m-unto her deed: 11 N 
Then bade panſe well to whom the deid was done, 
To whom, when;where,bow long, oz yet how on 2 

Then theregiter to make the puniſhment 1 95 
As pleaſo 15 judge to give fo2th his judgement. 
Then ſaid the Judge, o way I can her clenge, 1 
Foz her qwn deid it ſelk it doth revenge: 5555 
The porfe@p2af of hat rahald and nabe N 
Thbemſel hes both ſties, as all men maꝝ perceave: 
Poꝛeober the fault it is læſe M aſeſtie, ; 
Done in contrarethe-cxownes great dignitie. 
Into ſo far that ſhe vefilde his bed, 
Chen bis ſan in gallons to bee led: 
Auna! afve(n open audience, | 

nd pz20gounces nom foz.ertreame ſentence, 

That the Empꝛeſſe he boynd-toanhbozſe tail, 
Tþ2ough ail the tx@tes of the citie her trail, 
Lill che come ta the plate burnt ſoz to bee 905 
Foz her pʒeparde, that ever man maꝝ ſee? 
And als wes give on her rebalvſentence 85 
Foꝛ his knaverie, and his perverſeoffence, | 
Canfrarethecrown,merctleſſe to be marterd, f 
On the rats revin, hanged, dꝛawn and quarterd: 3 
After that his tleſh to be caſte n to tpkes. 5 
To be be vourd with dogs under the dykes; 
And with the fowis that ſlee into the air, 


— 


be The A ges 
, — td-tabing o their 
In memoziethathe durſt lo pelume, 
An tontempt ot the great Ein of 
This ſharp ſentence w@pzonodited: openty, 
To all people, and does it ratiffe,--. - 

Makes the ſame known;andts allmen patent, | 
As well abſent, as thep'that are pzeſent:” -*- 
Do ther were both confozm totheir offence, - 
Done and demaindaccozding to ſentence, * : 


Wherefra remead fhey had none no: refuge, 
But ſuffered death with everlaſting wame, 
And ap to bꝛok of greatharlotsthename, - 
As ivo2thie was;fo2 why continuall un. 
With indurd heart ever td libe therein, 
But fear of God, oꝛ any repentance, - -- 
Cauld them (ſuffer ſuch dulefull ſad ſontence;- 
 Yowbeit that man ſach bawdzte div not knaw; 
Pet Godin heaven right well it heard ans dada, | 
Foz all things are to dis ene ax patent. py” 
There koʒe he found aſuttlo {aſfrument,-:- - * 
To make ſuch thing to mans fght ba yn 
Thus may pee ſe of this Empꝛeſte the ends i 
Pzaping great Cod ot as to have mertie, +4 ae 
And us foz3tve, Amen fo map-it be. 


0 Faithleſſe feeble _ #gly bote hol d bura, 
1 eative creature, O Sathans feed alljhent, 


Given and pzonouncd by that mot 2 5 


A declaration to the Empreſſe after her ah. 


O paiſond paddocks pool, O mnſhant mad monſture, I 
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The even. 
That ever yet wr 
Where was 197 wi 


Th oo if lament chat : ever bi han 
0 alrout,” 0 5 
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nature, or yet trnd 


Upon ther vil rrye: 
All womens ſced do ſhewr abr Jl firs | 
Ay weariedbe the womb that breaghe thee tw ehis life, © 
Ever to brook ſuch blame, v worth ther wirt ed wifes 


Rooted in ſturt and ſtrife,thy bow wat evir binaed, 


Therefore but ſword or kaife thy life wowbaft thes . 

go greatly thos offended unto an innocent, 

That thou would never meu it mnto thit if preſent, _ 

' | Thou mold ii per repent but wronght wrovg with miar 

VN with [bamethox att bent, Beall pdf et ink, 
«Ay while thi worldenthires ever to 0 bar name, * 

mb aii quick create el erh flander, Jack ad ſhame 


The — this work. 


Na our Empl ſutferet dead and gone; 

Therefoze as now we will let her alone, 
.| With ber harlof whole dayes they baveill _ 

- | Anillentriefoz common is iii ended. 
As well appead indeedb! twirt themkway, 

Ot them as now no farther will ſay; © 


Beckuletheſame to do w undertok· 
Chereſme as now moꝛe time wee will notſpend, 
But ſhew at ſhot ot᷑ tde god Emperours end. 
Wttchin few dayesafter this buſtnefle, 


as lent: Sack. 
went when ſurli folly thow fend?" 


. But in ail haſte goffnith tz th our it, 98 


"A ſhort declaration WIA here, and 
a at whoſe 3 wo Ie w iranflated 
out of proſe Inte meexer. 
Tthe requeſt of my Am called Kat ; 
In rourgll rime this quair I dichtranſlait. 
Ot all trim tearmes as yce mayſee denude, 


As ſtrangt tearmes to caſt out of my ir, n 


9 Requiring als t hat I would be ſo good 
Womens honour to hold up and eſtate, 
As ye may ſee, I durſt nat elſe but dude. 


So in ſeven weeks this quair was clean cowplece. 
Out of plain proſe, now keepin ag meeters feet, 

Within the fart and towre of Tartalloun, 

. When the Engliſh float. beſide Lachen did fleit. 

Into t he ſea in that great burning heat, 

Both Scots and bngliſh of Lenb lay at che town, 
With ſharp aſsiege and garneiſt garriſoun, 
On eit her ſort where ſundrie loſt theſ cet, 

That ſame time I made this ttanſtatioun. 5 
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In merrine ſſe ſince my Ant cauſde me make i 


For my requeſt take out a pen and bleck them, 


For if ſo bee Icau nd way defend Eile 
Excuſe it ſelf, and lo this quair Is. jended" 
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Becauſeſhe'me proteſted air and lait. 


l you require good readers for cotalkecit,:" TY 3 
In patiencewhere ſaults are found correct chem! A 
I et were I loath aver far t hat it were lacked, 
If ſome verſe halts, or amy colours cracked, 2 
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Becauſe fox haiſt perchance 1 did = "mma WY 


Saying tote ſhe them not ander ſtood, SIVA 
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Who firſt 18 8 

See onthem thqu 

Pa e on and fend thy 2 
FINIS. 


